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INTRODUCTION

Uzbekistan is fulfilling its obligations undertaken together
with 193 countries of the world to implement the United
Nations “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development” program. To organize system-
atic work on the consistent implementation of this Agenda,
the Government of the country has adopted resolutions
“On measures to implement the national sustainable devel-
opment goals and targets until 2030"” (dated October 20,
2018) and “On additional measures to enhance the imple-
mentation of the national sustainable development goals
and targets until 2030" (dated February 21, 2022).

The implemented “Action Strategy
of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021” and the
ongoing “Development Strategy of
New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026" are
proof of the country’s serious interest
and commitment to adapt the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) to its
needs.

The basic principle approved by the
Decree of the President of Uzbekistan
in the Development Strategy of New
Uzbekistan, “In the name of human
honor and dignity”, provides for fur-
ther improvement of the well-being
of the people, transformation of the
economy, accelerated development
of entrepreneurship, ensuring human
rights and interests, and building an
active civil society.

At present, a legislative, legal, institu-
tional and economic framework has
been formed for a gradual transition to

ensuring the sustainable development
of the country.

Uzbekistan implements a national
mahalla model, which differs from
other foreign countries, where issues
of improving well-being, developing
entrepreneurship, providing employ-
ment and reducing poverty, and tar-
geted social protection are addressed
directly at the places of actual resi-
dence of the population. Based on this
principle, institutional transformations
have been carried out, the manage-
ment system is being reformed, the
broad participation of the population
and civil society in all spheres of eco-
nomic and social policy and the devel-
opment of democracy through the
broad participation of citizens in gov-
ernance are being ensured.

Given the growing uncertainty of the
political and economic development
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Uzbekistan set oneself a goal of becoming an upper
middle-income country by 2030, with per capita
income up 4,000 USD.

of the world community, the strength-
ening of the potential of various risks
and threats, the task of implementing
the national sustainable development
goals becomes especially urgent.

In this regard, the adaptation of devel-
oped and implemented strategies,
concepts, targeted programs and
roadmaps for the development of
the country, its industries and regions
to the SDGs, an in-depth systematic
analysis of the results achieved, the
identification of existing problems
and the determination of further steps
to achieve the national sustainable
development goals and targets are
becoming quite demanded.

In 2020, Uzbekistan prepared the First
Voluntary National Review, which was
presented at the UN ECOSOC’s High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable

Development. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has made certain adjustments
to the implementation of national
sustainable development goals and
targets. Despite various internal and
external challenges, significant results
have been achieved over the past
three years in radically transforming all
economic and social spheres.

This Second Voluntary National Review
reveals the capacity and capabilities of
Uzbekistan to ensure further targeted
financing of sustainable development
goals, support and stimulate the pri-
vate sector and entrepreneurship,
adapt the national specifics related
to demographic development and
strengthening of policies to support
women and youth and gender equal-
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OpenBudget
' O'zbekiston Respublikasi
' "Ochiq Budjet" Portali

The "open budget" system is being actively
developed and a new "mahalla budget" system
is being put into practice, where the popula-
tion is directly involved in the distribution of
funds from the budgets of local authorities,
based on real requirements and needs, and
independently solves their problems within
their village or neighborhood.

ity. The balance and interrelationship
of the key official document “Develop-
ment Strategy of New Uzbekistan for
2022-2026" with the national sustain-
able development goals and targets
are an important part of the review.

Uzbekistan pays special attention
to the issues of sustainable devel-

opment. The adoption by the Gen-
eral Assembly on December 14, 2022
of the resolution “Enhancing the
role of parliaments in accelerating
the achievement of the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals” proposed
by the President of Uzbekistan is a
striking example. Pursuant to this res-
olution, a special “Roadmap” has been
developed, which provides for a set of
measures in 2023-2024 to ensure the
achievement of the national sustaina-
ble development goals and targets in
Uzbekistan.

The review reveals the priorities and key
achievements in the implementation of
individual national sustainable devel-
opment goals and targets in recent
years, the existing pros and cons, and
specific steps in the near future.

The preparation of the Second
National Review of the implementa-
tion of the national sustainable devel-
opment goals and targets was carried
out with the support of the UN Office
in Uzbekistan.
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METHODOLOGY AND
PROCESS

The review preparation methodology is based on the guidelines pre-
pared and updated by the UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs in 2023.

These recommendations include the
following aspects: the development of
a roadmap with specific deadlines for
completing the set tasks, responsible
executors and assigned coordinating
body; the costs ass ociated with con-
ducting and writing the review; the
scope and content including the pro-
gress made on all national goals and
targets; the procedure for interacting
with stakeholders; the use of an objec-
tive and high-quality information data-
base; the procedure for incorporating
comments and suggestions of minis-
tries, agencies, civil society, the popu-
lation and other stakeholders

All stakeholders were involved in the
preparation of the review through dis-

1. REVIEW PREPARATION

cussions, consultations, round tables
and seminars.

The coordinating role in the prepara-
tion of the review was played by the
Coordination Council for the Imple-
mentation of the National Sustaina-
ble Development Goals and Targets
of Uzbekistan until 2030 (Coordina-
tion Council), whose composition was
approved by the Resolution of the
Cabinet of Ministers dated February
21, 2022. The Coordination Council is
headed by the Deputy Prime Minister.

The development of basic approaches,
work with stakeholders, organization
of expert discussions, preparation of
a corpus of voluntary reviews was car-
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ried out by the Institute of Forecasting
and Macroeconomic Research and
the working body of the Coordinating
Council - the Ministry of Economy and
Finance.

The Statistics Agency provided the
necessary data within the framework
of the created national information
platform (https://nsdg.stat.uz/).

The preparation of the review was car-
riedoutinaccordancewiththeroadmap
approved by the Deputy Prime Minister
- Head of the Coordination Council,
which included several stages.

The main stages of preparation and
coordination of the review were as fol-
lows:

- forming and approving an expert
group for the preparation of the
review, from among representa-
tives of stakeholders.

. coordinating the structure and
content of the review, based on the

recommendations and proposals
made for the First National Review;

« organizing the collection and pro-

cessing of the necessary informa-
tion base, studying the experi-
ence of preparing a similar review
in foreign countries;

« conducting a broad discussion of

the prepared review in the media,
organizing seminars and round
tables in the regions and mahal-
las. It should be also noted that
the draft review was coordinated
with the relevant ministries and
agencies, local authorities, repre-
sentatives of civil society, scien-
tists and various segments of the
population;

. consideration of the review by a

specially established parliamen-
tary commission for monitoring
national sustainable development
goals and targets (by Oliy Majlis of
the Republic of Uzbekistan) and
by the Cabinet of Ministers.

Figure 1.1. National SDG Implementation Coordination System

Interagency
Working Group

on SDG Indicators
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prosperity

&)

n VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023

<.—. Chairman - Deputy Prime Minister .—.>
Q

Expert groups

Social

protection

@
LR

Coordinating body - Ministry of Economy and Finance

SDG Financing
Working
Group

Efficient

overnin .
9 9 Ensuring

anintegrated
approach

Implementation and monitoring

o—o> VNR preparation



Themainsourcesofinformationusedin
the preparation of the review included
official statistical data of the Statistics
Agency, departmental statistical infor-
mation, national and foreign reports,
information and analytical materi-
als of research institutes, the results
of sociological surveys conducted in
the regions, implemented Strategies,
concepts and target programs for the
development of economic sectors,
social sphere and regions of the coun-
try.

The review took into account the
experience and approaches of foreign
countries in achieving the sustaina-
ble development goals. When assess-
ing the implementation of individual
goals, major implemented projects,
initiative recommendations and pro-
posals made by business entities and
the local population were considered.

It is also important to note that during
the preparation of the second VNR,
within the framework of the Twinning
program organized by ESCAP, del-
egations from Mongolia and Tajik-
istan were received in Uzbekistan to
exchange experience in the imple-
mentation of the SDGs. In addition, in
order to finalize and improve the VNR,
twinning sessions were arranged with
delegates of the above-mentioned
countries on the ZOOM platform,

where each country received com-
ments and proposals on the prepara-
tion of the VNR.

Mechanism for monitoring the imple-
mentation of the SDGs. In recent
years, there have been significant
advances in organizing systematic
monitoring of the implementation of
the national sustainable development
goals and targets at various levels.

In accordance with the Government
resolution dated February 21, 2022,
the composition of the Coordination
Council was renewed to include repre-
sentatives of trade unions, protection
of citizens’ rights; expert groups were
formed in six main areas covering all
national goals (economic well-being,
social protection, health care, educa-
tion, environment, effective govern-
ance), as well as two new interagency
working groups for national indicators
and financing of measures to achieve
the SDGs.

The number of representatives of civil
society in interagency expert and
working groups has significantly
increased. In 2022 alone, the Coordi-
nation Council, together with experts
and working groups, held several tar-
geted meetings with the participation
of experts from the UN and other
international organizations to monitor
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the implementation of the SDGs, as
well as to organize the preparation of
the Second National Review.

A special Parliamentary Commis-
sion has been established under
the Parliament to monitor the
implementation of the SDGs

It should be noted that in Uzbekistan,
the Parliament (Oliy Majlis) has joined
the monitoring of the achievement of
the setsustainable development goals.
A special Parliamentary Commission
has been established under the Par-
liament to monitor the implementa-
tion of the SDGs. In 2021-2022, the
Parliamentary Commission organized
quarterly discussions of the implemen-
tation of the SDGs on individual goals
and indicators with the involvement
of heads of responsible ministries and
agencies, and local authorities.

At the initiative of the Parliament, in
2021, the SDG Week was held for the
first time, within the framework of
which Uzbekistan was the first among
the countries to take the initiative to
unite the efforts of parliamentarians in
the field of sustainable development.
In Bukhara city, the first international
forum on the topic: “Inter-parliamen-
tary global cooperation in achieving

Sustainable Development Goals” was
organized, which was attended by
parliamentarians from more than 100
countries of the world.

Monitoring at the level of ministries,
agencies and local authorities is car-
ried out through the sustainable devel-
opment goals and targets reflected
in more than 190 official documents.
These are adopted laws, Presidential
Decrees and Resolutions, government
decisions, implemented strategies,
concepts, targeted programs and oth-
ers.

Special attention should be paid to the
involvement of youth, women, citizens’
self-government bodies (mahallas) in
the implementation of the SDGs, i.e.
direct communication with the people.

Discussions and consultations with
the introduction of adjustments to the
review were carried out with the broad
participation of the private sector
and civil society, through the “repub-
lic - regions (province, city, district) -
mahalla” system, through large-scale
information support in the media,
organization of seminars, round tables
for discussions, etc.

It is also important to note that during
the preparation of the second VNR,
within the framework of the Twinning
program organized by ESCAP, del-
egations from Mongolia and Tajik-
istan were received in Uzbekistan to
exchange experience in the imple-
mentation of the SDGs. In addition, in
order to finalize and improve the VNR,
twinning sessions were arranged with
delegates of the above-mentioned
countries on the ZOOM platform,
where each country received com-
ments and proposals on the prepara-
tion of the VNR.
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2. OPPORTUNITIES AND
CREATED ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT FOR
ACHIEVING THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS




2.1. The achieved results of the Action Strategy
as an important foundation for the sustainable
development of Uzbekistan

In accordance with the Action Strategy
for the Five Priority Areas of Develop-
ment of the Republic of Uzbekistan in
2017-2021, major advances have been
made, which led to dynamic growth of
the economy and social sphere. This
has created a powerful impetus for the
active and purposeful implementation
of targets for almost all the sustainable
development goals of the country.

The system of state government and
administration bodies has been rad-
ically reformed. Improving the effi-
ciency of their activities, introducing
modern market mechanisms of state
regulation, reducing the role of the
state in regulating socio-economic
processes, and widely introducing dig-
ital technologies in their activities were
identified as priority tasks, which, in
turn, contribute to the achievement of
the national sustainable development
goals and targets.

It should be noted that significantly
improving the quality of legislative
activity is an important area of improv-
ing the system of state and society
building. Particular attention was paid
to the introduction of new democratic
forms of development and adoption
of laws and regulations, the discussion
of draft laws among representatives of
the general public and experts, as well
asthe study of compliance of draft laws
with international treaties and ratings.

The efficiency of the country's Par-
liament has significantly increased.
During 2017-2021, the number of leg-
islative requests based on appeals
received from individuals and legal

entities, on-the-ground meetings with
the population and field receptions,
as well as issues raised in social media,
increased 8 times.

Based on the principle of "Leave No
One Behind", the Virtual and People's
Receptions of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan have been cre-
ated. In 2017-2021, more than 5 million
780 thousand appeals received by the
Virtual Reception of the President and
People's Receptions were considered,
of which more than 3 million 288 thou-
sand appeals were satisfied. Due to the
full, timely and law-based considera-
tion of appeals, the rate of their satis-
faction is also increasing every year. In
2021, it reached 86.7 percent.

The transition to the mahalla
model has been carried out,
which means working from

the smallest government
institution (from below) in
places where the population
actually lives.

Important steps have been taken to
protect human rights and interests.
In particular, the system of "propiska"
(residence registration), which for
many years was a painful issue for the
population of the country, has been
radically reformed, thereby creating
opportunities for internal migration
of the population. As a result of sim-
plifying the procedure for granting
citizenship, more than 70 thousand
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people were granted citizenship of the
Republic of Uzbekistan in 2018-2021.

Major changes have taken place in the
judicial field. The reform of the institu-
tion of review of court decisions, the
creation of administrative justice, the
widespread introduction of informa-
tion technologies in the activities of
the courts allowed citizens to more effi-
ciently use the possibilities of access to
justice in restoring their violated rights
and legitimate interests.

Combating corruption has been iden-
tified as one of the priorities of state
policy. In this regard, the Anti-Corrup-
tion Agency of the Republic of Uzbek-
istan has been established, which is
designed to carry out work on an insti-
tutional and systematic basis. Special-
ized anti-corruption committees have
been established in both chambers of
the Parliament.

In order to radically change the system
of ensuring gender equality (SDG-5),
2 Laws, 16 Decrees and Resolutions
of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, 33 Government Resolu-
tions, aswell as the Strategy for Achiev-
ing Gender Equality in Uzbekistan until
2030 have been adopted. The Strat-
egy defines key measures to ensure
gender equality, prevent cases of har-
assment and violence against women,
and increase their role in governing
the state and society. The Republican
Commission on Enhancing the Role
of Women in Society, Gender Equal-
ity and the Family has been estab-
lished. The number of female sena-
tors has increased by almost 25%, and
women deputies by 33.3%.

In accordance with the Action Strat-
egy's area of developing and liber-
alizing the economy, the main eco-
nomic reforms over the past five years

included ensuring macroeconomic
stability, reducing inflation, reducing
and simplifying the tax burden, diver-
sifying economic sectors, creating a
favorable business climate, improving
infrastructure, developing agriculture,
economic integration and the digital
economy.

As aresult of the reforms, conditions of
equal and free competition for all have
been created, which make it possible
to achieve SDG 10 (Reduce inequality
within and among countries). Due to
the abolition of excessive fees and the
reduction of tax rates, the tax burden
on business entities has been reduced.
At the same time, the rates of property,
income and social taxes have been
reduced by 2 times. The value added
tax has been reduced from 20% to 12%.

In2020, duringthe pandemicin Uzbek-
istan, as a result of the implementation
of measures aimed at increasing eco-
nomic activity in the country and the
ongoing economic reforms, the GDP
growth rate for the year amounted to
2 percent. Despite the downturn in
the global economy during this period,
Uzbekistan was one of the countries
that experienced growth. In addition,
there was an economic growth of 107.4
percent in 2021, in the post-pandemic
period. According to the World Bank's
forecasts forJanuary 2022, Uzbekistan
is noted as one of the leading countries
in the Europe and Central Asia region,
with high economic growth expected
in 2022-2023.

In recent years, Uzbekistan's policy in
relation to priority areas of developing
the social sphere has changed dramat-
ically. In particular, a series of activities
have been carried out to improve the
healthcare system. 1,373 rural medi-
cal centers have been closed; instead,
793 rural family polyclinics and 441
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In 2017-2022, the number of higher education
institutions increased from 77 to 199, and the
quota for admission to higher education institu-
tions was increased by 4 times and brought to

emergency departments and day time
in-patient hospitals have been opened.
New specialized polyclinics and 1,200
emergency departments have been
created in 306 city and district hos-

pitals. Multidisciplinary healthcare
centers in the provinces are equipped
with 14 stationary and mobile digital
X-ray machines and 8 MR-imaging
machines, republican and 6 regional
cancer care facilities are equipped
with 15 gamma therapy devices of
2 types totaling to 6.5 million USD.
These measures have created an ena-
bling environment for ensuring public
health (SDG 3).

Majoradvances have been madein the
field of quality education. As a result of
the reforms, the coverage of children
with preschool education increased
from 27.7% in 2017 to 70% in 2022, the

number of preschool education insti-
tutions increased from 5,211 to 27,609
(SDG 4). It should be noted that addi-
tional opportunities have been created
for the education of youngwomen and
girls. Starting from 2021, individual
grants have been allocated annually
for more than 3 thousand girls. A new
system has been introduced for allo-
cating funds from the State Budget
to banks to finance educational loans
with preferential terms and conditions
for training women on a fee-contract
basis in higher education institutions.
All the above measures contributed to
the development of the country's edu-
cational system (SDG 4).

In order to raise the state youth policy
of Uzbekistan to a new level, to find
solutions to problems in this area, to
efficiently organize and coordinate the
activities of authorized bodies, a state
body - the Agency for Youth Affairs' -

T According to the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan No. UP-269 dated 21.12.2022
"On measures to implement administrative reforms
of New Uzbekistan", the Ministry of Youth Policy and
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was established in 2020.

A new system has been introduced,
aimed at ensuring employment of
young people and solving their prob-
lems - the "Youth Notebook" and
"Youth Programs". The single elec-
tronic platform "yoshlardaftari.uz" has
been launched, which makes it pos-
sible to digitalize the system, ensure
transparency of benefits provided to
young people, and monitor on-the-
ground work (SDG 8).

It should be noted that, in order to
consistently increase employment
and real incomes of the population,
"Monomarkaz" LLC was created,
which provides services to the unem-
ployed population. To date, there are
14 "Ishga Marhamat" mono-centers,
30 vocational training centers, 1
short-termvocational training courses
and 136 vocational training centers for

Sports was established on the basis of the Agency
and the Ministry of Sports
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the mahalla population in the regions,
which is the result of reforms in this
area (SDG 8). Volunteering has been
further developed with the adoption
of the new Law "On Amendments and
Additions to the Law of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan "On Volunteering”.
Some notable changes include the
involvement of volunteers in the
Ministry of Justice, the cooperation
between volunteers and state bod-
ies, and the inclusion of volunteers in
public councils at each state agency.

In general, as a result of the implemen-
tation of the Action Strategy, radical
structural and institutional transfor-
mations have taken place in Uzbeki-
stan. First of all, these are the democ-
ratization of society, the implementa-
tion of the principle of “Leave No One
Behind” through the national mahalla
model, and major positive changes
in ensuring sustainable socio-eco-
nomic development (a relatively high
level of economic growth and invest-
ment activity, a significant expansion
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There are

mono-centers,

ing centers,

"Ishga Marhamat”
vocational train-
short-term voca-

tional training courses and
vocational training centers (voca-

tional training centers)

of international cooperation, health-
care and education reform, gender
equality, work with children and youth,
development of industrial and social
infrastructure).

In order to realize the right of young
people to actively participate in the
activities of the state, to protect their
rights and interests, Youth Parliaments
have been established in the cham-
bers of the Oliy Maijlis.

The necessary foundation of the leg-
islative, legal, institutional and eco-
nomic framework created in 2017-
2021 will serve to purposefully achieve
the national sustainable development
goals and targets until 2030.
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2.2. Financial resources to achieve the set goals
and targets

Achieving the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals around the world requires
the involvement of huge financial
resources, which, according to the
World Bank estimates, range from 2 to
4 trillion USD or 14% of global GDP per
year until 2030 inclusive.

In Uzbekistan, a Development Finance
Assessment (DFA) was conducted.
The DFA notes that before the COVID-
19 pandemic, the volume of availa-
ble financing in Uzbekistan did not
grow at a pace sufficient to cope with
the country's needs. It was estimated
that until 2019, before the pandemic,
Uzbekistan needed additional annual
investments of at least 6 billion USD to
achieve the national SDGs.

According to the IMF [2020), addressing the exter-
nal shock and the domestic impact of COVID-19
would require additional external financing of

4 billion USD

(or 7% of GDP).

Based on these analytical materials, an
Integrated National Financing Strat-
egy is being developed.

Covering the need for additional
financing will require a significant
increase in public and private invest-
ment. Most of the measures involve
increasing public spending through
the expansion of existing or new pro-
grams, as well as expanding incentives
to involve the private sector in achiev-
ing the SDGs.

Efforts to mobilize public resources
to finance the SDGs should be aimed,
first of all, at strengthening the public
finance system: improving the quality
of tax and non-tax revenue manage-
ment, reforming state-owned enter-
prises, ensuring the efficiency of public
spending, including investment, with a
focus on results, and combating illegal
financial flows.

Improving the public financing for
development, increasing the effi-
ciency of the state will have a favora-
ble effect on the possibility of involv-
ing private business in achieving

In general, improving the financing of the SDGs involves taking measures in a number of areas,
the key ones being as follows:

increasing the volume of state revenues in order to expand the resource base of public financ-
ing, and improving the efficiency of planning and spending of public funds;

creating conditions for expanding the potential for private sector participation by both improv-
ing the conditions for its development and encouraging participation in financing [co-financ-
ing) of the achievement of the SDGs;

expanding the diversity and increasing the activity of public-private partnerships, and develop-
ing blended financing.
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the SDGs, stimulate the activity of
implementing public-private partner-
ship projects and blended financing,
mainstream the transition from the
traditional concept of financing to the
concept of result-oriented financing,
and the introduction of the principles
of responsible investment and impact
investing. According to the Conver-
gence initiative, the amount of invest-
ment in the framework of blended
financing in 2011-2022 increased to
172 billion USD. Strengthening the
ability of the state to efficiently man-
age the available resources will allow
it to be more actively involved in this
market.

Along with this, important areas of
mobilizing resources to finance the
SDGs include creating conditions for
the development of private business
by reforming the legal and regulatory

In 2017-2021, a lot of work was done in
Uzbekistan to stimulate and support
the private sector. In order to create
a favorable business environment for
private entrepreneurs and stimulate
their activities, about a thousand leg-
islative acts, Decrees and Resolutions
of the President of Uzbekistan, official
documents of the Government have
been adopted over the past five years.

Specific measures to support small
business and private entrepreneurship
are as follows:

framework; creating conditions for the
inflow of SDG-oriented investments,
including through the revision of the
system of tax and non-tax incentives
and preferences; creating conditions
for the emergence of new markets (for
example, ecotourism, eco-building,
etc.); and enhancing the attraction of
targeted investments (climate finance,
green finance) and new innovative
instruments (diaspora bonds, sukuk,
etc.).

The key goal of development finance
policy should be to mobilize more
private and public flows from inter-
nal and external sources, as well as to
achieve higher development results
based on resources that are already
being spent through strategic plan-
ning and changing approaches to
evaluating results.

2.3. Built capacity of the private sector and
civil society

. cancellation of 114 types of
licenses and permits required in
the field of entrepreneurship, and
a notification procedure has been
introduced instead of 33 of them;

- reduction of the procedure for
official registration and authoriza-
tion of activities for business enti-
ties by 2 times;

. cancellation of unscheduled
inspections of activities (strictly
according to a pre-approved
schedule);
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Figure 2.3.1. Dynamics of changes in the number of private entrepreneurs

in Uzbekistan (thousand)
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- reduction in the number of types
of taxes from 13 to 9, as well as
reduction in the rate of value
added tax and social tax;

« introduction of a mechanism
for allocating microloans with-
out establishing a legal entity for
newly registered individual and
family entrepreneurs;

. creation of a special state financial
assistance fund;

« Creation of an independent insti-
tute for protecting legislative and
legal interests of business enti-
ties under the Administration of
the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan.

In 2021, active state support made it
possible to increase the share of small
and private businesses in GDP to
55.0%, in construction to 72.4%, and
in employment to 74.4%. Private busi-
ness is becoming an important source
of sustainable socio-economic devel-
opment of the country.

In a short period of three years
(2019-2021), the number of active
entrepreneurs increased from 358.8

thousand to 501.7 thousand, or by

Along with the private sector, much
attention is paid to the formation and
expansion of civil society actors. In
accordance with the political transfor-
mations, civil society institutions have
received support, as well as public con-
trol mechanisms have been expanded.

In 2018-2021, more than 1270 pro-
jects of non-governmental organiza-
tions and other civil society institutions
received support. More than 1UZS517.0
billion of financial resources have been
allocated from the budget for the
implementation of these projects.

As a result of the measures taken, the
number of non-governmental and
non-profit organizations has increased
by 20.7% over the past 4 years (Fig-
ure 2.3.2).

187 large civil society organizations
have started their work. A perma-
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Figure 2.3.2. Dynamics of growth in the number of non-governmental and non-profit
organizations in Uzbekistan
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nent representation of civil society
has been established under the Leg-
islative Chamber of the Oliy Maijlis. In
eight regions of the country, offices
of non-governmental and non-profit
organizations have been established
using budget funds.

In the period of 2016-2020, the cash
flow of non-governmental and non-
profit organizations increased by more
than 12 times.

In addition, citizens volunteered in
activities to achieve the most impor-

tant SDGs for them. Thus, volunteer-
ing was almost ubiquitous with a rate
of 92% among the population in 2020-
2021. Most volunteer work is done by
helping friends and neighbors and
participating in a government pro-
gram or campaign.’In general, there is
an active process of efficient develop-
ment of civil society, the functioning of
which requires furtherimprovement of
the legislative and legal framework.

2 Home Page | UNV SWVR 2022
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2.4. The interrelationship of the Development
Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026
with the national sustainable development goals
and targets

In order to implement priority areas of
reforms based on the principle of "In
the name of human honor and dignity",
the Development Strategy of New
Uzbekistan for 2022-2026 (hereinafter
referred to as the Development Strat-
egy), approved by the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan on January 28,
2022, has been developed and is being
implemented.

The main objectives of the Develop-
ment Strategy are to further improve
the well-being of the people, trans-
form economic sectors, accelerate
the development of entrepreneur-
ship, unconditionally ensure human
rights and interests, and form an active
civil society. The Development Strat-
egy provides for the following priority
areas:

« building a humane state through

the elevation of human honor and
dignity and the further develop-
ment of a free civil society;

- making the principles of justice

and the rule of law a fundamental
and necessary condition for the
development of the country;

- developing the national economy

at a growing rate and ensuring
high growth rates;

- implementing a fair social policy

and developing human capital;

« ensuring spiritual development

and raising this sphere to a new
level;

In the context of individual goals, the following interrelationships can be seen:
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. treating global problems based
on national interests;

- strengthening the country's secu-
rity and defense potential, con-
ducting an open, pragmatic and
active foreign policy.

The above main areas of the Develop-
ment Strategy cover 100 specific goals.

The comparison of national sustainable
development goals with the goals of
the Development Strategy shows their
full interrelationship and interdepend-
ence. At the same time, for some spe-
cific targets, the level of their interrela-
tionship does not exceed 60%, which
can be explained by the priority of spe-

In Uzbekistan, an important role in
ensuring the implementation and
monitoring is assigned to the Oliy
Majlis, where a special Parliamentary
Commission for Monitoring the Imple-
mentation of the National Sustainable
Development Goals and Targets of the
Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030 has
been established. The Commission is
carrying out large-scale and consistent
work. At the meetings of the Commis-
sion, specific measures are discussed
and taken to cover all national goals
and targets by hearing the responsible
ministries and agencies, as well as by
forwarding parliamentary, senatorial
and deputy inquiries to members of the
government.

In the process of reviewing laws, their
assessment is based on their involve-

cific regional problems in the Develop-
ment Strategy, taking into account the
requirements and needs of the pop-
ulation, the economy and the social
sphere, the democratization of society,
and the development of market mech-
anisms of management.

In general, the Development Strat-
egy covers all the national sustaina-
ble development goals and targets,
creating a good basis for achieving
them by 2030. The main problem
comes to the development of specific
measures within the framework of the
implementation of the Development
Strategy and individual targets of the
SDGs.

2.5. The role of the Parliament in achieving
sustainable development

mentinachieving sustainable develop-
ment goals. The Parliament is author-
ized to perform monitoring functions
and assess the activities of executive
bodies based on the achievement of
set goals and targets on the ground.

The inclusion of the country's Parlia-
ment among the main implementers
of achieving the national goals was a
direct initiative of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Miro-
monovich Mirziyoyev.

At the 75th session of the UN General
Assembly, the President of Uzbekistan
put forward a proposal to adopt a spe-
cial resolution to enhance the role of
parliaments in the implementation of
the SDGs.
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It should be noted with pleasure that
on Decemberi4,2022,the UN General
Assembly unanimously approved the
resolution "Enhancing the role of par-
liaments in accelerating the achieve-
ment of the Sustainable Development
Goals" proposed by the President of
Uzbekistan. The adopted document
was co-authored by 80 countries of
the world. In order to implement the
tasks defined in the resolution, the
Parliament has adopted a Joint Reso-
lution and a corresponding Roadmap.

The resolution emphasizes the impor-
tance of parliamentary involvement
in renewed commitment to unity, sol-
idarity and multilateral cooperation
to support recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic and accelerate work for

rrEEE]

sustainable development. Special
attention is paid to the role of parlia-
ments in ensuring gender equality,
increasing the contribution of young
people, implementing the principle
of "Leave No One Behind", strength-
ening the legal framework, partici-
pating in the preparation of voluntary
national reviews, holding political
forums, informing the public, support-
ing people with disabilities, expanding
inter-parliamentary cooperation, and
ensuring efficient funding.

The experience of the Parliament of
Uzbekistan in 2021-2022 serves as an
important potential in accelerating
the set national goals and targets, and
ensuring their legislative, legal, institu-
tional and economic support.
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3. RISKS AND THREATS
TO THE COUNTRY'S
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Monitoring and mechanisms to ensure the achievement of the coun-
try's national sustainable development goals and targets require timely
response, prevention and elimination of possible potential external and
internal threats.

External threats and risks are largely
due to the growing global political,
economic and social tension.

According to the estimates of reputa-
ble international organizations (World
Bank, Asian Development Bank, UN
and others), in the coming years there
will be a downward trend in the global
economy due to increased escalation
of trade disputes between the largest
countries of the world (USA, China,
Russia, EU countries) and tightened
investment conditions.

There is uncertainty and instability of
the global economic environment,
which lead to increased protection-
ist sentiments and the introduction
of various sanctions regimes. This
gives impetus to the implementation
of measures to ensure the self-suffi-
ciency of the needs of the population
and the economy of individual states.

The rupture of long-term stable inter-
national trade and economic ties
requires finding and searching for new
markets, transport corridors and logis-
tics for the sale and purchase of goods
and services.

Unstable and rapidly changing prices
for food products, oil and gas, and
strategic raw materials necessitate the
finding of efficient mechanisms for the
implementation of the SDGs aimed at
increasing competitiveness and pro-
duction efficiency, accelerating the
introduction of new innovative tech-
nologies, training skilled personnel,
developing a green economy, and tak-
ing specific measures to combat infla-
tion expectations.

Achieving the SDGs requires taking
into account such global challenges
associated with increasing inequality
both between countries and within a
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The population of Uzbekistan is projected to approach

people by 2030

country, aswell as regulating the grow-
ing informal migration flows.

The risks associated with global cli-
mate change and its impacts should
be particularly noted. According to the
UN, there is a steady upward trend in
the global average temperature. As a
result, more than 40% of the world's
population has become vulnerable to
climate change. In 2010-2020, more
than 1.2 million people died as a result
of natural disasters, and economic
damage amounted to about 3 trillion
USD. Climate change and its impacts
are projected to cost the global econ-
omy 8 trillion USD over the next 30
years. Negative impacts can also
include food security problems, includ-
ing reduced yields, increased water
scarcity, land degradation, increased
morbidity, etc., which directly affect
the achievement of almost all sustain-
able development goals.

Climate change also increases the fre-

quency of natural disasters. These are jected global average;

floods, droughts and low water levels,

mudflows and sandstorms in Central . the annual probability of experi-

Asia, including Uzbekistan. Natural encing a severe drought is pro-

disasters also include frequent earth- jected to increase significantly;

quakes. These changes require addi-

tional measures to prevent them and - increased temperatures and

reduce their negative impacts (Goal 13). more rapid melting of glaciers
elsewhere in the region may lead

The World Bank's Climate Risk Coun- to severe water shortages along

try Profile for Uzbekistan shows the Uzbekistan’s most important riv-

following results: ers, the Amu Darya and Syr Darya,
in17 years.

- the pace of warming in Uzbeki-
stan significantly exceeds the pro- - the projected temperature rise,
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increases in drought frequency,
and water shortages in Uzbeki-
stan are expected to reduce the
yields of the country’s major crops
by 25%-63% over 30 years, rela-
tive to their 2000-2009 baseline.

- increasesinaverage temperatures

pose a threat to public health in
Uzbekistan via heat stress and
diseases such as acute intestinal
infections, bacterial dysentery
and an increased risk of a resur-
gence of malaria.

External risks will have a certain impact
on the macroeconomic stability, as well
as food, energy, technological, infor-
mational and environmental security
of the country.

Internal risks for Uzbekistan are largely
due to a significantly high population
growth rate. Over the past 30 years,
the population has increased by 14.2
million people and is more than 35.3
million people at the end of 2022, hav-
ing increased by 1.4 million people in
the last three years alone (2019-2021).
The population of Uzbekistan is pro-
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jected to approach 40 million people
by 2030, which will make up almost
half of the population of the Central
Asian countries.

The high demographic potential will
have an impact on the implementation
of all national goals, exerting an addi-
tional burden, including on poverty
reduction, food security, health care,
quality education, infrastructure crea-
tion, urbanization development, envi-
ronmental sustainability, and employ-
ment.

The depletion of water resources,
including due to climate change,
requires proactive measures to ensure
the rational use of water resources,
introduce water-saving technologies,
and find additional sources of water
(Goal 6).

Deterioration of land resources and
desertification trends will have a nega-

tive impact on sustainable agricultural
development and environmental sus-
tainability (Goal 2, Goal 11and Goal 15).

It is necessary to particularly highlight
the problem associated with the dry-
ing up of the Aral Sea and the main-
tenance of sustainable development
of the Aral Sea region of the country
(Goal 15), as well as the risks of earth-
quakes and other emergencies.

In general, potential and real risks will
have a direct impact on the achieve-
ment of the adopted sustainable
development goals and targets, which
necessitates the adoption of addi-
tional measures and the involvement
of financial resources in order to pre-
vent them and reduce their impacts
through specific mechanisms for their
implementation (sectoral, regional
and functional strategies, concepts
and target programs).
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4. PRIORITIES‘AND

KEY RESULTS OF ACHIEVING
THE NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

4.1. Transformations in the name of human
honor and dignity

Uzbekistan is confidently entering a
new stage of its development. The
Development Strategy of New Uzbek-
istan for 2022-2026 lays down the
principle "In the name of human honor
and dignity". The implementation of
this principle is primarily reflected in
the new version of the Constitution of
Uzbekistan, the referendum on which
was held on April 30, 2023. The main
goal of the Constitution of Uzbekistan
is to create decent living conditions
for our people. It reflects many of the
provisions of the SDGs, especially the
norms aimed at building a social and
legal state, protecting the environ-
ment and ensuring sustainable eco-
nomic development. As obligations of
the state, the Basic Law stipulates the
provision of housing for those in need,
the minimum wage necessary for
decent living, guaranteed health care
and education, support for people with
disabilities, youth and women, ensur-
ing the rights and freedoms of citizens,
and other important guarantees.

Along with this, in order to further
improve the mechanism for protecting

human rights and freedoms, the Pres-
idential Decree dated June 22, 2020
adopted the National Strategy of the
Republic of Uzbekistan on Human
Rights, as well as the Roadmap for
implementing it, which provides for 78
activities in five priority areas.

Within the framework of the Program
of Comprehensive Measures to Further
Improve the System of Support for Per-
sons with Disabilities and Strengthen
Guarantees for the Protection of Their
Rights and Freedoms, approved by the
Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan, the Law of the Republic
of Uzbekistan "On the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities" was developed
and adopted in October 2020, which
provides forinternational standards and
requirements of the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Developed with the direct participation
of representatives of all societies of per-
sons with disabilities, the Law is aimed
at regulating the rights of persons with
disabilities, creating equal opportuni-
ties forthem to participate in all spheres
of society without discrimination on the
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basis of disability, on an equal basis with
other members of society. In addition,
on June 7, 2021, the Law "On Ratifica-
tion of the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities" (New York,
December 13, 2006) was adopted, in
accordance with which work is under-
way to improve legislation pursuant to
the requirements of the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities. Also, an Interagency Council
for Persons with Disabilities has been
established and its composition has
been approved, which includes all rep-
resentatives of the Society of Disabled
Persons of Uzbekistan.

While 2022 was declared the "Year of
Ensuring Human Interests and Mahalla
Development”, 2023 is declared the
"“Year of Caring for People and Quality
Education" with the implementation of
relevant state programs.

The results achieved and the meas-
ures being implemented in the field of
improving the well-being of the pop-
ulation are directly related to poverty
reduction (Goal 1), improving nutrition
(Goal 2), promoting healthy lifestyles
(Goal 3), increasing coverage of edu-

cation at all levels (Goal 4), empower-
ing women (Goal 5), employment of
men and women (Goal 8) and reduc-
ing social inequality (Goal 10).

The key achievements of Uzbekistan in
the field of ensuring human honor and
dignity in recent years:

« in August 2021, the Cabinet of
Ministers adopted a resolution
"On the introduction of the pro-
cedure for calculating the amount
of minimum consumer spend-
ing", which serves as an indicator
for determining the poverty line.
According to national statistics,
the share of the population living
below the official poverty line was
17% in 2021. This indicator was cal-
culated by comparing the income
of the population with the cost
of minimum consumer spending.
According to the World Poverty
Clock, the share of the population
living below the absolute poverty
line (1.9 USD per day according
to the World Bank's criterion)
decreased from 11% in 2020 to 9%
in 2023;

« The production of melons, pota-
toes, vegetables, grapes, fruitsand
berries, and livestock products
has significantly increased. Large-
scale work has been launched
in the field of land relations: 100
thousand hectares of sown area
have been transferred to 400
thousand dehkans, which made
it possible to grow additional 1.5
million tons of food products. This
benefited the employment of 100
thousand rural people;

- consistent reduction in child and
infant mortality (in 2017-2021,
child mortality decreased from
15.4 to 12.3 per 1,000 newborns,
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and infant mortality decreased
from 11.5 to 9.2 per 1,000 live
births with a threshold value of
10). In recent years, there has
been a steady increase in the
volume of healthcare financing
- from 71 trillion UZS in 2017 to
121 trillion UZS in 2019 and 19.4
trillion UZS in 2021. The material
and technical base of healthcare
facilities has been significantly
modernized, including in hard-to-
reach mahallas;

education institutions in 2019-
2021 doubled. By 2021, the share
of women in the Oliy Majlis (the
legislative chamber) increased to
32.0%, in the Senate - to 24.0%,
and in leadership positions - to
28.8%. A set of measures is being
implemented to attract women
to entrepreneurship (the share
of women in business entities
has reached 35.0%). In the World
Bank's Women, Business and the
Law Index, Uzbekistan in 2020
was among the 27 countries that
implemented significant reforms

in the field of women's rights and

Uzbekistan ranked first in the top 10 .
gender equality;

countries with the greatest progress in
ensuring food security in 2019-2022.

. in Uzbekistan, education and

upbringing have been declared
the key to sustainable develop-
ment. In 2019-2022 alone, the
coverage of children with pre-
school education increased from
46.6% to 70.0%. The reforms
were highly appreciated by UNE-
SCO. In 2019-2022, the number
of higher education institutions
increased from 108 to 199, and
the quota for admission to higher
education institutions was nearly
doubled and increased to 38 per-
cent. Purposeful work is underway
to improve the quality of the edu-
cational system at all levels;

- gender-responsive legislative and

legal acts are being implemented
(the Law "On Guarantees of Equal
Rights and Opportunities for Men
and Women", the Law "On Protec-
tion of Women from Harassment
and Violence", and the Strategy
for Achieving Gender Equality
in Uzbekistan until 2030). The
number of girls studying in higher

- the ongoing youth policy is par-
ticularly highlighted, where legis-
lative, legal, institutional and eco-
nomic mechanisms for support-
ing and stimulating young people
have been adopted and are being
implemented, primarily in the
fields of employment and educa-
tion (the number of young people
under 30 in 2022 amounted to
54% of the country's population);

« major advances are observed
in improving the access of the
population (including the poor)
to comfortable housing. In 2017-
2022, 300 thousand apartments
and individual houses were built
in the country according to a
standard design, which is 10 times
more than in previous years of
independence. At the same time,
the main increase falls on the last
3 years, based on mortgage lend-

ing.

The individual sustainable develop-
ment goals aimed at ensuring social
security and improving the well-being
of the population are discussed below:
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I'beleive that we can create a poverty-free world
because poverty is not created by poor people.

Muhammad Yunus - Economist, Nobel Peace Prize Iaijreate
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REDUCE POVERTY EVERYWHERE

Uzbekistan is carrying out systematic
work to reduce poverty through the
implementation of the national model.
Since 2021, the county's national pov-
erty rate has been calculated on the
basis of minimum consumer spend-
ing, and according to this criterion it
amounted to 17% in 2021 and 14.1% in
2022.

According to the World Poverty Clock,
the share of the country's population
living below the international poverty
line decreased in 2019-2021from 26.3%
to 25% based on the criterion of 3.2
USD per day and from 11% to 9% based
on the criterion of 1.9 USD per day.

In order to reduce poverty, the follow-
ing measures have been implemented
in the country:

. state support for the growth of
incomes of the population. Every
year, in connection with the
growth of consumer prices, the
wages of budget employees, pen-
sions and benefits are indexed.
Income of the bottom 40 percent
of the population is growing at a
faster pace (122.4% in 2021) com-
pared to the growth rate of per
capita income among the total
population (121.8%);

- a new national model of account-
ing and targeted support for the
poor is being implemented, the
"Single Registry for Social Protec-
tion" information system and the
system for the provision of social
services through the "Social Ser-
vice in the Mahalla" module (the

in Uzbekistan,
education
and upbring-
ing have been
declared the key
to sustainable
development.
In 2019-2022
alone, the cov-
erage of children
with preschooaol
education
increased from
46.6% to

70%

"Social Service in the Mahalla"
model is at the implementation
stage) has been introduced. With
the introduction of modern infor-
mation and communication tech-
nologies, low-income families
are identified, social benefits and
material assistance are assigned
tothem, and services are provided
- at the first stage, more than 20
types of services will be covered,
followed by a gradual expansion
to 70 types of social services;

« employment of unemployed per-

sons from low-income families
through their education, voca-
tional training and involvement in
entrepreneurship. In the context
of each mahalla, lists of women
and youth who are recognized
as unemployed and who have
expressed a desire to work or
engage in entrepreneurship are
compiled. The state compensates
70% of the cost of vocational
and entrepreneurship training
courses. For youth and women
included in the "Women's Note-
book", "Youth Notebook" and
"Iron Notebook", the training is
completely free of charge. Those
who have completed the training
courses are provided with practi-
cal assistance, ranging from state
registration as a business entity to
independent implementation of
activities. Employers who employ
able-bodied women with disabil-
ities every month for six months
are provided with subsidies;

- a system of vocational training of
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the population has been created,
which is an important factor in
reducing poverty. By the end of
2021, 85 thousand citizens were
trained, of which 53 thousand
were women and 26 thousand
were men. In 2020-2021, 668.2
thousand low-income family
members included in the "lron
Notebook" were provided with
jobs. Due to the development of
farms in rural areas, 527 thousand
citizens have been provided with
employment. Concessional loans
and subsidies worth 300 bil-
lion UZS have been allocated to
entrepreneurs-landowners.

On the basis of this new system, 76.5
thousand new business entities have been

created, and 170 thousand unemployed
citizens have completed vocational and
entrepreneurship training.

tributes to increasing the incomes
of migrant workers' families and
reducing poverty in rural areas. In
2020-2021, 74 thousand migrant
workers were trained, for which 95
billion UZS were allocated;

- improving the targeting and

achieving the consistent full cover-
age of all those in need with social
protection measures. In 2017-202],
the population receiving pensions
and benefits of all types (age pen-
sions, disability pensions, etc)
increased from 3.5 to 4.3 million
people, with the average monthly
pension nearly doubled. Social pro-
tection coverage of low-income
families increased from 0.435 mil-
lion to more than 2 million families
(or more than 8 million people).
In this regard, public spending
on social protection increased
by 7 times, and its share in GDP
increased from 0.8% to 2.5%;

. creation of favorable conditions

« inclusive development of the
education system is focused on
reducing poverty among women.
Since 2022, the state has been
financing (subsidizing) interest
rates of educational loans for a
period of 7 years to pay for educa-
tional contracts of women stud-
ying in higher education institu-
tions (bachelor's degree), voca-
tional schools and colleges. Con-
tract payments of all women stud-
ying for a master's degree in state
higher education institutions are
financed from the State Budget
on a non-reimbursable basis;

- the implementation of organized
labor migration with preliminary
training of citizens leaving forwork
in occupations and specialties in
demandinthe host countries con-
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for expanding the provision of
comfortable housing for the pop-
ulation, especially the poor. The
most favorable conditions of con-
cessional lending are being intro-
duced to expand the provision of
housing for the population. The
procedure for obtaining mort-
gage loans has been simplified.
For mortgage loans allocated for
individual housing to low-income
citizens, during the first five years,
subsidies are allocated from the
State Budget to cover the interest
rate and subsidies to compensate
for part of the down payment on a
mortgage loan, depending on the
region. Over the past 3 years, 91.8
thousand families from among
large families, non-working disa-
bled people, lonely elderly people
with disabilities since childhood,



Key results for 2019-2021:

radical institutional changes have been carried
out, and relevant ministries and regional enti-
ties responsible for poverty reduction have been
established;

the national poverty line has been officially
adopted on the basis of minimum consumer
spending of the population, which was developed
with the technical support of the World Bank;

the Social Protection Strategy until 2030 has
been developed and is being implemented;

a new national model of accounting and targeted
support for the poor at the level of local self-gov-
ernment bodies (mahallas] has been introduced;

modern information and communication tech-
nologies have been introduced, in particular, the
"Single Registry for Social Protection” informa-

tion system has been created, which makes it
possible to digitalize the provision of state social
assistance. As a result, the transparency and
efficiency of the distribution of social benefits
has significantly increased;

at the mahalla level, an ohjective assessment
and compilation of a list of the most low-income
families differentiated by individual segments of
the population (women, youth, pensioners, disa-
bled people] are carried out;

special mechanisms have been developed to
train members of poor families in mono-centers
and create new jobs for them in industrial, youth
and entrepreneurial zones; non-standard forms
of employment (home-based work, personal
subsidiary farms] are being developed.

etc. received living space and
improved their living conditions
by obtaining a mortgage loan for
reconstruction. In addition, as a
result of the breakthrough of the
dam of the Sardoba reservoir,
1,480 and 1,160 apartments and
houses were separately built and
allocated to the population in the
Sardoba and Mirzaabad districts
of the Syrdarya region.

The further steps to reduce poverty:

. assessment on the national crite-

rion of poverty disaggregated by
gender, age, and place of residence;

- conduct analysis of multidimen-

sional poverty;

. adopt the Poverty Reduction

Strategy until 2030, which takes
into account the interests of chil-
dren, women, youth, elderly peo-
ple, and disabled people;

- implement the Social Protection

Strategy, strengthen its targeting

and efficiency, improve the qual-
ity of social protection services,
and achieve full coverage of all
those in need with social protec-
tion measures;

- develop targeted programs in the

regions of the country to ensure the
construction of comfortable hous-
ing, taking into account the needs
of the poor and the vulnerable;

- develop the Concept of Com-

prehensive Protection of the
Population and Territories of the
Republic of Uzbekistan from
Emergency Situations until 2030
aimed at increasing the resilience
of socially vulnerable segments of
the population in the face of cli-
mate change and other risks;

. implement a set of measures

to ensure poverty reduction by
2 times in accordance with the
Development Strategy for 2022-
2026, specific measures for which
will be taken into account in the
Poverty Reduction Strategy.
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STRENGTHEN FOOD SECURITY,

IMPROVE NUTRITION AND PROMOTE
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE.

The Government of the Republic of
Uzbekistan approved the Agricultural
Development Strategy until 2030 in
October 2019, which has already con-
tributed to the launch of numerous
major reforms. These include the abo-
lition of the state order system for pro-
duction and the introduction of full-
fledged market mechanisms in the raw
cotton (in 2020) and wheat (in 2022)
markets, as well as the complete refusal
of the systematic use of forced labor in
the harvesting of raw cotton.

Uzbekistan has persistently reformed
agriculture, despite the uncertainty and
volatility of prices caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic in agri-food markets
at the local, regional and global levels.

In recent years, a significant increase
has been achieved in the yield of cot-

Table 2.1. Crop yield [hundred kilograms per hectare)

tonand grapes. At the same time, there
was a decline in the yield of a number
of major crops due to increased fre-
quency of dry years and emerging cli-
matic anomalies. The yield of melon
food crops has decreased (vegetables,
corn, grain, potatoes, and wheat).

In recent years, systematic measures
have been implemented to create sus-
tainable food production systems. The
area under perennial crops, such as
orchards and vineyards, has increased
due to the use of land released from
cotton. In 2016, fruits and grapes were
grown on 410 thousand hectares or
9.4% of the total sown area. In 2019,
the area under fruit crops and grapes
increased to 456 thousand hectares,
and in 2021 - to 476 thousand hec-
tares. In addition, traditional orchards
with low yields are gradually being

Crop 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Raw cotton 234 24.0 20.9 25.6 29.0 30.7
Wheat 479 42.2 41.0 46.3 454 46.1
Grain maize 54.2 48.1 49.0 472 46.3 4q4.7
Grapes 142.3 157.0 157.5 1538 152.0 1547
Potatoes 225.1 2179 224.8 227.3 2134 2017
Vegetahles 2711 253.6 2371 235.6 2344 236.0
Food melons 2094 1g7.8 189.8 1804 168.3 176.2

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan
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Table 2.2. Area of fruits and berries and grapes (hectares)

Fruits and berries, total

Grapes

replaced by intensive orchards with
much higher yields. These advances
provide a solid foundation for sustain-
able agricultural development.

In total, in 2017-2022, the quality of
1,006.5 thousand hectares of land was
improved in the country, including
dripirrigation was introduced on 398.4
thousand hectares, sprinkling-on 30.8
thousand hectares, discrete irrigation
technologies - on 16.3 thousand hec-
tares, as well as 451.9 thousand hec-
tares of land were leveled using laser
equipment. At the same time, irriga-
tion of 72.9 thousand hectares and 36.1
thousand hectares was implemented
by flexible pipes and laying the film on
the ground, respectively.

In 2020-2021, Uzbekistan began to
actively provide support for the intro-

279,609
131,173

271,620
114,540

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

319,222
113,253

duction of water-saving technologies
in cotton growing and horticulture. In
the republican budget, 120 billion UZS
were allocated in 2019, 132 billion UZS
in 2020 and 199 billion UZS in 2021 to
co-finance investments in water-sav-
ing technologies for growing cotton,
as well as 80-90 billion UZS in 2020-
2021 for water-saving technologies in
horticulture. Regulatory requirements
for intensive orchards have been
adopted to include drip irrigation and
otherwater-saving technologies in the
investment package.

Table 2.3. Production of certain types of crop and livestock products (tons)

Potatoes 2,789,476 2,793,689 2,911,933
Vegetahles 10,184,023 10,219,914 9,760,323
Food melons 2,044,929 2,030,992 1,836,959
Fruits and berries, total 2,612,865 2,614,916 2,706,247
Grapes 1,613,131 1,625,511 1,589,784
Meat, total (live weight] 2,172,485 2,286,771 2,430,506
Milk 9,703441  10,047860 10466413
Eggs, thousand 6,152,506 6,332,746 7459,255

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

336,581 336,263 342,494

120,176 128,195 133,730
3,089,658 3,143,818 3,285,646
10,215,058 10431,371 10,850,198
2,068,663 2,134,408 2,285,288
2,752,721 2,812,618 2,852,567
1,603,308 1,606,945 1,695,259
2,473,618 2,518,570 2,635,105
10,714,327 10,976,888 11,274,233
7,771,161 7,781,233 7,788 417
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Figure 2.1. Production of agricultural products, thousand tons

Potatoes

Vegetables

Grapes

Fruits and berries

Cereals

Meat (live weight)

Milk

Eggs, million

2068,7

2281,1
3089,7
3292,3
1603,3
1695,1
2752,7
2852,5
74378
7540,9
2473,6
26404
7771,2
8053,1

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

10215,1
10859,3

@ -o18
@ 2021

10714,3
11286,9
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Table 2.3. Top 10 countries with the greatest progress in GFSI in 2019-2022.

73

29
88
o8
=108
o4
18
71

Uzbekistan 514
Saudi Arabia 65.0
Bulgaria 68.2
Rwanda 47.0
Guatemala 59.7
Madagascar 376
Argentina 62.3
Costa Rica 74.9
Ukraine 593.9
France 7789

57.5 +6.1
69.9 +4.9
73.0 +4.8
50.6 +3.6
62.8 +3.1
40.6 +3.0
64.8 +2.5
774 +2.5
579 +24
80.2 +2.3

Source: Compiled on the basis of https://impact.economist.com/sustainability/project/food-security-index

The production of melons has signif-
icantly increased from 2,068.7 thou-
sand tons in 2019 to 2,285 thousand
tons (+10.5%) in 2021. In this period,
the production of potatoes has also
increased by 6.3%, vegetables by 6.2%,
grapes by 6.6%, and fruits and berries
by 3.6%. The production of livestock
products has significantly increased:
meat (live weight) by 6.7%, milk by
5.3%, and eggs by 3.6% (Figure 2.1).

It is worth noting that in the Global
Food Security Index (GFSI) ranking,
Uzbekistan ranked first in the Top 10
countries with the greatest progress in
ensuring food security in 2019-2022,
thus having improved its score for this
period by 6.1 points, which allowed the
country to rise from 85th place to 73rd
place in the overall ranking.

In addition, according to the State
of Food Security and Nutrition in
the World 2022 report (FAO, IFAD,
UNICEF and WHOQ), less than 2.5% of

the total populationis undernourished.
In Central Asia, only Kazakhstan has
such aresult. This figure has decreased
from 14.7% compared to 2004-2006.

Further steps:

« gradually reduce cotton and
wheat cultivation on low-yielding
lands, and allocate the released
land for vegetable crops and per-
ennial plantings;

. gradually replace existing old
orchards and vineyards with
intensive ones, as well as create
new intensive orchards and plant-
ings of horticultural crops on the
released land using high-tech
agrotechnical measures. At the
same time, an increase in plant-
ings and the share of high-yield-
ing intensive orchards up to 50%
in 2030 will increase the yield by
at least 3-4 times;
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. develop an incentive system in
improving the fertility of agricul-
tural land;

- improve access to services, knowl-

edge, markets, resources and
finance for small agricultural pro-
ducers and family farms in order
to increase their productivity and
incomes;

« introducing advanced resource-

saving technologies for irrigation
of crops on 200 thousand hec-

tares of land every year can signif-
icantly increase the efficiency of
using irrigation water and agricul-
tural land;

« reduce direct pressures on bio-

logical diversity, and use its com-
ponents in productive landscapes
in a sustainable manner;

.+ increase the incomes of rural res-

idents and ensure affordability of
healthy nutrition for all segments
of the population.
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GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

‘_IWe are ready to use any means and opportunities to

,-|ensure the health of our people. Personally, for me, the
health of the nation is above all and most valuable.

H.E. Shavkat Mirziyoyev - President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
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ENSURE HEALTHY LIVES AND PROMOTE
WELL-BEING FOR ALL AT ALL AGES

In recent years, there has been a pos-
itive trend in achieving the goals set
to ensure public health. A number of
official documents have been adopted
in order to provide legislative and legal
support for reducing maternal mortal-
ity by a third by 2030:

- Law of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan “On the Protection of Repro-
ductive Health of Citizens” dated
March 11, 2019;

« Resolution of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
improving the quality and further
expandingthe coverage of medical

ARY NATIONAL R EW OF THE THE
S -
- e

care provided to women of repro-
ductive age, pregnant women and
children” dated November 8, 2019;

. Resolution of the President of

the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
additional measures to compre-

hensively develop the healthcare
sector” dated May 25, 20271;

. Resolution of the Cabinet of Min-

isters “On approval of the Regula-
tions on the Procedure for Provid-
ing Those in Need with Prosthetic
and Orthopedic Devices and
Technical Means of Rehabilita-
tion” dated July 1, 2021, accord-

BLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023 IEEM




Figure 3.1. Maternal mortality per
100,000 live births

2021
2020
2015
2010
2005
2000

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

Figure 3.2. Infant mortality and mortality among
children under S years old (per 1,000 live births)

Infant mortality (under 1 year old)

11.0 11.5

9.9 9.3 9.4 9.2

2010 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Mortality among children under 5 years old

14.8 154

131 o4 15 123

2010 2017 2018 2018 2020 2021

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan
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ing to which certificates were
introduced to ensure that those
in need can voluntarily choose a
technical means of rehabilitation
or a prosthetic and orthopedic
appliance from the manufacturer
of these products;

. Resolution of the President of

the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
measures to further improve the
system of providing specialized
medical care in the field of health-
care” dated July 29, 2021;

. Resolution of the President of the

Republic of Uzbekistan “On meas-
ures to furtherimprove the quality
of healthcare and social services
provided to disabled people”
dated August 9, 2021, according
to which people with disabilities
are provided with new technol-
ogies, such as “Smart Watch”,
“Talking Thermometer”, “Talking
Tonometer”, exoskeletons, elec-
trically powered wheelchairs and
modern hearing aids, as well as
devices for learning Braille;

. Resolution of the President of

the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
strengthening the protection of
motherhood and childhood in
2022-2026" dated April 25, 2022.

In order to create a transparent and
overarching single system for deter-
mining disability through the introduc-
tion of advanced methods and criteria,
the Cabinet of Ministers has adopted
the Resolution No. 62 dated February
8,2022 “On approval of regulatory legal
acts relating to the activities and struc-
ture of the medical and social examina-
tion service”, which provides for:

. transiting from the system of

medical and labor examination



(VTE) to the system of medical
and social examination (MSE);

. creating a single examination
system covering the period from
birth to death of a person;

. establishing 19 pediatric medi-
cal and social examination com-
missions (MSECs) to determine
the disability of children under 18
years old (previously, the determi-
nation of disability in children was
carried out before the age of 16);

- eliminating red tape in the exam-
ination process, and ensuring
transparency in the activities of
medical and social examination;

- reducing the time and simplifying
the examination procedure;

. introducing the procedure for
correspondence examination to
determine disability of citizens;

« introducing the practice of
assigning disability for an indefi-
nite period to a citizen recognized
as a person with a disability, with
anatomical defects, having obvi-
ous signs of disability, without
conducting an additional exami-
nation to obtain clinical and func-
tional information.

The effectiveness of the measures
taken was reflected in the reduction
of maternal mortality (Figure 3.1). At
the same time, the proportion of births
attended by skilled health personnel
remains at a high level (100%).

To provide a legal and regulatory
framework for achieving the goal of
reducing the mortality of newborns
and children under 5 years old by 2
times by 2030, the following regula-

tory legal acts have also been adopted:

- Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On Support of Breastfeeding and
Food Requirements for Infants
and Young Children” dated Octo-
ber 23, 2019;

« Resolution of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On meas-
ures to further improve medical
and social assistance to children
with rare and other hereditary and
genetic diseases” dated Septem-
ber7,2019.

There has been a consistent reduction
ininfant mortality and mortality among
children under 5 years old in the coun-
try (Figure 3.2). Thus, in 2017-2021,
the mortality among children under 5
years old decreased from 15.4 to 12.3
per 1,000 live births, and infant mor-
tality decreased from 11.5 to 9.2 per
1,000 live births with a threshold value
of 10. However, according to the Mul-
tiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)
of households conducted by the Sta-
tistics Agency and UNICEF, neonatal
mortality tends to increase over the
past 5 years compared to the previ-
ous five-year period (from 12 to 17 per
1,000 live births).

In addition, according to the esti-
mates of the UN Inter-agency Group
for Child Mortality Estimation, half of
the 28,000 neonatal deaths in East-
ern Europe and Central Asia occur in
Turkey, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. The
share of neonatal mortality in Uzbek-
istan in the region of Eastern Europe
and Central Asia is 21%, which is twice
the annual number of births.

By 2030, it is planned to reduce the
incidence of tuberculosis and HIV
among the population and ensure
combating hepatitis, water-borne dis-
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eases, and other infectious diseases.

In recent years, the Government of
Uzbekistan has undertaken a large-
scale program of legislative reform of
the national healthcare sector, aimed
at increasing the population’s access
to affordable medicines and mod-
ernized infrastructure with trained
medical personnel. However, despite
the progress made in some areas, the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has
revealed the main shortcomings of the
healthcare system in Uzbekistan, such
as a reduced number of doctors per
capita, unequal access to healthcare
services, unequal quality of services,
poor infection prevention and control
in healthcare facilities, etc.

In order to eliminate all these short-
comings, the new strategy of the Gov-
ernment of Uzbekistan in the field of
SDGs until 2030 is aimed at develop-
ing a system-wide healthcare strategy
and a roadmap with evidence-based
actions to improve the healthcare
system. The international donor com-
munity, including UNICEF, supported
the Ministry and ensured that all com-
ponents of the healthcare system
were taken into account to ensure the
strengthening and sustainability of the
immunization program in the future.

The incidence of drug-resistant tuberculosis in 2021 was
6.7 per 100,000 people, which is

43.7%

less than in 2015.

On November 10, 2020, the Presi-
dential Decree “On improving health
promotion and healthy nutrition” was
published. Pursuant to this Decree,

from January 1, 2022, a universal pro-
gressive patronage model has been
implemented to provide care for the
development of children under five
years old. Potentially, more than four
million children each year could bene-
fit from improved at-home healthcare
services. More than 50,000 patron-
age nurses across the country are
working to improve services for preg-
nant women, caregivers and children
under five years old at the primary
health care level, where the popula-
tion receives basic healthcare services
such as vaccinations, antenatal care,
and treatment of illness.

Overthe past 20 years, the coverage of
routine vaccinations in Uzbekistan has
traditionally been high, and an analysis
of annual data shows that it exceeds
95 percent in the country. However,
the COVID-19 pandemic has affected
the immunization program and the
healthcare system as a whole.

In order to provide legal support,
the Resolution of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan dated
13.02.2019 “On measures to improve
the system of providing specialized
phthisiatric and pulmonary care” has
been adopted.

In 2021, the rate of newly diagnosed
tuberculosis was 34.8 per 100,000
population. This indicator decreased
by 121% compared to 2015. The inci-
dence rate has significantly decreased
among children O-14 years old (17.4% in
2021), among children 15-17 years old
(22.2%).

Measures to improve the material and
technical condition of TB facilities are
included in the set of measures. As
part of this set of measures for 2019-
2021, 12 million USD was allocated to
equip TB facilities with the most mod-
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ern medical equipment. To increase
the coverage of the appropriate pre-
vention and treatment system, the 2nd
provincial TB hospital was established
in Namangan province.

The main task now is to ensure the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of the meas-
ures taken. In order to further improve
specialized phthisiatric and pulmonary
care, as well as to strengthen measures
to ensure a stable sanitary and epide-
miological situation in the country, it is
necessary to implement all the devel-
oped measures step by step. It is nec-
essary toamend the Law of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan “On Protection of the
Population from Tuberculosis”.

It is planned to reduce premature
mortality among the population from
cardiovascular, cancer, diabetes and
chronic respiratory diseases by 30% by

2030. To implement this task, a num-
ber of regulatory legal acts have been
adopted:

- Law of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan “On Limiting the Distribution
and Consumption of Alcohol and
Tobacco Products” (Approved by
the Senate on August 26, 2011);

« Resolution of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On meas-
ures to prevent non-communi-
cable diseases, support a healthy
lifestyle and increase the level of
physical activity of the population”
(dated December 18, 2018);

« Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On
measures for the widespread
introduction of a healthy lifestyle
and the further development of

Figure 3.3. Standardized mortality rate for main causes of death, number of deaths per

100,000 population
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan
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mass sports” dated October 30,
2020.

- Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On Psychiatric Care” dated May
12,2021

« Resolution of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
additional measures to further
improve the system of providing
drug dependence treatment to
the population” dated May 16,
2022.

There is a reduction in premature mor-
tality associated with accidents, inju-
ries, poisoning, neoplasms (oncologi-
cal), and due to diseases of the diges-
tive system (Figure 3.3).

The surge in COVID-19, as in the rest
of the world, has led to an increase in
mortality due to respiratory diseases
and diseases of the circulatory system.
In order to combat COVID-19, special-
ized prevention and treatment centers
have been established. Quarantine
conditions were used in these centers
to prevent the spread of the disease. In
addition, a large amount of testing of

the population was carried out, which
helped to detect infected people in
time. Also, if at least one family mem-
ber was ill, the whole family remained
under home quarantine conditions.

An important task is to improve the
prevention and treatment of addiction
to psychoactive substances, includ-
ing drug and alcohol abuse (reduce
harmful alcohol consumption by 10%).
To solve this problem, the Resolution
of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan “On measures to improve
the system of providing drug depend-
ence treatment to the population of
the Republic of Uzbekistan” dated
October3,2019, the Law of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan “On Prevention and
Treatment of Narcological Diseases”
dated October 27, 2020, and the Res-
olution of the President of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan “On additional meas-
ures to further improve the system of
providing drug dependence treatment
to the population” dated May 16, 2022
have been adopted.

In 2010-2021, the incidence of nar-
cological disorders per 100 thousand
people has the following trend: drug

Figure 3.4. Share of the population with a high proportion of family expenditure
on medical care in total household expenditures
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan
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Figure 3.5. Provision of doctors per 10 thousand people
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addiction decreased from 7.6 to 3.0,
alcoholism increased from 18.9 to 21.7,
and substance abuse increased from
01t00.2.

The increase in the incidence of narco-
logical disorders indicates an improve-
ment in the detectability and an
increase in the population’s applica-
tion for drug dependence treatment.

Systematic measures aimed at ensur-
ing road safety are being implemented
in the country. Over the past 5 years,
taking into account international doc-
uments and foreign experience, the
legal framework in this area has been
improved.

Measures are being taken in

the country to introduce health
insurance mechanisms

In May 2018, the Concept of Road
Safety in the Republic of Uzbekistan
for2018-2022 and the Roadmap forits
implementation were approved.

Measures have been taken to improve
the efficiency of the activities of the

internal affairs bodies in this area. Sys-
tematic monitoring of information on
the state of road safety and analysis of
accident clusters is carried out, as well
as measures are being taken to change
the road infrastructure, including the
arrangement of new pedestrian cross-
ing points.

Since 2021, the government has been
implementing an initiative to attract
business entities to ensure road safety
byinstalling and operating special soft-
ware and technical devices for photo
and video recording of violations.

The system and the quality of training
of professional personnel in the field of
public safety have been improved.

The measures taken are yielding pos-
itive results. In recent years, there has
been a downward trend in the num-
ber of road accidents, including those
resulting in death. The mortality rate
on the roads of the country decreased
to 6.9 people per 100 thousand popu-
lation in 2021, compared to 7.6 people
per 100 thousand population in 2017.

According to the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO), Uzbekistan has the
lowest rates of road fatalities.
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Specific measures have been taken to
achieve the objectives of ensuring the
reproductive health of the population.
The target is to increase the number
of women of reproductive age (15-49
years old) using modern contracep-
tives (“the prevalence of contracep-
tives”) to 85% by 2030 (46.9% in 2021).

There are positive changes in family
expenditures on medical care. Thus,
in 2015-2021, there was an increase
in the number of households from
the level of more than 10% of family
expenditures on medical care in total
expenditures (up to 23.8% by 2021).
And the share of families with a propor-
tion of expenditures on medical care
of more than 25% has tended to grow
since 2019 and significantly decrease
in 2020 (2.9% or a decrease of 0.5 per-
centage points), which is associated
with a strong social policy of the state
during the pandemic (Figure 3.4).

The number of doctors of all specialties
per 10,000 population increased from
264 in 2015 to 271 in 2021, and the
number of paramedical personnel per
10,000 population decreased from
106.5t0105.6, respectively (Figure 3.5).

Transforming the healthcare system
includes fundamental changes in
health financing and service delivery
systems, as well as increasing the role
of primary health care. In this area, the
State Health Insurance Fund (SHIF)
has been created as a single national
association and procurement organ-
ization, as well as strategic mecha-
nisms for the procurement of medical
services and a universal state guaran-
tees package have been established.
These mechanisms have been piloted
in Syrdarya province, and they are
planned to be extended to Tashkent
from July 2023, and to other regions
from 2024.




Inview of the above, it should be noted
that publichealthinsuranceis the most
important component of both social
protection and economic well-being,
in particular:

« it promotes access of any person,
regardless of income, social sta-
tus, etc., to quality healthcare ser-
vices.

- it promotes more efficient use of
financial resources allocated to
healthcare facilities.

« itincreases the role of family doc-
tors, as well as improves preven-
tive services at the primary level,
suchasscreeningsand check-ups,
to prevent the development of
severe diseases and chronic con-
ditions, which in turn can reduce
public spending on healthcare in
the long term and on maintaining
people’s productivity (especially
taking into account the problems
of aging in the future).

- it provides person-centered med-
ical care and promotes healthy
competition between healthcare
facilities, as “money follows the
patient”, which also contributes
to improving the competence of
managers and healthcare person-
nel.

In order to carry out systematic moni-
toring of the use of natural resources,
assessment, information  support
for state control in the field of envi-
ronmental protection, targeted and
rational use of natural resources, the
Government Resolution “On improv-
ing the environmental monitoring sys-

temin the Republic of Uzbekistan” was
adopted on September 5, 2019.

The number of environmental moni-
toring facilities for air pollution sources
increased from 264 in 2019 to 294 in
2020, for water and surface water-
courses from 171 to 207, and for soils
from 123 to 127, respectively.

Further steps:

. strengthen the role of relevant
government entities and the
media in conducting explanatory
work with the population aimed at
preventing tuberculosis and HIV,
combating hepatitis, water-borne
diseases, and other infectious dis-
eases;

. promote a healthy lifestyle and
proper nutrition;

. strengthen the material and tech-
nical base, as well as reconstruct,
overhaul and construct new build-
ings of facilities providing special-
ized high-tech medical care to
pregnant women and children,
republican and regional, as well as
obstetric and pediatric facilities;

- developandimplementadvanced
methods of prevention, diagno-
sis and treatment of nonspecific
tuberculosis lung diseases, fur-
ther strengthen the material and
technical base of TB facilities and
equip them with the most modern
medical equipment;

- create a system of multidiscipli-
nary clinics.
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QUALITY
EDUCATION

]

Improving the quality of education is the only correct '-'f-",
‘way for the development of New Uzbekistan :

H.E. Shavkat Mirziyoyev - President of the Republic of Uzbekis
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ENSURE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE

QUALITY EDUCATION AND PROMOTE
LIFELONG LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ALL.

Education is one of the important and
key sectors of the socio-economic
development of the country. Quality
and inclusiveness were chosen as pri-
ority areas for reforms in this field.

In recent years, there has been a
steady upward trend in the coverage
of children from 3 to 6 years old with
the preschool education system (from
40% in 2019 to 67,2% in 2021) (Figure
41). According to the Development
Strategy of New Uzbekistan, the goal is
to increase the coverage of preschool
education to 80% by 2026.

A particularly positive trend is the
increase in the coverage of girls with
the preschool education system,
which until 2019, traditionally, as at
all levels of education, was below the
rate of coverage of boys. The active
stimulation of the involvement of the
private sector in the system and the
increase in the number of family pre-
school education institutions contrib-
uted to an increase in the coverage
with preschool education (Figure 4.2),
including children from low-income
families.

Figure 4.1. Trend in the coverage of children 3-6 years old with preschool education, and the
number of children per 100 places in preschool education institutions

124

120

112 110

67,2
52,3
37,

2018 2018 2020 2021

. Number of children per 100 places -o- Coverage of children 3-6 years old with preschool education, %

*] Since 2019, including information on pupils of family non-governmental preschool educational organizations provided by the
Ministry of Preschoal and School Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan
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Figure 4.2. Contribution of family preschool education institutions to increasing the coverage
of children 3-6 years old with preschool education in 2021 (%)
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Republic of Uzbekistan
Andijan region
Bukhara region
Jizzakh region
Kashkadarya region
Navoi region
Namangan region
Samarkand region
Surkhandarya region
Syrdaryaregion
Tashkent region
Fergana region
Khorezm region
Tashkent city

Republic of Karakalpakstan

Coverage of children with preschool education,
excluding family preschool education institutions
Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the
Republic of Uzbekistan

Coverage of children with preschool education,
including family preschool education institutions

Figure 4.3. Participation rate in organized learning
(one year before the official primary entry age), by sex

@ bothsexes
@ boys
. girls

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
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Figure 4.4. Upward trend in the number of higher education institutions operating in the
Republic of Uzbekistan

‘ Higher education institutions, total

@ incl. Foreign universities
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90
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Despite the active involvement of rural
children in preschool education and
more efficient use of places in pre-
school institutions (105 children per
100 places in 2021, compared to 76
children per 100 places in 2010), the
problem of uneven distribution of chil-
dren in preschool institutions remains
urgent. Despite these results, attend-
ance gaps are still driven by gender
differences, aswell as rural and income

Figure 4.5. Number of separate quotas allocated
for young people with physical disabilities and
from low-income families in 2020-2022

9571
4789 4940
for disabled for disabled for disabled
persons persons persons

Source: Statistical data of the State Testing Center of the Republic

of Uzhekistan

disparities, as shown in recent MICS
data published in 2022.

In terms of the participation rate in
organized learning one year before
the official primary entry age, the indi-
cators of the Republic of Uzbekistan
from 2015 to 2021 improved by more
than 3 times (Figure 4.3).

As with the coverage of children 3-6
years old with preschool education,
the coverage of girls with the system of
preparation for school is ahead of the
coverage of boys for the second year
inarow.

The upward trend in the number of
higher education institutions (Figure
4.4), including branches of foreign uni-
versities and private ones, an increase
in state quotas for higher education, as
well as the allocation of separate quo-
tas to secondary graduates with disa-
bilities and from low-income families
(Figure 4.5) have a positive impact on
increasing the coverage of young peo-
ple with higher education (Figure 4.6).

Along with this, according to the
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Decree of the President of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan, persons registered in
the “Single Registry for Social Protec-
tion” information system and their chil-
dren, as well as young people included
in the “Youth Notebook”, are exempt
from the fee established for partici-
pation in testing upon admission to
higher education institutions. As a
result,in 2022, about 10 thousand peo-
ple included in the “Youth Notebook”
to participate in testing, and more than
261 thousand people registered in the
“Single Registry for Social Protection”
information system and their children
were exempt from this fee, which gave
them an additional opportunity to
enter higher education institutions.

In the 2021-2022 academic year,
21,685 children with special educa-
tional needs were educated in special-
ized schools and boarding schools, of
which 6,474 in sanatorium-type board-
ing schools for children with tuberculo-
sis and bone diseases and 14,059 indi-
vidually at home. On June 7, 2021, the
Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
Ratification of the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities”

was signed, and in order to ensure the
right of every child to inclusive edu-
cation, inclusive classes were organ-
ized in general education schools in
the 2021-2022 academic year. As of
December 2022, 204 inclusive classes
were organized for the education of
students in 195 schools of the coun-
try. These schools provide all facilities
for teaching children with special edu-
cational needs, in particular, ramps,
special furniture, sanitary and hygienic
facilities, as well as teaching materials
and teaching staff.

The rate of coverage of young women
with higher education in 2015-2021
improved by 5 times, but compared to
the coverage of men, it is still lower by
1.64%.

The share of the population that has
information and communication tech-
nology skills increased by an average
of 1.6 percentage points in 2021 com-
pared to 2019.

The dynamics of the parity index (in
rural and urban areas, the level of
well-being) in the education system

Figure 4.6. Growth in the coverage of young people (18-22 years old)
with higher education, %

@ bothsexes
@ boys
' girls

33

2015

2016 2017

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

2021
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Table 4.1. Share of general education schools with access to essential facilities and services

Schools with access to 2017 2021
a] electricity 99.0 99.8
b] the Internet for pedagogical purposes 879 92.5
c] computers for pedagogical purposes 87.3 97.7
d) adapted infrastructure and materials for students with disahilities = 38.0
e] basic drinking water 344 86.5
f] single-sex hasic sanitation facilities 154 81.3
g) basic handwashing facilities 59.0 90.9

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

in 2021 is seen important. According
to the parity index of the education
system, the differentiation between
urban andrural areas is 0.022 percent-
age points. For quintiles in 2017-2021,
animprovementis noted in the first (by
0.11 percentage points) and fifth quin-
tiles (by 0.06 percentage points).

There has been a significant increase
in the access of educational institu-
tions to basic handwashing facilities,
basic drinking water, and single-sex
basic sanitation facilities. The share of
schools with access to the Internet and
computers for pedagogical purposes
increased to 92.5% in 2021 (Table 4.1).

Further steps:

. it is important to emphasize the
priority of education as a key sec-
tor of the socio-economic devel-
opment of the country. Also, qual-
ity and inclusive education are
selected as key areas of reform;

- develop Internet infrastructure in
remote regions;

- shape an exact goalamong young
people about the supposed future
profession;

. promote self-education of the

population and establish it as a
tradition;

« ensure the efficient implementa-

tion of strategies and concepts to
improve the quality of education,
including the Development Strat-
egy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-
2026;

. continue efforts to ensure the

accessibility and inclusiveness of
education;

- expand public-private partner-

ships and attract private invest-
ment in education;

- digitalize education and create

digital educational content, as
well as promote interactive and
distance learning methods;

. introduce a national assessment

system in order to objectively
assess the knowledge, skills and
qualifications of schoolchildren;
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GENDER
EQUALITY
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«’G‘;eﬁder equality is more than a goal in itself. It is a
precondition for meeting the challenge of reducing

poverty, promoting sustainable development and

building good governance. :-‘Sg
Y4
Kofi Annan - Former Secretary-General of the United Nation:

Nobel Prize laureate

el st
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ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY AND
EMPOWER ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS.

Uzbekistan has ratified all the major
international treaties that regulate the
legal, economic and social protection
of women against all forms of discrim-
ination.

Since 2019, national legal mecha-
nisms have been in place to ensure
compliance with the rules of non-dis-
crimination on the grounds of gender.
Gender-responsive laws have been
adopted, such as “On Guarantees of
Equal Rights and Opportunities for
Men and Women” and “On Protection
of Women from Harassment and Vio-
lence”.

The program of comprehensive meas-
ures to implement the Strategy for
Achieving Gender Equality in the
Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030
(2021), approved by the Senate of the
Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbeki-

b= ;
o -

stan, defines specific tasks aimed at
widely involving women in entrepre-
neurship and steadily increasing their
incomes. The Strategy provides for
specific measures aimed at support-
ing women’s entrepreneurship, which
provide for an integrated approach to
the implementation of the principle
of equality between women and men
in all spheres and levels of making and
executing decisions.

Gender policy is based on Strategies
and national programs related to the
economic empowerment of women.
Thus, the Resolution of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan approved
the National Program to Increase the
Activity of Women in All Spheres of
Economic, Political and Social Life of
the Country (2022).

In order to create an institutional
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framework for promoting gender-re-
sponsive policies at all levels of gov-
ernment, a specialized state body was
established in 2022 - the State Com-
mittee for Family and Women, the Par-
liament established the Republican
Commission on Enhancing the Role
of Women in Society, Gender Equality
and the Family, and similar territorial
commissions were established at local
Kengashes of People’s Deputies.

The Strategy for Achieving Gender
Equality in the Republic of Uzbekistan
until 2030, adopted in 2021, defines
priorities aimed at increasing the activ-
ity of women in all spheres of eco-
nomic, political and social life of the
country, ensuring equal and quality
education for all, creating opportuni-
ties for girls from rural areas to obtain
higher education, and preventing vio-
lence and human trafficking.

The number of girls studying at higher
education institutions has increased
by 2 times. The growth of skilled

personnel from among women con-
tributes to increased activity in all
spheres of life.

The political activity of women in the
Legislative Chamber and the Senate of
the Oliy Majlis is growing, as well as the
share of women in leadership positions.

Gender equality in the IT industry is
steadily growing: the share of women
having a mobile phone and using the
Internet is increasing.

In order to ensure employment, create
decent working conditions and provide
state support for poor and vulnerable

women, lists of women and youth who
are recognized as unemployed and
who have expressed a desire to work
or engage in entrepreneurship have
been compiled in the context of each
mahalla. The state compensates 70%
of the cost of vocational and entrepre-
neurship training courses. For low-in-
comewomen, the training is completely
free of charge. There are a downward
trend in women’s unemployment and
an upward trend in women’s employ-
ment in 2020-2021 (Figure 5.1).

According to Figure 5.2, mostlywomen
choose to work in social spheres. The
share of women working in the edu-
cation and healthcare sectors is about
76%, and the trend continues. In addi-
tion, in the industrial sectors and agri-
culture, their share is also impressive,
about 45%.

In order to ensure the inclusive devel-
opment of the education system aimed
at women, additional 4% of state
grants for girls entering higher educa-
tion institutions have been introduced
starting from the 2020/2021 academic
year. As a result, women accounted for
45.6% of students who entered higher
education institutions. Since 2022, the
state has been financing interest-free
educational loans for a period of 7
years to pay for educational contracts
of women studying in higher educa-
tion institutions, vocational schools
and colleges. As a result, the number
of women in higher education institu-
tions has significantly increased (Fig-
ure 5.3).

Along with this, the payment of arrears
on alimony obligations from the State
Targeted Fund “Alimony Payments”
has begun.

Women are provided with conces-
sional loans in the amount of up to
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Figure 5.1. Women’s employment and unemployment rate
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Figure 5.2. Share of women by field of activity (%)
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Figure 5.3. Number of students in higher education institutions
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In the 2020-2022 academic year, about

9,000

girls were admitted to higher education institutions on the
basis of the special grant

35 million UZS for the construction of
greenhouses for growing flowers and
vegetables on their household plots,
and the launch of animal husbandry,
poultry farming, fish farming, bee-
keeping, etc.

In Uzbekistan, there are 3.94 million
people engaged in unpaid care work, of
them 92 percent are women. In order to
reduce inequality in access to care and
domesticworkservicesin the family, the
“Social Service in the Mahalla” is being
introduced, the coverage of children
with preschool institutions is expand-
ing, and local household services are
developing at an accelerated pace.

In order to ensure the full participation
of women at all levels of decision-mak-
ing in political and public life, women
currently account for 21% of the total

number of employees in the state
civil service system, of which 10% hold
leadership positions.

In 2021, the World Bank's Women,
Business and the Law Index ranked
Uzbekistan among the 27 countries
that have implemented significant
reforms in the field of women's rights
and gender equality. Particularly high
scores were achieved in such compo-
nents of the index as women'’s mobil-
ity, entrepreneurship and assets. At
the same time, Uzbekistan will have to
improve its gender policy on issues of
discrimination in the workplace, wages
and pensions, as well as gender parity
in the upbringing of children.

The data of the Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey of households for 2021-
2022 shed light on harmful practices
and attitudes towards violence against
women. 41% of women 15-49 years old
consider it lawful for a husband to beat
his wife, this percentage being higher
in the Central-Eastern (46%) and Cen-
tral (53%) regions. Among girls 15-19
years old, 33% believe that a husband
has the right to beat his wife.
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Figure 5.4. Share of seats held by women
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023 63



Tnshk'e_,nr"

= ——

klubi koordin

The marriageable age was set at 18
for boys and girls in 2019, however, in
accordance with the conclusions of
the Committee on the Rights of the
Child of 2022, it is recommended to
abolish all exceptions allowing mar-
riage before the age of 18.

In 2021, the centers for the rehabili-
tation and adaptation of women have

provided assistance to more than
50 thousand women.

Also, a set of measures has been
adopted to eliminate violence against
women, including human trafficking,
sexual and other forms of exploitation.

Inthe structure of the Procurator-Gen-
eral’s Office, the Ministry of Internal

Affairs and their territorial subdivisions,
special departments have been estab-
lished to ensure women'’s rights and
protect women from harassment and
violence.

A roadmap is being implemented to
prevent cases of violence and suicide
and to support victims thereof.

Centers for the rehabilitation and
adaptation of women (1 republican,
14 regional and 14 inter-district) have
been established to provide them with
emergency medical, psychological,
social and legal assistance.

The creation of the single interactive
national platform “AZIZ-AYOL.UZ"
for the provision of information and
consulting services to women, as well
as the integration of the hotline of
the centers for the rehabilitation and
adaptation of women “1146” provided
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opportunities for round-the-clock
reception of complaints about cases of
violence and harassment against vic-
tims.

Liability for committing violence
against women has been enhanced
by introducing delicts of administra-
tive and criminal offenses consisting
of sexual harassment, family/domes-
tic violence, and dissemination of inti-
mate information and photos/videos.

In addition, the Law of the Republic of
Uzbekistan was adopted in April 2023,
which strengthens the protection of
children and women from violence.
This Law criminalizes domestic vio-
lence, establishes liability for harass-
ment and stalking, and early release
conditions and mitigating circum-
stances will not apply to perpetrators
of sexual violence. The Law estab-
lishes appropriate administrative and
criminal liability for family (domestic)
violence, that is, violence committed
against a spouse, a former spouse, a
household member or a person who
has a common child.

Further steps:

- expand the practice of appointing
women to leadership positions in
the higher and lower system of
state bodies; in state bodies where
there is a gender imbalance,
ensure equal representation of
women and men by introducing a
system of temporary quotas;

- improve the efficiency of work
to ensure employment, create
decent working conditions and
support socially disadvantaged
and low-income women, espe-
cially women from families living
in rural areas;

- improve the rank of Uzbekistan in
the global rankings of the World
Bank’s Women, Business and the
Law Index, the Gender Inequality
Index, the Social Institutions and
Gender Index, and the Women's
Power Index;

. encourage the active use of
high-performance technologies,
in particularinformation and com-
munication technologies, in order
to empower women.
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CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

is a great example of something that
nergy. And if you solve the water proﬂ,e.m,
o e food problem. ¢y :

Richard Smalley - Professor of chemistry, Nobel Prize laureate C
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CONSERVATION AND RATIONAL USE OF
WATER RESOURCES FOR SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT, ENSURING THEIR
AVAILABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT OF
SANITATION.

|

According to the World Resources
Institute, Uzbekistan was placed 25th
out of 164 countries of the world in the
most water stressed countries ranking.
The water stress level in Uzbekistan is
caused by the use of 169% of own fresh
water reserves.

The drinking water provision in Uzbeki-
stanis carried out directly by improving
access of the population to centralized

= e

—
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water supply. The systemic work in this
direction was implemented within the
framework of the Decree of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Uzbekistan
of November 26, 2019 “On measures
to improve water resources manage-
ment in the Republic of Uzbekistan
to increase the level of drinking water
supply and improve its quality” and
the Resolution of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan of November

e
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Figure 6.1. Availability of centralized water supply and sewerage. (%, as of January 1, 2022)
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26, 2019 “On further improvement of
the water supply system of the repub-

”

lic”.

As result, share of population having

Ensuring
access of the population of Uzbekistan

universal and equitable

to adequate sanitation and hygiene is
characterized by the following param-

access to centralized drinking water
supply increased during last 5 years
by 5.2 percentage points and made up
69.7% as of January 1, 2022; share of
population having access to sewerage
services reached 17.5%. At the same
time, low level of drinking water sup-
ply at the regional level is registered in
Kashkadarya, Surkhandarya and Djizak

provinces (below 60%) (Figure 6.1).

eters:

« the share of the population using
sanitation services organized in
compliance with safety require-
ments in 2021-2022 was 93%
in urban areas and 91% in rural
areas';

1

Data from the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

in Households.
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« the share of the population using
handwashing devices with soap
and waterwas 96.2%, respectively,
but it was 81% in households
according to the Multiple Indica-
tor Cluster Survey (88% in urban
areas and 75% in rural areas);

of the population has access to hasic drinking water
(97% in urban areas, 93% in rural areas].

To ensure a livable ecosystem, the
republic pays great attention to the
implementation of measures on the
reduction of water pollution, safe
treatment and effective reuse of
wastewater. These issues are outlined
in the Concept of Environmental Pro-
tection of the Republic of Uzbekistan
until 2030 and in the Program of Envi-
ronmental Monitoring in the Republic
of Uzbekistan for 2016-2020. The pos-
itive results in this direction facilitate,
on the one hand, meeting the growing
demand for water resources and, on
the other hand, reducing the adverse
impact on the environment.

The share of safely treated wastewa-
ter in Uzbekistan from 2017 to 2021
remains at an average of 92.4%. Mean-
while, the water pollution index wors-
ened slightly (from 1.35 in 2017 to 1.52
in 2021). This indicator corresponds to
the Il class of water quality “Moder-
ately polluted”, which implies a satis-
factory environmental condition.

The main factors of unsatisfactory
transboundary water quality in the
region are: increased salt content and
increased water hardness, biological
pollution, phenols, pesticides, petro-

leum products, metals. Water quan-
tity and availability are affected by: the
water management system, the state
of irrigation systems, and climatic fac-
tors.

The Water Sector Development Con-
cept of the Republic of Uzbekistan
for 2020 - 2030 was approved in July
2020. One of the priorities of the Con-
ceptistoimprove water quality. As part
of its implementation, it is planned to
restore 18 hydrological stations and
carry out operational water control by
2030.

As part of state water resources man-
agement in the country, measures
are being implemented to improve
the efficiency of the irrigation sys-
tem and the reclamation state of irri-
gated lands, search for opportunities
to ensure the productivity of water
resources use and accounting in the
country by attracting funds of inter-
national organizations and funds (the
World Bank, the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development,
the Islamic Development Bank). As a
result, the degree of integrated water
resources management implementa-
tion in Uzbekistan (on a 100% scale)
increased from 45% in 2017 to 55% in
2021. (Figure 6.2)

Water resources management for
Uzbekistan is an integrated interre-
gional use of transboundary rivers. In
this regard, work is being systemat-
ically carried out on the rational use
and conservation of water, guarantee-
ing an equitable distribution of water
resources and ensuring accounting of
the interests of all states in the region.

Climate change will further exacerbate
water scarcity in Uzbekistan and may
lead to anincrease in drought duration
and frequency, as well as serious prob-
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Figure 6.2. Degree of integrated water resources management implementation (from 0 to 100)
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

lems in meeting the economic needs
for water resources.

The uneven water distribution across
the country and the inefficient use and
pollution of water bodies are a serious
threat to sustainable development.

The availability of river flow resources
in almost all regions varies from 60%
to 90%, depending on precipitation.
This risk is more dependent on nat-
ural factors, and measures to pre-
vent it are related only to the efficient
and rational use of available water
resources. Increased water pollution is
also a threat to public health.

Convention on the Protection and
Use of Transboundary Watercourses
and International Lakes (Water Con-
vention). In a broader perspective,
Uzbekistan depends on upstream
countries in meeting 80% of its water
needs and faces significant water man-
agement challenges partly due to cli-
mate change. Since 2007, the country
has been a party to the 1992 UNECE
Convention on the Protection and
Use of Transboundary Watercourses
and International Lakes (Water Con-

2020 2021

vention)?, as well as the 1997 UN Con-
vention on the Law of the Non-Navi-
gational Uses of International Water-
courses. The Water Convention is a
unique international legal instrument
and intergovernmental platform which
aims to ensure the sustainable use
of transboundary water resources by
facilitating cooperation.

The Water Convention is also a pow-
erful tool for promoting and imple-
menting the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development and its goals,
as it directly supports Target 6.5 that
requires Uzbekistan and other coun-
tries to implement integrated water
resources management, including
through transboundary cooperation,
as appropriate.

According to the second reporting
exercise on SDG indicator 6.5.2, based
on the data of 2020, 69.6% of sur-
face area of transboundary basins in
Uzbekistan is covered by operational

2 Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International
Lakes (Water Convention)https://unece.org/environ-
ment-policy/water/about-the-convention/introduc-
tion
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agreements or arrangements for water
cooperation. While 100% of trans-
boundary river and lake basins are
covered by such arrangements, there
are no arrangements for transbound-
ary aquifers. Uzbekistan recently con-
cluded new water agreements with
Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan and
intensified its cooperation on Syrd-
arya river with Kazakhstan. Although
data availability on transboundary
groundwater has improved, more
effort is needed to enhance knowl-
edge on transboundary groundwater
and establish cooperation on shared
aquifers.

The first National Policy Dialogue on
Integrated Water Resources Manage-
ment (NPD) was conducted in 2022.
The NPD is an intersectoral dialogue
on policy and technical levels. The NPD
in Uzbekistan is currently focused on
water availability for sectoral devel-
opment, standards for effluent water,
groundwater monitoring, transbound-
ary cooperation and ecological flow for
Lower Amudarya.

Uzbekistan is not yet a party to the
Protocol on Water and Health, but the
government is exploring the possi-
bilities and benefits of accession. The
UNECE-WHO Protocol on Water and
Health is a legally binding instrument
that aims to achieve an adequate sup-
ply of safe drinking water and sanitation
for everyone and effectively protect
water resources. It is available to coun-
tries in the pan-European region and
fully aligns with the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal (SDG) 6. By acceding to
the Protocol, Uzbekistan would be able
to join a recognized regional hub and
a community of Parties for policy and
technical developments on water, san-
itation and health. The Protocol would

allow the country to benefit from strong
legal and governance frameworks for
the protection of water resources and
the prevention of water-related dis-
eases.

Further steps:

« introduction of market princi-
ples, improvement of regulation
and financing mechanisms in the
water sector;

« improvement of water policy and
water management mechanisms;

. infrastructure modernization and
water service development;

. development of personnel, sci-
entific and innovative potential of
the water sector;

« implementation of the developed
Environmental Sustainability
Strategies and Concepts;

. conservation and rational use
of water resources for sustaina-
ble development, ensuring their
accessibility and development of
sanitation;

« infrastructure modernization and
water services sector develop-
ment, including through pub-
lic-private partnerships;

+ joining the Protocol on Water and
Health;

. strengthening cooperation on
transboundary waters, including
groundwater, according to the
Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Water-
courses and International Lakes.
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AFFORDABLE AND
CLEAN ENERGY

e with the Strategy we have adopted, wak
ase the shar'e of energy from alternative
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A stable electricity supply and ensur-
ing the population’s access to a mod-
ern energy supply are one of the pri-
ority tasks and areas of energy sector
reforms in Uzbekistan. Despite the
current limitations in the domestic
energy market, 100% of the population
of the republic currently has access to
electricity, which demonstrates that
Uzbekistan maintains a good position
in the world on this key indicator.

new capacities of over

have been created.

As part of the gradual introduction of
the market management principles,
large-scale measures to expand the
current energy supply system and
to introduce new energy sources are
being implemented in the country. The
energy sector reforms initiated by the
government contributed to a signifi-
cant improvement in the institutional
environment and the active imple-
mentation of a number of energy sec-
tor investment projects. Uzbekistan’s
transition to green development has
been assured with the adoption of new
measures to stimulate the purchase
of renewable energy sources (RES)
installations by the population and the
large-scale transition of social facilities
to clean energy sources.




The measures taken over the past six
years have resulted in positive changes
in the formation of a technological
platform for sustainable energy sup-
ply: new capacities of over 5,000 MW
have been created, which is 1.5 times
more than during the entire previous
period; 45,000 kilometers of power
grids and over 13,000 transformer
capacities have been upgraded, which
is 3.5 times higher than in the previous
years.

Just over the past three years (2019-
2021), 2.2 GW of new power gener-
ation capacity has been introduced,
resulting in a 14.1% increase in total
installed capacity of power plants.
During this period, the first unit of the
new 450 MW Turakurgan TPP, two
200 MW solar power plants and other
energy facilities were commissioned.
As a result, total electricity genera-
tion increased from 63.5 billion kWh in
2019 to 71.4 billion kWh in 2021, which
isa12.4% increase (Figure 7.1).

Meanwhile, as in many countries
around the world, the indicator of uni-
versal electricity grid access and rela-
tively high rates of electricity genera-
tion do not guarantee energy supplies

Figure 7.1. Electricity generation growth, billion kWh

. Electricity generation

that meet the quality and reliability
parameters, as well as the indicators
that characterize clean energy access.

According to World Bank experts, the
share of households experiencing
energy supply constraints is at least
13-20%. Because of frequent power
outages and under-supply of gas,
almost one in five households, mostly
in rural areas, is forced to use less effi-
cient and polluting fuels such as coal
and firewood, which has a negative
impact on the population’s life quality.

The monitoring of the goal achieve-
ment showed that there is a deterio-
ration in the values of some indicators.
For example, the share of the popula-
tion using clean fuels decreased from
971% in 2019 to 94.3% in 2021.

In order to change the current trends,
a solid portfolio of investment projects
aimed at the development of RES was
formed, and their implementation will
improve this indicator already in the
next 2-3 years. To date, the value of
the share of renewable energy sources
in the total volume of electricity gen-
eration has not reached the target
parameters. The share of electricity

70,1
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. Share of population using clean fuels

Figure 7.2. Share of population using clean fuels and share of electricity generated from RES
Share of electricity generated from RES in the
total volume of electricity generation

T |
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Figure 7.3. Share of investment in fixed capital in the energy sector
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

generated from RES in total electric-
ity generation decreased from 10.2%
in 2019 to 7% in 2021, which was due
to restrictions on the involvement of
hydropower resources and the lack of
solar and wind energy development
(Figure 7.2.).

Another factor in reducing the role
of RES in the electricity generation
structure and, as a consequence,
worsening access of the population to

clean energy sources is the continued
investment restrictions on the energy
capacity development. Over the past
three years, the share of investment
in the development of fixed capital
decreased from 10.8% to 7.9% (Figure
7.3.). To change the existing ratios, it is
planned to reorient investment flows
into the implementation of green
projects and, as a priority, renewable
energy projects using public-private
partnership (PPP) tools.
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According to the energy capacity
development forecast, it is assumed
that universal access to an afforda-
ble, reliable, and modern energy sup-
ply will be fully achieved by 2030. The
achievement of a two-fold increase in
electricity generation up to 115-120 bil-
lion kWh, including by increasing the
share of RES up to 30%, will increase
energy consumption by at least 1.8
times compared to current levels,
which will improve Uzbekistan’s rating
in the global system of efficient energy
supply indicators.

The energy sector development pros-
pects are aimed at providing the pop-
ulation with clean energy as a matter
of priority and increasing Uzbekistan’s
ranking in the global system of efficient
energy supply indicators. To this end, it
is planned to increase the production
capacity of renewable energy sources
to 15 GW, and to reduce the energy
intensity of GDP by 30%.

Further steps:

. increasing the effectiveness of
reforms aimed at the transition to
green energy and the economy as
awhole;
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. implementation of the energy

capacity development program,
including the RES development
program, taking into account the
full use of PPP mechanisms;

- gradual transition to the new tar-

iff, which will accelerate the mod-
ernization program of the entire
energy infrastructure;

« improving mechanisms to protect

socially vulnerable segments of
the population to ensure univer-
sal access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable, and modern energy
sources;

. creating conditions for the full

involvement of the potential
and opportunities for the use of
RES-generated clean electricity
in the household sector through
the private sector involvement in
the energy systems development,
taking into account the current
economic incentives;

- implementation of new and

improved schemes for financing
the introduction of RES installa-
tions in households, taking into
account the use of already set
incentives;

« shifting priorities of further energy

system development in the direc-
tion of decentralization and the
development of distributed gen-
eration, which will involve the RES
potential and thus provide new
opportunities in the energy sup-
ply of the household sector, and,
as a priority, in rural areas based
on the use of clean electricity
generation technologies, includ-
ing for cooking.



4.2. Green transformation

Green economy development is one
of the priorities of the ongoing reforms
in Uzbekistan. This is reflected in the
development and implementation
of a package of targeted legislative
and regulatory acts, the introduction
of green growth principles in gov-
ernment programs, the adoption of
climate change and greenhouse gas
emissions control measures, the accel-
eration of the transition to renewable
energy sources, etc.

The main results of the implementa-
tion of these measures:

- over 20 official documents have
been adopted in recent years,
which include more than 154
measures aimed at the green
transformation of the economy.
These are the “Strategy for the
transition to a green economy
for 2019-2030" (approved by the
Resolution of the President on

October 4, 2019), “On measures
to increase the effectiveness of
reforms aimed at the transition
of the Republic of Uzbekistan
to a green economy until 2030”
(Resolution of the President of
December 2, 2022), “On accel-
erated measures to improve the
energy efficiency of economic
sectors and the social sphere, the
introduction of energy-saving
technologies and development of
renewable energy sources” (Res-
olution of the President of August
22,2022);

. the accelerated introduction of

a circular economy model based
on the creation of a closed cycle
(from raw materials to finished
products) and using non-waste
technology (raw cotton, non-fer-
rous metals, fruits and vegetables,
construction materials, etc.) is
developing significantly;
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- Uzbekistan became the first
member state of the Global Green
Growth Institute among the CIS
countries in 2019. A joint project
was implemented in coopera-
tion with this institute in 2022 to
finance the green restoration of
the Aral Sea region in the amount
of USD 5.65 million;

The targets are a 20% increase in
energy efficiency of the economy

and a 20% reduction in harmful gas
emissions by 2026 by implementing a
green economy

. protective forest plantations of
desert plants on an area of 1.5 mil-
lion hectares were created on the
dried bed of the Aral Sea in 2019-
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2021. Forest plantations were cre-
ated on the area of 107 thousand
hectares in 2022;

- the share of protected areas in

2019-2021 increased twofold.
Ugam-Chatkal reserve, Khorezm,
South Ustyurt, Central Kyzylkum
National Natural Parks, Aktau-
Tamdy State Reserve, and Sudo-
chie-Akpetki State Reserve were
established;

- according to the approved con-

cept for the environmental edu-
cation development (2019), the
introduction of the program
“Child ecologist” and “Mother
Nature” in pre-school education
institutions was started, and “Best
eco-friendly school” and “Best
student ecologist” contests are
held in general education schools.
A nationwide project “yashil
makon” is being implemented




aimed at landscaping cities, dis-
tricts and mahallas;

« as aresult of the integrated man-
agement, the water conservation
and rational use index increased
from 49% in 2019 to 55% in 2021.
A transparent water account-
ing system has been introduced,
about 13 thousand water facili-
ties have been digitalized, and 16
large pumping stations have been
switched to alternative energy
sources;

« a project in Navoi province was
implemented in 2019 as part of
the World Bank’s “Scaling Solar”

provinces was launched in 2021.
Large-scale implementation of
measures on introduction of solar
panels in government buildings
and housing sector with incen-
tives has been started;

. according to the international

database (EDGAR), the carbon
intensity of Uzbekistan’s GDP was
0.465 tons in 2021 and decreased
compared to 2019 by 6.6%. The
Concept of Environmental Pro-
tection until 2030 provides for the
reduction of polluting emissions by
10% and an increase in solid waste
recycling from 18% to 65%.

program; a project for the con- The listed green transformation results
struction of two more solar power are mainly arising from goals 6, 7, 11,
plants in Samarkand and Djizak 12,1315.
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Inaccordance with the Strategy we have adopted, we il
plan to increase the share of energy from alternative
sources in total generation to 25% by 2026. v Y

H.E. Shavkat Mirziyoyev - President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
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PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE AND

INCLUSIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH
THROUGH INCREASED PRODUCTIVE

EMPLOYMENT AND DECENT WORK FOR
MEN AND WOMEN.

In Uzbekistan, the growth rate of real
GDP per capita was 2.7% in 2017 and
5.3% in 2021 (Figure 8.1). At the same
time, the GDP per employee has
increased by 1.9 times. This was facil-
itated by the measures and mecha-
nisms implemented to diversify and
reform the economy. The largest con-
tribution to the GDP growth was made
by industry and construction. Due to
the pandemic caused by the spread of
the COVID-19 coronavirus, the GDP
per capita decreased to -0.1% in 2020,
and recovered again to 5.3% in 2021.

By 2021, the average annual number of the employed
population of Uzbekistan amounted to

13.5 million

people

.

On average, the number of the
employed increases annually by 83.21
thousand people. The ratio of employ-
ment to the labor force is 70%. In 2019~
2021,the GDP peremployeeincreased
by 1.3 times.

In recent years, the employment of
the male population has been rapidly
growing, while the number of women
employed in the economy has been
decreasing. Consequently, the gender
structure of employment is changing,
with the share of women employed in
the economy being 41.3% in 2021.

The problems of informal employ-
ment are one of the main problems
of the labor market. To date, high
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Figure 8.1. GDP growth rate per capita and per employee (%)
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Figure 8.2. Dynamics of the sectoral structure of the added value of real sector industries for
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employment rates in the informal sec-
tor and other labor market distortions
are the reasons for the slowdown in
the increase in the employment level
in the formal sector and economic
growth, as well as the modernization of
the economy. In 2021, the share of the
employed population in the informal
sector was 54% and decreased by 1.1%
compared to 2016.

Manufacturing

Transportation and storage,
information and communication

® e e 000 Agriculture, forestry and fisheries

Trade, accommodation and
catering services

Construction
Mining

Electricity, gas and steam supply

Water supply, sewerage, waste
caollection and disposal

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency
of the Republic of Uzbekistan

In the context of provinces, the high-
est share of people employed in the
informal sector of the economy is
observed in Namangan (57.6%), Sur-
khandarya (56%), Jizzakh and Kash-
kadarya (52.5%) provinces. As for the
sectoral structure of informal employ-
ment, the sector of services prevails
here, especially services such as con-
struction, trade, transportation ser-
vices, accommodation and catering
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services, as well as healthcare and
training services.

Despite positive changes in the field
of employment, the unemployment
rate remains at a high level - in 2021
it was 9.6%, with this indicator being
13.3% (above average) among women
and 6.9% among men. The increase in
the unemployment rate was primarily
caused by the situation with coronavi-
rus infection.

A number of imbalances in specialists,
especially doctors and teachers, as well
as an imbalance between supply and
demand in the context of economic
sectors and regions remain in the labor
market.

The trend of a dynamic decline in the
share of agriculture in the structure of
the economy should be considered
the most favorable.

The rapid depletion of natural
resources is associated with the activ-
ities of the mining and energy indus-
tries. The reduction of their weight in
the structure of the economy (from
5% to 3.2% and from 2.2% to 1.7%) also
contributed to nature conservation in
the context of high rates of economic
development.

On the other hand, the rapid increase in
the share of construction (from 5.5% to
more than 10%) hindered the achieve-
ment of this goal, since construction
is the main consumer of cement and
other building materials, the produc-
tion of which is associated with the use
of large volumes of fossil fuels.

In Uzbekistan, the share of youth (16
to 24 years old) not in education or
employment over the past 5 years
tendstoincrease (from 21.2%in 2016 to
30.5% in 2020), despite the decrease
in their number (Figure 8.3).

Figure 8.3. Trend in the share of youth 16 to 24 years old not in education or employment (%]
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Official unemployment among young
people 18-30 years old is 17%. Com-
pared to 2020 (17.4%), this indicator
decreased by 0.4% in 2021.

In accordance with the Decree of the
President of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan dated April 21,2021 “On measures
to organize the activities of youth
industrial and entrepreneurial zones,
as well as support entrepreneurial initi-
atives of youth”, it is planned to create
youth industrial and entrepreneurial
zones, as well as the Fund for Support
of Young Entrepreneurs.

In 2021, the number of young people under 30 years old
amounted to mare than

18 million

which was almost §5% of the population

In 2021, Uzbekistan managed to avoid
the use of forced and child labor in
the annual cotton harvest. This con-
clusion was made by the International
Labour Organization (ILO) based on
the results of monitoring. However,
according to the results of the Mul-
tiple Indicator Cluster Survey, every
fifth child (21% of children) 5-17 years
old is engaged in economic activity or
housework above the age thresholds.

The Cotton Campaign International
Coalition has completely lifted its boy-
cott, which opens up new opportuni-
ties for attracting foreign investment

As a result of the ongoing reforms
in the field of the abolition of forced

labor, the boycott for cotton from
Uzbekistan has been lifted.

and expanding textile exports from
Uzbekistan.

Uzbekistan established the Confed-
eration of Employers of Uzbekistan
in 2018 and the Republican Tripar-
tite Commission on Social and Labor
Issues in 2019, which efficiently work
in the context of ongoing reforms in
the field of labor relations and employ-
ment, and in creating decent working
conditions based on the principles of
the International Labour Organization.
Uzbekistan, in cooperation with the
International Labour Organization, has
successfully implemented the priority
tasks defined in the Decent Work Pro-
gramme. The eradication of the worst
forms of child and forced labor was a
priority area in the Programme.

Along with this, on September 22,
the International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) and its tripartite constitu-
ents - the government, employers’
and workers’ organizations - signed
a new Decent Work Programme for
2021-2025. The new Programme
aims to improve the regulatory legal
framework governing labor relations;
expand employment and decent work
opportunities for youth, women and
vulnerable groups, created by inclu-
sive and equitable economic growth;
expand access of the most vulner-
able groups to quality and inclusive
education and social protection; and
strengthen social dialogue and the
institutional capacity of social part-
ners.

To date, there are more than 33 bank-
ing institutions operating in the coun-
try. There are 48 branches of commer-
cial banks per 100 thousand adults.
There are 52 ATMs per 100 thousand
adults.
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Figure 8.4. Number of branches of commercial banks and ATMs per
. Branches of commercial banks per 100,000 adults;
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

of new tourist zones, tours, routes
and infrastructure, taking into
account internal and external
demand;

- ensure the effective implementa-
tion of measures aimed at ensur-
ing sustainable economic growth
and decent employment, as pro-
vided for in the Development
Strategy of New Uzbekistan for
2022-2026, aswell as relevant tar-
geted programs and roadmaps;

. create banking infrastruc-
ture (including banking service
centers) in the regions, based on
the demand for banking services
and on self-sufficiency;

Further steps:

- implement targeted measures
to support women in difficult
socio-economic conditions and . expand the scale of self-ser-
persons with disabilities; vice banking (ATMs, self-ser-

vice kiosks, and ADMs) in all dis-

restore and develop traditional,
huge natural, historical and cul-
tural tourist centers, and create
conditions for the development

tricts and cities, including those
in remote locations, taking into
account the demand for banking
services.
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4.3. Development of the digital economy and
innovation

The digital economy is developing at The main results of digitalization:

a relatively rapid pace in Uzbekistan.

The government adopted the Digital - theshare of theinformation econ-
Uzbekistan 2030 strategy in October omy and digital commerce sector
2020 to enhance the development of in the country’s GDP increased
digital infrastructure, e-government, from 1.8% in 2019 to 2.6% in 2021,
digitalization of production, creation or by a factor of 1.6. The volume of
of a national IT sectorand IT education. information and communication

services provided has increased

by a factor of 1.6 over three years

(2019-2021). Meanwhile, the

the number of mobile subscribers increased by telecommunication  infrastruc-
ture is developing dynamically

o (the length of fiber-optic lines

e o o increased by a factor of 3.2 during

this period, the number of mobile

a a
base stationsincreased by a factor
of 1.8);

in 2019-2021, and the number of Internet users increased . a fiber-optic cable plant with a
by a factor of 1.5 to 23 million. The cost of the Internet tar- capacity of 50,000 km of cable
iffs for providers decreased by 3.4 times per year was built with the assis-
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tance of the Republic of Korea,
making it possible to meet
domestic needs and supply cable
products for export;

« the success of Uzbekistan ininno-

vation is evidenced by the coun-
try’s position in the Global Inno-
vation Index ranking. Uzbekistan
ranked 82nd at the end of 2021
and moved up four places (first
among Central Asian countries);

1o, el 5| g,

- Uzbekistan received a positive
assessment of its innovation sys-
tem from the UN Economic Com-
mission for Europe in 2022 as part
of the Innovation for Sustainable
Development Reviews program.

Digitalization and innovation are com-
mon to almost all national sustainable
development goals and targets. The
innovation aspect is highlighted sepa-
rately in Goal 9.
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INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
nfrastructure
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BUILDING RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE,

PROMOTING INCLUSIVE AND
SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIALIZATION AND
FOSTERING INNOVATION.

The total length of roads in the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan is growing steadily,
heaving reached 42,869 km of public
roads in 2021, which is almost 200 km
more than in 2019. The share of paved
roads increased from 98.5% to 98.7%.
The density of paved public roads was
Q4.2 km per 1,000 square kilometers of
territory at the end of 2021 compared
t0 93.7 unitsin 2019. There was a signif-
icant increase in the length of the
underground lines from 361 km in
2019 to 59.1 km in 2021.

During the reforms in 2018-2021, more than

45.3 thousand

km of public roads and inter-farm roads worth UZS 19.8
trillion were built, reconstructed, repaired, and maintained

in the country

In order to improve the quality and vol-
ume of road construction, a number of
regulatory legal acts were adopted:

. the Decree of the President “On
measures to deepen the reform
of the road system of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan” of September 9,
2019;

. the Resolution of the President
“On measures to develop the
social and industrial infrastructure

of the Republic of Uzbekistan in
2020-2022" of January 10, 2020;

- the Resolution of the Cabinet of
Ministers “On measures to imple-
ment the openness standards in
the field of roads and strengthen
public control in this area” of Feb-
ruary 2, 2022 and others.

A number of major projects in the
road transport infrastructure develop-
ment were implemented as part of the
Action Strategy for the Five Priority
Areas of Development of the Republic
of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021. In particu-
lar, 125 km of A-380 highway “Guzor-
Bukhara-Nukus-Beineu” was recon-
structed; 58-km section of A-373 “M-39
Gulistan-Buka-Angren-Kokand-Andi-
jan-Osh Highway” passing through
the Kamchik Pass was reconstructed
with cement-concrete cover; 115 km of
M-39 highway “Almaata-Bishkek-Tash-
kent-Termiz” was reconstructed with
asphalt-concrete cover; a bridge over
Syrdarya river with the length of 250
meterswas builtonthe 208-274 km sec-
tion of A-373 highway “Tashkent-Osh”;
new highway of 19.2 km long was built
through Kibray and Yukorichirchik dis-
tricts of the Tashkent province.

The Ministry of Transport of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan was established in
2019 in order to radically improve the
public administration system in the
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Figure 9.1. Share of manufacturing in GDP (%)
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field of transport, increase the repub-
lic's investment attractiveness and
export potential, and ensure the stra-
tegic development and sustainable
functioning of transport communica-
tions. This resulted in the creation of
a public administration body respon-
sible for the formulation and imple-
mentation of a unified state policy in
the development of road, rail, air, river
transport, the underground, as well as
road facilities. The Law of the Republic
of Uzbekistan “On transport” of August
9, 2021 was adopted to define specific
ways of implementing a unified state
transport policy, integrating all types of

transport into a unified transport net-
work, and using efficient transport and
logistics systems.

Another significant shift was the pop-
ularization of electric transport in the
Republic of Uzbekistan. In particular,
electric car imports are exempt from
excise taxes and customs duties, as
well as automobile fees. For compar-
ative purposes, 39 electric cars were
imported in 2019, with a total of 809 in
2021. Electric buses started running on
the streets of Tashkent, and the New
Uzbekistan Strategy for 2022-2026
includes plans to purchase 673 electric
buses.

Further steps:

The New Uzbekistan Development
Strategy for 2022-2026 provides for
the development of a unified transport
system in conjunction with all types of
transport, the creation of conditions
for the daily trips on regular trans-
port routes between major cities, and
increasing the intercity and suburban
rail routes attractiveness.

The targets have been defined to
increase the electrification level of
railway infrastructure to 60%, accel-
erate the road network development,
expand transit opportunities in the
transport system for foreign trade, and
increase the transit cargo turnover to
15 million tons.

The industrial sector of Uzbekistan is
developing at a steady pace. The man-
ufacturing sector is the main contribu-
tor to industrial development. Its con-
tribution to GDP has increased stead-
ily over the past three years, reaching
20% (Figure 9.2).

The manufacturing sector’s outpacing
growth and the creation of sustainable
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jobs and employment were facilitated
by steady growth in the labor-intensive
industries of the sector such as food
(by 27% over 2019-2021) and textiles
and clothing (by 45%). Basic indus-
tries such as chemical (16%), metal-
lurgy (24%) and others were steadily
developing. The machine-building
industry achieved significant growth
in this period (by 30%). This was due
to the active development of produc-
tion of computers, electronic and opti-
cal products (by 3.4 times), electrical
equipment (by 10.5%), and vehicles
(13%).

Uzbekistan, along with its industrial
potential, is building its export poten-
tial by increasing exports of high val-
ue-added products. The combined
share of mineral fuels and cotton in
Uzbekistan’s exports was more than
26% by the beginning of 2019 com-
pared to 17% by the end of 2021.

A policy of reorienting exports toward
highly processed products is being
implemented. The result was a 2.3-fold
increase in exports of finished textiles
and clothing between 2019 and 20217,
a nearly 2-fold increase in exports of
pharmaceutical products, and a 1.9-
fold increase in exports of electrical
machinery and equipment. Simi-

lar positive changes occurred in the
exports of several other types of higher
value-added industrial goods.

The timely and high-quality imple-
mentation of sectoral and regional
development strategies and pro-
grams stipulating the building of new
enterprises, modernization and tech-
nological upgrade of existing facili-
ties, development of the raw material
base of the industry and deepening
of industrial raw processing also con-
tributed to such significant growth
parameters. Significant investment
projects in the industry include the
commissioning of Uzbekistan GTL for
the synthetic liquid fuel production,
the Tashkent Metallurgical Plant, pho-
tovoltaic power plants based on RES
technologies in Navoi and Samar-
kand provinces, the Turakurgan TPP,
a number of textile, clothing, petro-
chemical, cement factories and oth-
ers. The export growth and qualitative
changes in the export structure were
facilitated by measures to stimulate
the production of finished export-ori-
ented products.

However, there are still a number of
problems in the industrial sector of the
economy that pose risks to its sustain-
able development.
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The level of raw materials processing
remains low due to the insufficiently
interconnected technological chain
of production of finished high val-
ue-added products.

The low level of inter-industry coop-
eration does not allow the maximum
involvement of domestic resources for
the industrial development. This leads
to an extremely high level of imported
goods consumption.

Further steps: The New Uzbekistan
Development Strategy until 2026
provides for measures and projects to
modernize existing enterprises and
create new enterprises for the produc-
tion of high value-added products:

- creating clusters and deepening
the processing of raw materials
such as copper, natural gas, and
others;

. developing cooperation and
increasing the localization level in
the automotive industry;

. 2-fold increase in the production
of construction materials;

. 2-fold increase in the output of
the textile industry;

. development of the leather and
footwear industry and 3-fold
increase in the output of the
industry;

. 3-fold increase in the output of
the pharmaceutical industry;

. development of the electrical
industry and 2-fold increase in
output.

It also provides for activities to pro-
mote exports of finished products

to European markets, as well as to
increase production efficiency, imple-
ment programs to improve labor pro-
ductivity and train personnel.

The additional activities that need to
be carried out to ensure sustainable
industrialization are:

« inclusive development of produc-
tion infrastructure such as energy,
road and transport, etc;

- comprehensive support in
the development of a base for
in-house engineering and R&D,
expanding scientific research, and
building the technological capac-
ity of industrial sectors;

« ensuring the necessary amount of
investment in the industrial mod-
ernization, primarilyin the produc-
tion of finished products based on
the deep processing of local raw
materials to ensure greater effi-
ciency in their use and a wider use
of clean and eco-friendly technol-
ogies and industrial processes.

The Resolution of the President “On
measures to create an effective sys-
tem of production development and
industrial cooperation expansion in
the republic” of January 24, 2022 was
adopted to create an integral system
of high-tech production development,
provide comprehensive support to
active investment attraction, develop
a wide range of products in demand,
expand industrial cooperation and
build up export potential of the repub-
lic.

The creation of innovative educational
and manufacturing technoparks in
the regions, development of technol-
ogies for the innovative products pro-
duction that create high added value
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is envisaged to increase the share of
added value in the total added value of
medium-tech and high-tech industrial
products.

The Resolution of the Cabinet of Min-
isters of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On measures to improve the financ-
ing system and increase the efficiency
of scientific organizations of the
Academy of Sciences of the Republic
of Uzbekistan” of June 8, 2020 was
approved to develop academic sci-
ence, strengthen the integration of
science, economic and industrial sec-
tors, radically improve the research
system of scientific organizations
and stimulate the work of certain
employee categories. The Resolu-
tion of the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On trans-
fer of state scientific organizations to
basic funding from the state budget
of the Republic of Uzbekistan” of May
26, 2021 was adopted to create nec-
essary conditions for the scientific
schools development and introduc-
tion of sustainable funding mecha-
nisms in scientific organizations.

The share of R&D spending increased
from 0.12% to 0.15% of GDP in 2021
compared to 2019. (Figure 9.3)

The number of researchers (full-time
equivalent) increased from 407
researchers to 956 researchers per
million population by 2021 compared
to 2019 (Figure 9.4).

The share of the population covered
by mobile networks, disaggregated

by 3G/4G technology, increased from
70% in 2019 to 95% in 2021.

There is a tendency of gradual growth
of innovative activity in innovative
development, as evidenced by the
position of Uzbekistan in the Global
Innovation Index rating at the end of
2021 (82nd place among 132 countries
of the world). Our country has moved
up four positions in just one year.

The success of Uzbekistan in innova-
tion was noted in the Global Innova-
tion Index of the World Intellectual
Property Organization, where Uzbeki-
stan is currently the regional Gll leader
in Central Asia.

In 2022, the innovation system of
Uzbekistan was evaluated by the UN
Economic Commission for Europe as
part of its “Innovation for Sustainable
Development Reviews” (I14SDR) pro-
gram. The research recommends fur-
ther improvement of innovation man-
agement tools through better coordi-
nation of innovation policy between
national and regional authorities,
increased participation of all inno-
vation-related ministries, the private
sector, and civil society in the develop-
ment, implementation and monitoring
of innovation policy initiatives.

Uzbekistan also launched a Strategy
for Innovative Development for 2022-
2026 in 2022 to further improve the
climate for innovative development in
the country. The strategy and corre-
sponding roadmap, in particular, sup-
port further liberalization, introduce
measures to promote entrepreneur-
ship, especially among young people,
empower regions and improve condi-
tions for competitiveness.

Further steps: According to the New
Uzbekistan Development Strategy for
2022-2026, the development of the
digital economy is the main “driver”
with an increase in its size by at least
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2.5 times. Coverage of all settlements,
social facilities and main highways with
broadband networks by further devel-
opingdigital infrastructure. The level of
digitalization of production and opera-
tional processes in the real economic
sector, as well as in the financial and

Uzbekistan is becoming one of the
important centers of the international
community. The country has funda-
mentally changed its foreign policy,
opening the door to multilateral and
mutually beneficial partnerships. The
significant enhancement of global and
regional cooperation is clearly evident
in the following results:

« good-neighborly and friendly
relations with the Central Asian
countries were restored. Uzbek-
istan’s trade turnover with

Kazakhstan increased 1.4 times,
Kyrgyzstanl.5 times, Tajikistan 1.4
times, and Turkmenistan 1.7 times
just in 2019-2022. The problems

banking spheres, is also planned to be
increased to 70% by the end of 2026.
An increase in the output of software
products industry fivefold and their
exports - tenfold, reaching USD 500
million.

4.4 Enhancing global and regional partnerships

of state borders were also solved,
transport corridors and logistics
are actively developing, more
than 500 joint ventures were
created, industrial cooperation
is being established, cultural and
sporting events, trade fairs, etc.
were brought to a high level;

. international cooperation with
almost all countries of Europe,
Asia, Africa, and America, particu-
larly with the Central and South
Asian countries, is actively devel-
oping. Uzbekistan is enhancing
trade and economic coopera-
tion with these countries from
year to year, thereby expanding
the geography and volume of its
exports. Uzbekistan’s status as a
beneficiary country of the Gen-
eralized Scheme of Preferences
GSP+ will create additional eco-
nomic benefits by completely
eliminating tariffs on a number of
products, which, in turn, will pro-
mote exports and attract addi-
tional investment to the country;

- Uzbekistan is actively developing
cooperation within the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, the
Organization of Turkic States, as
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well as with reputable interna-
tional organizations and financial
institutions (the UN, the Euro-
pean Union, the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank, the
WTO, etc.);

« Uzbekistan proposed a num-

ber of initiatives to develop and
strengthen global cooperation,
which were considered and
put forward by the UN General
Assembly;

« liberalization and increased open-

ness contributed to enhanced
international assistance. Accord-
ing to the World Bank, the offi-
cial assistance to Uzbekistan for
sustainable development pro-
vided by foreign countries and
international financial institutions
increased twofold over 2019-
2021 (according to the World
Bank it increased by a factor of
2.7 to USD 1.46 billion over the
period 2016-2020). The amount

ENTHRAQRDINARY SUMBMIT OF THE
HEADS OF STATE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF TURKIC STATES
ANERILA, 16 MARCHTOI3

of foreign direct investment (FDI)
increased by a factor of 4.4 during
this period. The Financial Times
included Uzbekistan in its 2020
FDI Performance Index for new
projects, ranking it 4th among
Asia-Pacific countries;

. more than 50 countries invested

inthe economy of Uzbekistan, and
the total amount of assimilated
foreign investments exceeded
USD 11 billion in 2021. In the same
year, five government and corpo-
rate bonds were issued to attract
capital from international markets.
The country was one of the first in
the world to place Sovereign SDG
Bonds (UZS 2.5 trillion) aimed at
target financing of the SDGs. The
funds received will be targeted to
specific projects aimed at achiev-
ing the nine national sustainable
development goals. The global
and regional partnerships are dis-
cussed more specifically in the
national SDGs 16 and 17 below.
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GOAL 10.

REDUCE INEQUALITY IN ALL ITS FORMS
WITHIN THE COUNTRY.

There is a consistent increase in the
income of the population. Thus, in
2019-2021, the growth rate of house-
hold income per capita among the
bottom 40 percent of the population
increased from 16.9% to 22.4%, while
among the total population from 19.3%
to 21.8%, which confirms the stabiliza-
tion of income differentiation.

Policies on wages and social pro-
tection, as well as ensuring greater
equality are being implemented.
The share of wages of employees in
GDP increased from 22.5% to 25.4%
in 2018-2021. The structure of the
population’s income is dominated
by income from private business and
entrepreneurship, as well as income
from self-employment.

In recent years, real qualitative
changes have been achieved in the

Figure 10.1. Dynamics of per capitaincome

Household income per capita
among the total population, %

Household income per capita 24,8
among the bottom 40 percent
of the population, %

social protection of the poor and vul-
nerable segments of the population.
The established legal and institutional
mechanisms have helped to reduce
poverty, especially among families
with children, elderly people and per-
sons with disabilities.

The share of people with income below
50 percent of the median income was
gradually increasing, while the decile
coefficient of differentiation of the
population’s income remained at a rel-
atively stable level.

In addition, the growing inequality in
income of different industries implies a
growing income inequality. In order to
strengthen social assistance to women
included in the list of those in need,
the State Targeted Fund for Sup-
port of Women has been established.
Measures have been implemented

rEfol

[ &
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency
of the Republic of Uzbekistan 2018

2018 2020 2021
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to provide comprehensive support,
strengthen women’s health, train them
and develop women'’s entrepreneur-
ship, pay the down payment on mort-
gage loans, help them purchase social
housing, and more.

According to the Presidential Decree,
the Agency for Youth Affairs was estab-
lished, which was incorporated into the
Ministry of Youth Policy and Sports in
2023. The Concept of Development
of State Youth Policy in Uzbekistan
until 2025 has been adopted. Wide-
spread work is being carried out with
young people to train them, help them
acquire professional skills, provide
them with decent work and housing,
improve their living and working con-
ditions, and increase theirincomes.

In 2020, the Law “On the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities” came into

For persons with disabilities, an addi-
tional two-percent quota of admission
to higher education institutions is

allocated on the basis of a state grant
from the total number of those who
have been admitted.

Figure 10.2. Population's income inequality

. Share of people with income 78

below 50 percent of the median

income, %

-0~

force, by which rights and guarantees
are granted to people with disabilities
for housing, including on preferential
terms, education and employment, as
well as for accessible infrastructure,
information and public services.

In order to employ persons with dis-
abilities, as well as to increase their
competitiveness in the labor market,
the state encourages organizations
to employ persons with disabilities, as
well as ensures the creation of special-
ized jobs and encourages persons with
disabilities to engage in entrepreneur-
ial activities.

Uzbekistan has made progress in
deinstitutionalization of children by
having developed the Strategy and
Roadmap for Deinstitutionalization
of Childcare System for 2023-2030,
which are pending approval, and
closed all 4 children’s villages, 13 out
of 16 orphanages (Mehribonlik), and
2 out of 11 family-type orphanages in
accordance with Presidential Decree
No. UP-6275.

Regional imbalances in socio-eco-
nomic growth within the country
remain a pressing issue. The total per

10,7

Coefficient of differentiation

of the population by 10 percent

groups

2018

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan
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Figure 10.3. Total per capita income in the regions
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More than 2.3 million! residents of
Uzbekistan are constantly abroad

as labor migrants, which reduces
tensions in the labor market in the
labor-surplus regions of the country.
The Fund for Support and Protection
of the Rights and Interests of Citizens
Working Abroad has been established.

capita income in Tashkent city is 3
times higher than thatin Surkhandarya
and Fergana provinces.

The practice of insuring the life and
health of migrant workers and allo-
cating mortgage loans for their family
members has been introduced. Since
2021, the procedure for compulsory
vocational training of those who go to
work abroad has been introduced. At
the same time, 74 thousand citizens
were trained in 2020-2021, for which
95 billion UZS were allocated. Legal
labor migrants are equated with the
self-employed, and they are subject to
the system of paying social tax and cal-
culating pensions.

Key achievements:

- consistent reduction and stabili-
zation of the level of differentia-
tion of the population’s income
afterthe COVID-19 pandemic due
to the faster growth of income of
the lowest-income population;

- legal and institutional mecha-
nisms have been established,
which have helped to prevent a
large-scale increase in poverty,
especially among families with

! Source: Migration Agency - https://kun.uz/ru/
news/2022/12/14/soobshcheno-o-kolichestve-migran-
tov-iz-uzbekistana-naxodyashchixsya-za-rubejom

children, elderly people and per-
sons with disabilities.

. facilitating organized migration of
people is also key to bridging the
growing gap;

- gradual reduction of the popu-
lation’s income inequality across
regions.

Further steps:

- improve the efficiency of social
protection programs to reduce
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inequality, and ensure a faster
growth inincomes of the poorand
vulnerable segments of the pop-
ulation;

. facilitate organized migration of
people;

« establish a permanent system for
monitoring the level of inequality
in all its forms (income, consump-
tion, property, etc.);

. increase the share of wages of

employees in GDP to at least 30
percent (in accordance with the
General Collective Agreement
between the Government, the
Federation of Trade Unions and
the Confederation of Employ-
ers on Socio-Economic Issues for
2023-2025).
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GOAL 11.
MAKE CITIES AND HUMAN

SETTLEMENTS INCLUSIVE, SAFE,
RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE

Resilience and safety issues are
related to addressing the challenges
of improving access to quality housing
with adequate infrastructure for the
population, including the poor.

State housing policy is aimed at
implementing measures to increase
the availability of quality housing for
different citizens categories and pop-
ulation cegments. The key tool in this
process is the State investment pro-
grams, the Obod Qishlog and Obod
Mahalla programs, and additional

Over the past six years, about

300,000

apartments and individual houses have heen built in the
country, which is 10 times mare than in previous years of
independence.

measures to provide the population
with housing by allocating the mort-
gage loans based on market prin-
ciples’. These and other measures
aimed at ensuring universal access to
quality, safe and affordable housing
have resulted in a 1.2-fold increase in
the housing supply ratio (from 15.7
m2/person in 2017 to 18.2 m2/person
in 2021). The main increase occurred
in the last 3 years (Figure 11.1).

The ratio of the land consumption rate
to national population growth was 1.07
in 2021. Meanwhile, the upward trend
of this indicator demonstrates the
acceleration of the new housing con-
struction process relative to the popu-
lation growth (Figure 11.2).

The share of the population of Uzbek-
istan with convenient access to public
transport increased by 1.2 percentage
points over 2017-2021 and reached
86.1% (including among men - 85.6%,
women - 86.7%) (Figure 11.3).

Of the total length of roads in cities
and towns (141.8 thousand km), 57.6
thousand km or 40.6% require recon-
struction. Although, an average of 10
thousand km of urban roads are built
and repaired annually.

' The Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan No. UP-6186 "On additional measures
to provide the population with housing by allocating
the mortgage loans based on market principles" of
March 11, 2021.
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Figure 11.1. Provision of population with housing (sq.m. per person)
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Figure 11.2. The ratio of the land consumption rate and the population growth rate
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Figure 11.3. Share of population with convenient access to public transport,
by sex

85 84.9 87,3 86,9 86,7
P el O
o o— o -0 -0
84,8 83,2 86,8 86 85,6
~ N Fa
o— —O0- O O O
84,9 84 87,1 86,4 86,1
o— o —O o o)
\ © o - - Y
2017 2018 2018 2020 2021
. women @ men . total

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzhekistan

m VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023



In recent years, significant work has
been done to improve the infrastruc-
ture of the solid waste management
system, 13 state unitary sanitary enter-
prises with 172 branches in districts
and cities, as well as 9 clusters for the
integrated solid waste management
were created.

The measures taken have resulted in
the share of municipal solid waste that
is collected and disposed of at the
monitored facilities being 100.0% of
the total mass of municipal solid waste.

In addition, the implemented activities
resulted in an increase in solid waste
disposal coverage from 6% (2016) to
95% (2022).

Further steps:

. social norms of living space and
a mechanism for demographic
growth accounting, as well as
subsequent provision of access
to energy supply, water supply,
sewerage, as well as heating and
gasification should be taken into
account in housing construction;

- it is necessary to increase the
coverage of the city’s population
with social facilities, including
pre-school education and health
care institutions, general educa-
tion schools, social and cultural
facilities, and transport services in
the urban infrastructure develop-
ment;

. increasing the share of public
transport use by the population in
large, medium and small cities of
the Republic;

« further adaptation of public trans-
port infrastructure (intermediate
and end stations, bus stations and
bus terminals) for sedentary pop-
ulations, including people with
disabilities';

. development of a sanitation infra-
structure for collection and dis-
posal, as well as an effective sys-
tem of solid waste processing (for
example, in the form of alternative
energy sources);

- reducing solid waste volumes sent
to landfills, creating modern solid
waste landfills that meet sanitary
and environmental standards,
and taking measures to close and
recultivate existing landfills;

- improvement of pricing and opti-
mization of tariffs in the sanitation
sphere;

. adoption of master plans for
urban development and strict
compliance with urban planning
and sanitary norms and rules
when building;

. development of public-private
partnerships when forming pro-
jectsin these areas.

! https://lex.uz/ru/docs/5841063, paragraph 175
(Accessibility of tourism infrastructure)
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The efficient management of our shared natural
resources, and the way we dispose of toxic waste and
pollutants, are important targets to achieve this goal.
Encouraging industries, businesses and consumers to
recycle and reduce waste is equally important, as is
supporting developing countries to move towards more
sustainable patterns of consumption by 20"30‘ ve
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GOAL 12.
ENSURE THE TRANSITION TO

SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION PATTERNS.

The new economic model of Uzbek- Uzbekistan annually produces 7 million
istan can be called a “circular econ- tons of household waste. Although,
omy”. The circular economy is a tool only 1.8 million tons of these are pro-
for sustainable consumption and pro- cessed, the share of processing has
duction, especially with regard to the increased from 21.9% to 26%. There are
green economy. The circular econ- currently 307 processing enterprisesin
omy is included in the second priority, the republic. Waste is used to produce

“Green, Low-Carbon Industrial and 1,400 tons of products.

Economic Development,” of the Green

Growth Strategic Framework, which is In 2019-2021, the generation of toxic
the expanded second version of the industrial waste of the 1-3 hazard
Green Economy Strategy for 2019- classes per capita decreased from 13.1
2030. Circular goals are also included kg in 2019 to 8.5 kg in 2021.

in the Solid Waste Management Strat-

egy for 2019-2028, such as recycling Uzbekistan has included the target of
60% of solid waste generated and 25% transition to sustainable consumption

of specific solid waste. The prerequi- and production patterns in the priority
sites for a circular economy in Uzbeki- strategic targets of its medium- and
stan were analyzed in cooperation with long-term development. The most
the European Union, SWITCH Asia, important priority in the context of its
the World Bank, and UNDP. solution is the transition to the sustain-

Figure 12.1. Generation of toxic industrial waste of
the 1-3 hazard classes per capita (kg])

13,1

10,6

2019 2020 2021
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able production and consumption of
energyresourcesinthe mostimportant
economic sectors and spheres. In this
regard, a number of sectoral programs
to improve energy efficiency and stra-
tegic measures for the green economy
transition have been adopted and are
being implemented in the republic.

Theirimplementation has led to trends
in increasing energy efficiency, includ-
ing in such sectors as housing and util-
ities, accounting for over 40% of total
energy consumption and more than
half of the total energy saving potential
and reserves for reducing CO2 emis-
sions. Only measures to switch the
population and other energy-intensive
consumers (in production facilities) to
the use of energy-saving bulbs result in
electricity savings, and, consequently,
reduced costs for its generation and
delivery to consumers.

According to estimates, the share of
the population using energy-saving
bulbs increased to 50-60% in 2021.
Given that the population is one of
the main consumers, the acceleration
of the implementation of measures to
form sustainable patterns of consump-
tion and energy services provision in
the sector of households is required.

There is a trend of improving efficiency
indicators in the electric power sec-
tor, the development of which is also
accompanied by measures to realize
the energy-saving potential (for exam-
ple, total losses in the power system
decreased by 2% in 2021 compared
to 2019). According to the Ministry of
Energy, the implementation of organ-
izational and technical measures in
2021 resulted in energy savings of
about 2.0 million t.o.e. However, the
targets for the energy capacity diversi-
fication are being solved slowly based
on the RES introduction and reduc-

tion of the electricity generation unit
costs, as one of the main factors in the
formation of a sustainable produc-
tion pattern in the power sector of the
economy.

The Law “On Public Procurement”
updated in 2021 establishes com-
prehensive procurement principles
and stipulates that “the priorities of
socio-economic policy, including the
creation of high-tech and innova-
tive industries, the preservation of a
favorable environmental situation”
shall be taken into account when car-
rying out public procurement. The law
stipulates that in order to promote
the improvement of the ecological
environment or reduce the negative
impact on the environment, such cri-
teria as energy efficiency, rational
use of natural resources, use of envi-
ronmentally friendly materials and
secondary raw materials, renewable
energy sources, and other factors of
environmental friendliness of pur-
chased goods (works, services) may be
used during public procurement when
evaluating proposals of participants
and determining the contractor. While
the Law provides a framework for pub-
lic procurement modernization and
improvement, its effectiveness largely
depends on investment in capacity
building and professional develop-
ment of procurement and contract
management officials.

Further steps:

« improvement of investment con-
ditions for implementing sectoral
energy saving measures aimed
at forming rational parameters
of energy resource consumption
when producing products, goods,
and services;

. introduction of modern monitor-
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ing of compliance with building
standards and the energy services
provision in the housing sector;

- implementation of investment

projects in the construction of
renewable energy installations,
including solar and wind power
plants with a priority on their con-
struction in rural areas;

« demonstration and public aware-

ness of the positive results of

green energy saving and RES
development projects, which
builds capacity and expands pub-
lic knowledge about the benefits
of switching to sustainable con-
sumption patterns;

- consideration of the possibility

of creating a rating of companies
that comply with ESG (Environ-
mental, Social and Corporate
Governance) principles.
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‘I CLIMATE

ACTION

Doing all we can to combat climate change comes with
numerous benefits, from reducing pollution and asso-
ciated health care costs to strengthening and diver-
sifying the economy by shifting to renewable energy,

h' - :
b 7
among other measures. -

David Suzuki - Science broadcaster, and environmental activist
u
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GOAL 13.

TAKING URGENT ACTION TO COMBAT
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS.

Figure 13.1. Dynamics of carbon intensity of GDP, tons C02/1000 $ of GDP at PPP

Uzbekistan is one of the countries
most vulnerable to climate change.
According to the UN World Meteor-
ological Organization, the average
annual air temperature in the world
has now exceeded the 1880 level by 1
degree Celsius. The average annual air
temperature in Uzbekistan increased
by 1.6 degrees Celsius (from13.2t014.8
degrees) over the same period. The
intensity of the average air tempera-
ture increase in the republic exceeds
the average global rates. The climate
warming is negatively affecting eco-
systems, resulting in a worsening envi-
ronmental situation throughout the
country.

According to the international EDGAR
database, the carbon intensity of
Uzbekistan’s GDP was 0.465 tons
C0O2/1000$ of GDP at PPP (in con-
stant 2017 prices) in 2021, decreasing
by 6.6% compared to 2019 (Figure 13.1).

(in constant 2017 prices)

0,519

0,520 0,517

0,505

0,498

The Republic adopted a Concept of
Environmental Protection until 2030
in October 2019. The concept includes
a set of measures to preserve the envi-
ronment (atmospheric air, water, land,
soil, subsoil, biodiversity, protected
areas) from anthropogenic impact and
other negative factors, expand pro-
tected areas and improve eco-friendly
waste management system. By imple-
menting the Concept, it is expected:

- to bring the area of forest plan-
tations on the Uzbek part of the
dried Aral Sea bottom from 28%
(0.9 million hectares) to 60% (2
million hectares);

« to reduce pollutant emissions by
10% (from 2.492 million tons to
2.243 million tons);

- to convert 80% (about 6,500
units) of public transport to

0,486
I I B
2015 2016 2017 2018 2018 2020 2021

Source: EDGAR - Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research
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gas-fueled and electrically-pow-
ered;

- to increase the area covered by
forests from 3.2 million to 4.5 mil-
lion hectares;

« to increase the area of protected
areas from 3.5% (1.5 million Hec-
tares) to 12% (5.4 million Hec-
tares).

The Aral Sea catastrophe has a strong
negative impact on climatic conditions
not only in Uzbekistan, but throughout
Central Asia, increasing the dryness
and heat in the summer and extending
periods of cold in the winter. The num-
ber of days with temperatures above
40°Cincreased twofold in the Aral Sea

region, and by an average of one and a
half times in the rest of Uzbekistan. The
average temperature increase over the
territory of the republic since the early
1950s was 0.29°C per decade, which
is more than twice the global warming
rate.

Speaking at the UN General Assem-
bly in September 2020, the President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev recalled that the Aral Sea
region had become “the epicenter of
an ecological catastrophe” as a result
of the drying up of the Aral Sea. Dur-
ing the same session, he proposed to
declare the Aral Sea region a zone of
ecological innovation and technolo-
gies. The UN General Assembly unan-
imously approved a resolution in May
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2021 declaring the Aral Sea region a
“zone of ecological innovation and
technologies”.

The President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed
a Resolution “On Additional Measures
to Develop Entrepreneurship in the
Aral Sea Region” in November 2021.
It mainly aims at effective exploitation
of available land and water resources,
supporting agriculture and entrepre-
neurship, providing employment and
increasing the population’s income, as
well as creating a favorable agribusiness
environment in the northern regions of
the Republic of Karakalpakstan.

In January 2022, the Government
approved the areas of the protective

forests to be created to cover the Aral
Sea bottom and the Aral Sea region in
2022-2026, as well as the volume of
desert plant seeds prepared to create
protective forests to cover the Aral
Sea bottom and the Aral Sea region
in 2022-2026. As planned, 500 thou-
sand hectares of saxaul, buckwheat,
saltwort Belange (karabarak) and cher-
kez are to be planted on the territory of
Karakalpakstan by the end of 2026.

The Concept of transformation of the
Aral Searegioninto the zone of ecolog-
ical innovation and technologies and
the multilateral “road map” on priori-
ties of foreign investments attraction
to the Aral Sea region for 2022-2026
have been approved by the Resolution
of the Cabinet of Ministers of January
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25, 2022 “On additional measures to
transform the Aral Sea region into the
zone of ecological innovations and
technologies”.

According to a recent World Bank
study “The importance of landscape
restoration in Uzbekistan to reduce
sand and dust storms from the Aral Sea
bottom,” sand and dust storms in the
Aralkum annually cause economic
damage to Karakalpakstan of more
than USD 44 million (2% of the region’s
GDP). The World Bank estimates that
inaction in addressing this situation will
cost the region more than USD 840
million over the next 20 years.

In 2018-2021, protective forest
plantations on an area of 1.5 million
hectares of such desert plants as

saxaul, cherkez, kandym and saltwort
Belanger (karabarak) were created on
the dried Aral Sea bottom.

More than 4,000 workers and 1,600
pieces of equipment, including planes,
were involved in the work. The protec-
tive forest plantations were created on
the area of 107 thousand hectares in
2022, using the seeds of desert plants

in the amount of 580 tons. Besides, a
nursery on an area of 100 hectares was
created.

Work is currently underway on 26,000
hectares and 562 tons of seeds have
been harvested. Besides, a nursery of
100 hectares is being created.

According to WB estimates, landscape
restoration measures in Aralkum could
bring additional benefits of about USD
39 million peryear (1.9% of Karakalpak-
stan’s GDP). The landscape restoration
will also prevent about USD 5.5 million
worth of crop loss, which is equivalent
to 0.3% of GDP. The benefits of eco-
system services from landscape res-
toration projects in Uzbekistan are far
more valuable than the economic and
financial benefits of expanding crop
production if appropriate soil restora-
tion practices are applied.

During the transition of the republic to
a green economy in 2019, the Concept
for the development of environmental
education in the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan was approved. The concept aims
at forming environmental knowledge,
consciousness and culture among the
younger generation, improving science
in the ecology field with the involve-
ment of innovative technologies.

The program “Child Ecologist” is being
introduced in pre-school educational
institutions and “Ecological Corridors”
as well as open-air hours on the theme
“Mother Nature” are being organized.
General education schools hold com-
petitions “Best eco-friendly school”
and “Best student ecologist”. The com-
petitions “Expert in ecology” and “The
best ecological project” are provided
for students of lyceums and colleges.
Eco-clubs are being created at higher
educational institutions.
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In order to form an environmental
culture and education in schools, the
subjects “Natural Sciences” were intro-
duced for the 1-2 grades, which com-
bine the 3-4 grades programs on the
world around and “Natural History”.

The Zamin Foundation plays an impor-
tant role in the environmental educa-
tion development in the republic. The
Foundation developed and began
implementing a project “Zamin Eco-Ed-
ucation” in 2021 to raise an environ-
mentally responsible generation. The
program includes several independent
components related to environmental
education.

The Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment and Poverty Reduction of the
Republic of Uzbekistan has launched
a separate news and analytical sec-
tion “Green Economy” on its web-
site in order to raise awareness of the
measures taken to prevent the climate
change consequences, adapt to them
and provide early warning of the risks
of dangerous climate phenomena. On
April 29, 2022, the Institute of Fore-
casting and Macroeconomic Research
under the Ministry of Economic Devel-
opment and Poverty Reduction of the
Republic of Uzbekistan held a launch
ceremony of the “Green Hub” plat-
form created to facilitate the acceler-
ation of the country’s transition to a
green economy by creating concepts
of green growth, climate change miti-
gation and exchange of views, as well
as involving experts, research organ-
izations, international financial insti-
tutions and implementing joint initia-
tives.

Further steps:

« ensuring a reduction in the GDP
carbon intensity through the
green technology development
and implementation in the repub-
lic;

« strengtheninginternational coop-
eration in the green economy,
including by concluding bilateral
and multilateral treaties;

« furtherimplementation of the vol-
untary commitments undertaken
under the Paris Agreement;

« creating the necessary conditions
to attract foreign investors to the
country’s climate projects;

. providing the necessary funding
for climate change adaptation
measures by incorporating them
into national plans;

- ensuring a just transition to a
green economy by implement-
ing social protection measures,
retraining, re-qualifying, and
employing workers released from
carbon-intensive industries.
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ing life on land is the foundation for our life on
are all part of the planet’s ecosystem and
d severe damage to it through deforestatlon,
f al habitats and land degradation. Pro ing
a sustainable use of our ecosystems and preservin di-
versity is not a cause. It is the key to our own su
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GOAL 15.

PROTECTING AND RESTORING

TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS AND
PROMOTING THEIR SUSTAINABLE USE,
SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT,

COMBATING DESERTIFICATION, HALTING
AND REVERSING LAND DEGRADATION,

AND HALTING BIODIVERSITY LOSS.

Uzbekistan is a sparsely forested state,
as the area covered by forests is 8.7%,
according to the Forestry Agency
under the Ministry of Natural
Resources of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan. Meanwhile, the forested area as a
percentage of total land area has
nearly increased by 0.1% since 2019
(Figure 15.1). The largest areas of forest
lands are located in the Republic of
Karakalpakstan, Bukhara, Navoi, and
Kashkadarya provinces; the smallest
areas are preserved in Samarkand and
Syrdarya provinces and in the Fergana
Valley.

A total of

609,000

hectares of forest were planted in 2021, mostly in desert
areas.

Moreover, 8,000 hectares of nut-bear-
ing species were planted in the moun-
tainous and foothill areas, and reforest-
ation and the creation of conditions for
natural reproduction were carried out
in 1,000 hectares of forest areas.

A total of 672,000 hectares of forest
were created and reforested in 2021.
Of these, 658,000 hectares were
created in the desert zone, 10,600
hectares in the mountain and foothill
zones were planted with nut-bearing
plants, and the remaining 3,400 hec-
tares of forests were created in the val-
ley and riparian zones.

A set of measures to expand and
develop protected areas has been
implemented in recent years in order
to preserve and restore natural areas,
improve the ecological environment,
and ensure the rational use of natural
resources.

In particular, the Ugam-Chatkal State
Biosphere Reserve, the Khorezm
National Nature Park, and the South
Ustyurt National Nature Park, as
well as the Sudochie-Akpetki State
Reserve were formed during 2019 -
2021, resulting in an almost two-fold
increase in the share of protected
areas in the country.

The following state environmental pro-
tection agencies were formed in 2022:
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Figure 15.1. Forest area as a percentage of total land area (%)
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Source: Statistical data of the Forestry Agency under the Ministry of Forest Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan

« Central Kyzylkum National Nature
Park with a total area of 1.2 million
hectares in Uchkuduk district,
Aktau-Tamdy State Reserve with
a total area of 40,000 hectares in
Tamdy district of Navoi province.

- Borsakelmas state reserve of
280,000 hectares in the Kungrad
district of the Republic of Kar-
akalpakstan.

- besides these protected areas
on the forest lands, the Upper
Tupalang, Pap, Amankutan,
Babatag, and Aralkum national
parks were organized with a total
area of 1.054 million hectares.

The area of protected areas of the I-IV
categories and biosphere reserves of
Uzbekistan was 6.321 million hectares
or14.08% of the total area of the coun-
try by the end of 2022.

A new edition of the Red Data Book of
Uzbekistan is published in 2019. The
first volume on the flora includes 314
plant species (324 in the 2009 edition).
The list also includes 15 new species,
and the number of Category O (“prob-
ably extinct”) species decreased from
19 to 10. Another 157 species changed

their status.

The second volume on the fauna of
Uzbekistan includes 30 species of
mammals (with subspecies - 32), 52
species of birds, 21 species of reptiles,
17 species of fish (with subspecies - 18),
3 species of annelids, 14 species of mol-
lusks, and 66 species of arthropods.

Only 4.3 million hectares of the coun-
try’s 44.9 million hectares (about 10%)
are irrigated. About 2 million hectares
(45%) of these lands were subjected
to secondary salinization. About
800,000 hectares have water erosion
problems. More than 2 million hectares
of land are affected by wind erosion.

In 2018-2021, forest plantations of 1.5
million hectares of such desert plants
as saxaul, cherkez, kandym and salt-
wort Belanger (karabarak) were cre-
ated on the dried Aral Sea bottom. The
protective forest plantations were cre-
ated onthe area of 107,000 hectaresin
2022, using the seeds of desert plants
in the amount of 580 tons. Besides, a
nursery on an area of 100 hectares was
created.

The President of Uzbekistan adopted
a Resolution “On measures to cre-
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ate an effective system of combating
land degradation” on June 10, 2022 to
eliminate land degradation. Accord-
ing to this resolution, a separate new
department was created under the
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic
of Uzbekistan, which is responsible for
solving and preventing land degrada-
tion in the republic.

Further steps:

- improving the regulatory legal
framework for biodiversity con-
servation and sustainable use;

. ensuring the improvement of
economic mechanisms to stimu-
late land protection and soil fertil-
ity restoration;

« further developing the protected
areas system (PAs), improving
the PAs material and technical
base, continuous training of staff
to improve their skills in botany,
zoology and ecology;

. improving the mechanism of agri-
cultural land monitoring based on
geoinformation systems;

- integrating biodiversity conserva-
tion into all economic sectors;

. toughening of responsibility for
violation of legislation on the
environmental management and
protection;

. assessment and analysis of the
Uzbek flora study, identification
of plant resources and develop-
ment of scientific foundations for
theirsustainable use, state assess-
ment and development of scien-
tific foundations for the preserva-
tion of the gene pool of rare and
endemic species;

. forming of national information

and statistical databases of the
Uzbek flora, maintaining the state
cadastre of rare and endemic
plants of Uzbekistan and the
national Red Data Book of plants,
and monitoring the Uzbek flora;

« expanding the opportunities to

apply the theoretical bases of
introduction and acclimatization
of local and foreign flora, survey-
ing and introducing promising
wild-growing species in various
economic sectors of the republic;

- developing methodological foun-

dations for the preservation of
floral genetic diversity both under
natural conditions (in-situ) and in
the Botanical Garden collection
(ex-situ), with further reintroduc-
tion into nature;

« studying the dynamics of the veg-

etation cover caused by various
natural and anthropogenic fac-
tors, including climatic changes
and desertification processes, and
developing practical recommen-
dations for its restoration;

. conducting basic, applied and

innovative research on botany, as
well as implementing the results
in the economy;

- training of highly qualified spe-

cialists in the priority areas of the
Institute of Botany and improv-
ing the ways of forming scientific
research;

. disseminating scientific knowl-

edge by popularizing modern
botanical science achievements,
as well as educating in the field
of biodiversity and environmental
conservation.
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1 PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

“The will of the people must be the basis

of governmental authority. That is the foundation
of democracy. That is the foundation of good
governance.”

Kofi Annan - former UN Secretary-General, Nobel prize laureat
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GOAL 16.
PROMOTE PEACEFUL AND INCLUSIVE
SOCIETIES FOR SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT, PROVIDE ACCESS TO
JUSTICE FOR ALL AND BUILD EFFECTIVE,
ACCOUNTABLE AND INCLUSIVE
INSTITUTIONS AT ALL LEVELS.

Governance reform is one of the main
drivers of this SDG and has become
part of the government’s comprehen-
sive reform agenda within the National
Strategy.

The World Bank’s World Governance
Indicators (WGI)' ranking shows an
improvement in Uzbekistan’s perfor-
mance on all six components in 2021.

The Quality of Regulation subindi-
cator has also improved (reflects the
government'’s ability to formulate and
implement sound policies and regu-
lations that enable and promote pri-
vate sector development). The country
moved up 33 positions to 144th place
at the end of 2021 (Figure 16.1).

The institution of regulatory impact

assessment was introduced to improve

1 https://databankworldbank.org/source/world- . . i
the quality of rule-making. Anti-cor-

wide-governance-indicators

Figure 16.1. Quality of regulation 81(”§5
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ruption and gender legal expertises of
draft regulatory legal acts were intro-
duced. Over the past few years, more
than 4,000 outdated regulatory legal
documents have been annulled by the
«regulatory guillotine. This resulted in a
10% reduction in the current legislation.

The codification of legislative acts is
actively carried out. In particular, the
laws “On Investment and Investment
Activity” and “On Licensing, Permit-
ting and Notification Procedures”
were adopted, combining three laws
and more than 50 by-laws, which
were subsequently abolished. Another
example is the drafting of a single uni-
fied Entrepreneurial Code, also pro-
viding for a halving of the number of
inspections in this area.

In order to reduce bureaucracy, a draft
of the Entrepreneurial Code was pre-
pared, which envisages a halving of the
number of actual inspections in the
sphere of entrepreneurial activity.

Public services

Significant work is being done to
improve the public service quality and
accessibility.

The Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan of January
31, 2020 “On additional measures to
accelerate the development of the
national system of public service deliv-
ery” provides for the modernization
and improvement of the delivery of 49
types of public services in 24 spheres.

The list of public services delivered
exclusively through the Unified Portal
of Interactive Public Services and the
official websites of state and economic
administration bodies and local public
authorities was approved.

my.gov.uz

Uzbekistan rose to 69th place

in the UN E-Government Devel-
opment Index in 2022 (it ranked
81st out of 193 countries in 2019),
which reflects the acceleration of
digital technology adoption.

The primary government expenditures
to the original approved budget in
2021 were 99.2%. Actual expenditures
deviate from the original approved
budget due to reasons unrelated to
the forecast accuracy.

Over the past two years, fiscal policy
has been focused on mitigating the
coronavirus pandemic consequences,
as well as stimulating the country’s
economic recovery in 2021. Figure
16.5. shows that state budget expendi-
tures increased by 25.8% of the ini-
tially planned budget expenditures
for 2021 and amounted to UZS 188.6
trillion. There was a 30.9% increase in
state budget expenditures compared
to the 2020 budget (UZS 1441 trillion).
Expenditures on the social sphere, on
the economy, and on the financing of
centralized investments became the
main areas of state budget expendi-
tures.

Such dynamics of growth of state
budget expenditures had a stimulat-
ing character, aimed at ensuring social
protection of citizens and budgetary
stimulation of economic growth.

Openness
Serious measures are being taken to

ensure the openness of state authori-
ties and administration. In June 2019,
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Figure 16.2. Government effectiveness
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Source: https://databank.worldbank.org/source/warldwide-governance-indicators

forexample, the President of the coun-
try approved a package of measures to
ensure the media’s independence and
develop the activities of press services
of state bodies and organizations.

The Agency of Information and Mass
Communications under the Adminis-
tration of the President (AIMC) works
to ensure openness of the state agency
activities.

Figure 16.3. Primary government expenditures
to the original approved budget
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

More than 100 agencies, associations,
departments and companies of the
republic organized the activity of press
services for the first time. Such ser-
vices were also established in almost
200 city and district khokimiyats (local
bodies of state administration).

A list of 35 types of publicly signifi-
cant information to be published was
approved to ensure the accountability
of state bodies and organizations.

The Openness Index, aimed at assess-
ing the effectiveness and efficiency of
the work carried out on openness in
state bodies and organizations, was
introduced.

Anti-corruption

Anti-corruption is recognized as one of
the key principles of the national Strat-

eqgy.

A number of reforms aimed at reduc-
ing corruption in Uzbekistan have been
implemented over the past three years.
A specialized body, the Anti-Corruption
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Figure 16.4. Share of state primary expenditures in the original approved budget
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Agency, was created for the first time in
the country in 2020 to be responsible
for the development and implementa-
tion of anti-corruption policy. It supple-
mented the system of bodies in charge
of combating this phenomenon by
consolidating preventive tasks.

An Anti-Corruption Council has been
established under the upper cham-
ber of Parliament and anti-corruption
committees have been established in
both chambers.

To improve the legal anti-corruption
mechanisms, 13 regulatory legal doc-
uments were adopted, and a roadmap
was approved on further implemen-
tation of international anti-corruption
standards in the national legislation.

Such projects as Sphere without Cor-
ruption and Territory Beyond Corrup-
tion are being implemented in indus-
tries and sectors with high corruption
risks, such as capital construction,
higher education, health care, public
procurement, and the banking system.

Internal anti-corruption control sys-
tems are being implemented in the
public sector. The full implementa-
tion of such structures in 117 bodies
and institutions, including banks, is

currently ensured. The Performance
Rating in this area and the E-Anticor-
ruption program to prevent corruption
risks in the public sector were intro-
duced.

A platform E-anticor.uz allowing cit-
izens to promptly report corruption
cases and a 24-hour call center (short
number-1253) were launched. A legal
framework was established to protect
those who report corruption offenses,
along with a procedure for encourag-
ing them to do so.

An online magazine “Uzbekistan
Anti-Corruption Digest” was created
to systematically communicate the
anti-corruption reforms to the general
public.

The ongoing reforms are positively
assessed in international anti-corrup-
tionrankings and indices. Thus, Uzbek-
istan rose from 140th to 126th place in
Transparency International’s Corrup-
tion Perception Index (153rd place in
2019), and from 147th to 131st place in
the TRACE Bribery Matrix index.

Tackling illicit financial flows and
return of assets

A comprehensive work on combat-
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Figure 16.5. Uzbekistan's Corruption Perceptions Index scores
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ing money laundering, tackling illicit
financial flows and the return of assets
is carried out in direct connection with
anti-corruption measures and meas-
ures to reduce the shadow economy
and ensure transparency in the finan-
cial and economic spheres.

The country first approved the Strategy
for the Development of the National
System of the Republic of Uzbekistan

on combating the legalization of crimi-
nal proceeds, terrorist financing and the
financing of the proliferation of mass
destruction weapons in June 2021.

A mechanism of financial investi-
gations was introduced into the law
enforcement agencies to detect illegal
funds and criminal proceeds. Cryp-
to-assets are also included in the crim-
inal law sphere.
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The regulation on international coop-
eration regulating the return of stolen
assets was approved. An agreement
was reached with the Government of
Switzerland to repay USD 131 million
through a UN multi-trust fund, using
the funds for projects of social impor-
tance to the country.

A pilot project to measure illicit finan-
cial flows in fiscal and business activ-
ities was implemented for the first
time in the country with the support of
ESCAP, UNODC, and UNCTAD, which
provided primary data by testing two
measurement methods.

Ensuring the rule of law and access to
justice

The legislative framework for the judi-
ciary was updated in 2021 to further
strengthen the rule of law, judicial
protection of the rights and freedoms
of citizens, state and public interests,
rights and legally protected interests
of legal entities and individual entre-
preneurs. New laws “On Courts”,
“On the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of Uzbekistan” have been
adopted. The Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil of the Republic of Uzbekistan was
established by epy law.

Guarantees for the independence of
judges and courts have been strength-
ened by improving the mechanisms
for depriving judicial immunity and
considering the facts of interference
in their activities, strengthening their
social protection, as well as the intro-
duction of a new procedure for the
appointment and election of judges,
according to which, for the first time, a
judge is appointed for five years, then
for ten years, and subsequently for an
indefinite period.

Guaranteed financing of the salaries

of judges and court employees, social
payments from the State budget has
been introduced according to the
international standards.

Uzbekistan has taken important pos-
itive steps towards the protection of
human rights, which is at the heart of
any rights-based approach to sustain-
able development.

To reduce the number of persons held
in custody pending sentencing and the
prison population, the list of non-cus-
todial sentences has been expanded.

The responsibility for committing tor-
ture, mental, physical and the other
acts of violence in Uzbekistan and
the use of any information illegally
obtained in the course of criminal pro-
ceedings, including physical evidence,
audio and video materials has been
strengthened.

Lawyers have the right to collect and
present evidence in a criminal case,
which must be checked and evalu-
ated by the investigative and judicial
authorities.

Comprehensive measures have been
implemented to expand the scope
of the “Habeas Corpus” institution,
introduce a simplified procedure for
criminal proceedings, and further
strengthen guarantees of the rights
and freedoms of citizens in judicial and
investigative activities. In particular,
the use of the institute of reconciliation
in all instances of criminal proceedings
has been expanded. The institution of
a preliminary hearing in criminal cases
has been introduced, and in civil and
economic courts - the institution of a
pre-trial hearing, a simplified proce-
dure for proceedings and a mediation
procedure.
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In terms of protecting entrepreneurs,
a ban on the imposition of criminal
penalties that impede the operations
of business activities by the entities,
including deprivation of the right to
engage in entrepreneurial activities
and imprisonment in case of full com-
pensation of the damage caused in
the course of entrepreneurial activi-
ties has been introduced. The Business
Ombudsman Institute under the Pres-
ident has been established to assist in
the protection of their rights.

It should be noted that in the “Rule of Law”
index of the organization “World Justice

Project”, Uzbekistan has risen from 92nd
(in 2020) to 78th (in 2022) place.

Access to justice

Access to justice has been strength-
ened by the establishment of adminis-
trative courts throughout the country.
It expanded the ability of citizens to
appeal against illegal actions and acts
of officials, as well as public law dis-
putes, and increased the efficiency of
resolving such cases through special-
ization.

A new procedure for reviewing court
decisions is aimed to reduce the time
for litigation, in which higher courts are
obliged to make a final decision on the
case without returning the case for a
new consideration to lower instances.

The introduction of a complex of infor-
mation systems into legal proceedings
has made it possible for the parties to
send and receive information and doc-
uments electronically, file claims, apply
and complain using samples, pay court
costs, track the status of cases and
get acquainted with the schedule of

court hearings online from anywhere
in the world, participate in court hear-
ings through videoconferencing, get
acquainted with court decisions and
send enforcement documents for exe-
cution.

For example, in the first year after the
launch of Information System, more
than 440,000 electronic applications
were submitted to civil courts, which
accounted for 40 percent of all appli-
cations received.

By integrating the Information Sys-
tems of courts and other state bod-
ies and organizations (38 systems), a
mechanism for obtaining information
and documents necessary to resolve
a case has been implemented for the
courts.

Combating crime and violence. Com-
bating human trafficking and violent
extremism.

Since 2017, crime and violence preven-
tion has been identified as a key com-
ponent of Uzbekistan’s criminal law
policy which is significantly influenced
at all levels.

A number of initiatives were launched
with UN agencies’ support to pre-
vent crime among children and youth,
including the translated into Uzbek
animated series “Zorbs,” “LulLu” and
“Education for Justice,” electronic
educational modules, and media
materials promoting universal values
and healthy lifestyles.

A pilot study of victimization in the Fer-
gana Valley of the Republic of Uzbek-
istan was conducted in order to meas-
ure the indicators covered by SDGs 5
and 16. The project was supported by
the UNODC Regional Office for Cen-
tral Asia. The study results, along with
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Figure 16.7. Uzbekistan’s indicators in the Order &Security Index of the World Justice Project.

0,92

2012-13 2014 2015

https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/

the baseline data, highlighted certain
areas that need to be addressed when
adjusting crime control programs.

The country continues to rank highly
and has been in the top twenty coun-
tries on the Order & Security Index of
the World Justice Project for eight
years now. Uzbekistan ranked 16th
among 140 countries in this indicator
in 2022.

Uzbekistan became one of the first
states to repatriate its citizens, mostly
women and children, on a large scale.
More than 500 women and children
have been returned from Syria, Iraq,
and Afghanistan and received reinte-
gration support. This experience was
approved by the UN (2021).

It should be noted that the adoption
of the resolution on “Education and
Religious Tolerance” by the 72nd ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly on
the initiative of Uzbekistan was a mile-
stone in ensuring universal access to
education, eliminating illiteracy and
ignorance as important factors for
sustainable counteraction to the influ-
ence of religious extremism.

2016 2017-18 2019

2020 2021 2022

The Republic of Uzbekistan is currently
conducting systematic activities to
decriminalize and deradicalize people
accused or convicted of extremist-re-
lated crimes.

The system of control of citizens
included in the “black list” of involve-
mentin religious extremist movements
has been abolished.

In 2019 in order to ensure the best
interests of children, to prevent vio-
lence against them, the Government
launched a reform of closed children’s
institutions in which minors with devi-
ant behavior and in conflict with the
law were placed.

Cross-sectoral Standard Operating
Procedures for child protection were
developed and implemented. The
country alsoinitiated the development
of a law on protection from all forms of
violence.

Despite the measures taken, accord-
ing to MICS 2021-2022, 62% of chil-
dren aged 1-14 years were subjected to
violent punishment.

m VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023



A set of measures were also imple-
mented to improve the system of
combating human trafficking. In 2019,
on the basis of the interdepartmental
commission, the National Commission
for Combating Human Trafficking and
Forced Labor was established under
the leadership of the Chairman of the
Senate, which significantly increased
the level of coordination in this area.

The procedure foridentifying and redi-
recting victims of human trafficking
has been established, and a unified
information database on crimes in this
category has been launched.

Measures of administrative and crim-
inal liability have been strengthened
- the punishment for child labor, the
use of minors for the purpose of sexual
exploitation and their involvement in
forcedlaborhasbeenintroduced. Sanc-
tions have been tightened for indecent
acts against a person under the age of
16, for engaging in sexual intercourse
and other acts of a sexual nature with a
person from 16 to 18 years of age.

According to the latest annual report
on human trafficking in the world,
Uzbekistan is classified in the sec-
ond category of countries (TIER 2), as
a country making significant efforts
in combating human trafficking and
forced labor.

Challenges

In addition to positive results, issues
such as the availability, transparency,
and quality of data on crime, violence,
human trafficking, access to justice,
and other fair trial guarantees, includ-

ing access to professional legal aid,
a sufficient number of lawyers, inde-
pendence of lawyers, etc., need to be
addressed, which makes controlling
the rule of law and corruption more
difficult.

The situation should also be improved
in the area of statistical reporting on
crime (e.g. internal affairs, prosecu-
tors, courts, prisons, state committee
on statistics), to ensure full coverage of
the indicators included in the national
sustainable development goals.

Further steps:

- implementation of administrative
reform measures of New Uzbek-
istan (Decree of the President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
December 21, 2022);

« achievement of the outcomes
envisaged in the New Uzbekistan
Development Strategy for 2022-
2026;

- execution of targets to implement
the Strategy for the development
of the national system of the
Republic of Uzbekistan on com-
bating the legalization of criminal
proceeds;

« adoption and implementation of
the Law on the protection of chil-
dren from all forms of violence.

. development of the draft national
anti-corruption strategy for 2023-
2027 and draft state anti-corrup-
tion programs and their imple-
mentation.
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We will continue to pay a priority attention to the
strengthening of multifaceted, mutually beneficial
partnership with all our neighboring countries in Cen-
tral Asia, our Strategic Partner Countries and interna-
tional organizations.

H.E. Shavkat Mirziyoyev - President of the Republic of Uzbekistan




GOAL 17.
STRENGTHEN THE MEANS OF

IMPLEMENTATION AND REVITALIZE
THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

Over the past three years Uzbekistan
has carried out large-scale reforms
focusing on the liberalization of the
economy, administrative and institu-
tional transformations to ensure mac-
roeconomic stability and achieve sus-
tainable economic growth. The most
significant measures in terms of mac-
roeconomic stability are targeted to
the liberalization of prices, reduction
of inflation, improvement of monetary,
fiscal and foreign economic activities,
and creation of a favorable investment
climate and business environment.

Figure 17.1 Amount of state revenues and share
of taxes in the budget (%)

Financing of state budget revenues
and expenditures: the 2020-2022
dynamics show that unconsolidated
expenditures on trust funds are high
(Figure 17.1).

The indicator “total fiscal balance” was
introduced in 2020 in order to fully
account for and reflect the sphere of
public administration.

The share of the national budget
financed by domestic taxes was 67% of
total revenues in 2021, which is 10.7%
less than in 2020, and 7.1% less than in
2019 (share of domestic taxes in total
revenueswas 68.5%in 2018 (Table 17.1).

The following legislative acts were
adopted:

- new edition of the Tax Code of the
Republic of Uzbekistan in accord-
ance with the Law of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan of December
30, 2019 “On Amendments and
Additions to the Tax Code of the
Republic of Uzbekistan”;

. Indicator 17.1.1. Total government revenue
as a percentage of GDP, by source.

. Indicator 17.1.2. Share of the national budget financed
by domestic taxes.

74,3 71.9
68,5 67,2
18.6 I 212 22,1 22,4

. Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan of Sep-
tember 26, 2019 “On measures to
further improve tax policy of the
Republic of Uzbekistan”;

2018 2019 2020 2021 ]
« Decree of the President of the

Republic of Uzbekistan of July 10,

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan
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Table 17.1 Budget revenues [(without trust funds) (UZS billion)

Indicators

Budget revenues [without trust funds), total

Direct taxes

Indirect taxes

Resource payments and property tax

Other income

2019
112,1654
31,676.8
46,427.2
19,680.8
14,272.8

Source: Ministry of Economy and Finance

2019 “On additional measures to
improve tax administration”;

According to the approved Law of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On the State
Budget of the Republic of Uzbekistan
for 2020” and projected revenues and
expenditures of the State budget and
state trust funds for 2022, as well as tar-
gets for 2023, it can be concluded that
the tax burden will decrease signifi-
cantly. The data show that the revenues
ofthe state budget and state trust funds
amounted to UZS 137 trillion (26.1% of
GDP) in 2019, which is 27% more than
in 2018. In 2018, revenues amounted to
UZS 108 trillion, or 26.5% of GDP.

The share of the national budget
financed by domestic taxes to total
revenues was 74.3% in 2019 and 67.2%
in 2021.

Foreign direct investment and official
development assistance are growing
rapidly compared to total state budget
expenditures.

State budget revenues increased by
0.3% and were 22.4% in 2021. The state
budget revenues increased by 23.9%
or UZS 31,861.3 billion in 2021 com-
pared to 2020. Such factors as main-
taining high world prices for precious
metals, easing of quarantine restric-
tions, and new levers of tax control and

2020 2021 2022
132,938.0 164,7994 202,042.0
45,206.9 58,930.3 64,4471
46,4284 56,2904 70,570.2
21,257.0 23,0364 23,912.8
20,045.8 26,5422 43,112.8

administration influenced the growth
of budget revenues in 2021.

FDIdynamics also show strong growth,
with FDI increasing 4.4 times over
2019-2021.

Uzbekistan disbursed USD 11.1 billion
of foreign investments in 2021. The
share of foreign investments and cred-
its in fixed assets in the total volume of
disbursed investments was 42.7%.

The amount of funds raised from
International Financial Institutions
and fareign government financial
institutions was USD

2.1 hillion

The largest amounts of foreign capi-
tal are invested in energy, metallurgy,
chemical industry, electrical engineer-
ing, IT, construction, pharmaceuticals,
light industry, agriculture, etc.

More than 50 countries invest in the
economy of Uzbekistan, the leaders of
which are China (USD 2.2 billion), Rus-
sia (USD 21 billion), Germany (USD
800.7 million), Turkey (USD 1.18 billion)
and South Korea (USD 137.4 million).
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Table 17.2 Dynamics of public debt of the Republic of Uzbekistan [USD hillion)

Indicators 2016 2017 2018
External public debt 6.5 7.5 9.9
Domestic public debt 3.2 4.0 5.0
Total public debt 9.7 116 14.9

Source: Ministry of Economy and Finance

In 2021, 5 government and corporate
Eurobonds were issued to attract capi-
tal from international markets.

In July 2021, the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan was the first in the CIS region and
one of thefirstintheworld to Sovereign
SDG Bonds aimed at target financ-
ing of the SDGs. The issue volume
amounted to UZS 2.5 trillion (about
USD 235 Million) at14% for 3 years. The
funds received are used to implement
activities and projects to achieve the
nine specific national SDGs. Inits 2020
New FDI Performance Index for new
projects, the Financial Times ranked
Uzbekistan fourth among Asia-Pacific
countries with an Index value of 3.58
units for investments attracted in 40
new projects in 2019.

The inclusion of Uzbekistan in the FDI
Regulatory Restrictiveness Index cal-
culated by the OECD since 2019 is also
remarkable: Uzbekistan ranked 44th in
the world and 4th in the Asia-Pacific
region.

The measures taken to maintain pub-
lic debt at a macroeconomic stable
level and effectively manage it, as well
as to ensure high rates of economic
growth of the republic under condi-
tions of stability of the national cur-
rency, have resulted in the stabiliza-
tion of the public debt-to-GDP ratio
since 2021.

2019 2020 2021
157 211 23.6
21 2.3 2.7

17.8 234 26.3

Specifically, the public debt-to-GDP
ratio decreased from 39.0% at the
beginning of 2021(38.0% at the end of
2021) to 34.1% at October1, 2022.

According to the International Mone-
tary Fund’s report on the economy of
the countries, the public debt of the
Republic of Uzbekistan is currently at a
“moderate” level.

Measures implemented in recent years
to keep public debt at a moderate level
and effectively manage it are now pay-
ing off.

According to the Law “On the State
Budget of the Republic of Uzbekistan
for 2022”, the limit of newly signed
annual agreements on foreign loans
attraction on behalf of the Republic
of Uzbekistan (the government of the
Republic of Uzbekistan) and under the
guarantee of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan was USD 4.5 billion in 2022.

Also, the maximum net volume of gov-
ernment securities issued on behalf of
the Republic of Uzbekistan was set at
12.0 trillion soums.

In addition, in accordance with the
Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On public debt” The amount of public
debt should not exceed 60% in rela-
tion to the annual forecast indicator of
gross domestic product.
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The practice of providing state guar-
antees for domestic obligations has
been discontinued since 2021, and
state-owned enterprises and banks,
in accordance with the transforma-
tion processes, are transferred to rais-
ing funds without state guarantees
in global financial markets to finance
their projects.

JSCB “Uzpromstroybank”, JSC “Uzmil-
libank”, JSCIB “Ipoteka-bank”, JSC
“UzAvto Motors”, JSC “Uzbekneft-
egaz” attracted funds to the total
amount of about USD 2 billion from
the world market by issuing interna-
tional bonds in 2019-2021.

The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On Public Debt” was developed with
the support of prestigious interna-
tional organizations, such as the U.S.
Treasury, the International Monetary
Fund, the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank, and was approved
by the Senate of the Oliy Majlis.

The law covers such areas as public
debt management based on interna-
tional standards, increasing the Parlia-
ment’s role in this process, keeping it at
a level safe for macroeconomic stabil-
ity, ensuring timely guaranteed public
debt service, diversifying public debt
and reducing the risk of overspend-
ing on its servicing and improving the
mechanism of state guarantees.

With a view to diversifying the public
debt portfolio and reducing currency
risk, the practice of issuing interna-
tional bonds in national currency was
established to gradually reduce the
share of public debt in foreign cur-
rency.

In particular, sovereign international
bonds in the amount of UZS 4.5 trillion
in national currency were placed on

the London Stock Exchange in 2020-
2021, and in the medium term, it was
decided to increase the national cur-
rency share in sovereign international
bonds based on market conditions;

The development of the domestic
financial market resulted in anincrease
in the volume of placement of state
securities from UZS 597 billion in 2018
to UZS 4.9 trillion in 2021 (UZS 8.4 tril-
lionin @ months of 2022), while the cir-
culation period of state securities has
been extended to 10 years.

Inflation-linked state securities in the
amount of SUM 111 billion with a cou-
pon paymentequalto“ConsumerPrice
Index (CPI) + 6%" were placed, and the
first benchmark for inflation-linked
state securities was created.

To automate public debt accounting
and reporting, as well as to increase
the transparency of debt statistics, the
following activities are being carried
out:

The State Debt Management and
Financial Analysis System (DMFAS-6
software package) automates infor-
mation on external state debt;

The Ministry of Information Technol-
ogy and Communications Develop-
ment (MITC) is the key government
body responsible for e-governance
and Internet connectivity in Uzbek-
istan, which could help the country
become one of the first 50 countries in
the Global Innovation Index by 2030.
MITC is also responsible for develop-
ing the 2030 National ICT Strategy
and a three-year e-government pro-
gram that aims to reduce corruption
risks and bridge the digital divide.

Fixed broadband Internet subscribers,
including users from 10 Mbps to 30
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Figure 17.2. Number of fixed broadband

Figure 17.3. Share of the population using

Internet subscribers per 100 inhabitants the Internet
at a speed of 10 Mbps to 30 Mbps
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of
Uzbekistan

Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of

Uzhekistan

Mbps, reached 0.2 million in 2019 and
2.1 million by 2021.

The Resolution of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On measures
to accelerate the development of tel-
ecommunications infrastructure in
settlements of the Republic of Uzbek-
istan” (Ne PP-4329 of 22.05.2019)
was adopted to eliminate negative
factors affecting the accelerated
development of telecommunications
networks, ensure the availability of
electronic public services, as well as
create the necessary infrastructure
to develop the digital economy in
the regions. The Decree of the Presi-
dent “On measures to accelerate the
development of services” (Ne PP-5113
of 11.05.2021) also envisages the
expansion of broadband telecommu-
nications network by 900,000 ports,
installation of 2,000 joint mobile base
stations, and increasing the cover-
age of settlements with broadband
mobile Internet up to 95%.

It is necessary to develop a compet-
itive environment between Internet
service providers and a mechanism for
expanding the territory around remote
settlements in order to increase the

number of fixed broadband Internet
subscribers.

In the “Year of Science, Education and
Digital Economy Development”, the
Decree of the President of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan (No. UP-6079 of
05.10.2020) “On approval of the strat-
egy “Digital Uzbekistan-2030” and
measures to effectively implement it”
was adopted with the aim of acceler-
ated development of digital industry in
the republic, improving the competi-
tiveness of the national economy, as
well as ensuring the implementation
of the targets defined in the State Pro-
gram for the implementation of the
Strategy of Action in five priority areas
of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017 -
2021 years.

Moreover, the Resolution of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Ne
PP-357 dated 22.08.2022) “On meas-
ures to raise the sphere of information
and communication technologies to a
new level in 2022-2023" was adopted
to implement the priority tasks of
raising the sphere of information and
communication technologies to a new
level. The goal was set to increase the
share of Internet users by 90.6% by

VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023 .m



Figure 17.4 GDP growth rate (%)
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Figure 17.5 GDP per capita in terms of purchasing
power parity of the Uzbek soum to the US dollar
(USD)
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Source: Statistical data of the Statistics Agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan

2030. Itis necessary to install means of
communication belonging to remote
settlements and develop a mechanism
for subsidizing operators who work
in non-profitable regions in order to
increase the share of the population
using the Internet.

According to preliminary estimates,
the GDP of the Republic of Uzbekistan
in current prices amounted to UZS
734,587.7 billion in 2021 and increased
in real terms by 74% compared to
2020. The GDP deflator index was
113.6% relative to 2020 prices.

GDP growth accelerated to 7.4% in
2021, compared to 2.0% in 2020 and
6.0% in 2019.

The following legislative acts regulat-
ing partnership were adopted in order
to stimulate effective partnership
between the private and public sec-
tors and civil society institutions when
implementing social and economic
development programs:

. Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On Public-Private Partnership”
of May 10, 2019;

- Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On
measures to further improve the
road sector management system”
of 09.12.2019;

« Resolution of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
measures to further improve the
mechanisms of attracting foreign
direct investment to the economy
of the Republic of Uzbekistan” of
29.04.2019.

According to the New Uzbekistan
Development Strategy for 2022-2026,
it is planned to implement projects
worth USD 14 billion in energy, trans-
port, health, education, environment,
utilities, water and other sectors by
using public-private partnership mech-
anisms.

The MICS survey conducted jointly
with UNICEF is completed in 2020-
2021. The survey provided informa-
tion on the developent of necessary
internationally comparable statistical
indicators needed to monitor progress
toward national goals and global com-
mitments to improve the situation of
children and women.
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The methodology for conducting a
sample household survey is being
improved with the support of the
World Bank. Household surveys will be
conducted using CAPI, i.e. using tab-
lets (with special software) to improve
the quality and reliability of the data.

The GDP deflator index was also up to
113.5% after 111.6% in 2020. The GDP

deflator index was 117.9% in 2019.

The Agency of Statistics in coopera-
tion with the World Bank developed
the National Strategy of Development
of Statistics of the Republic of Uzbek-
istan for 2020-2025, the implemen-
tation of which will meet the need of
users for relevant statistical informa-
tion, including the SDG indicators.

A new Law of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan “On Official Statistics” was devel-
oped that fully complies with interna-
tional standards and today’s require-
ments. The new law consists of 7 chap-
ters and 44 articles, which differs radi-
cally from the previous law.

Firstly, a new concept of official sta-
tistics is being implemented. The law
clearly defines official statistics as
statistical data describing economic,
demographic, social, financial, envi-
ronmental events and processes in the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

Secondly, a national statistical system
is being created, which includes, along
with statistical bodies, other state
administration bodies that produce
and disseminate official statistics.

Thirdly, the law defines the mechanisms
of quality assurance of statistics by pro-

ducers of official statistics by using
statistical methods of data evaluation,
documenting the sources and methods
used, studying the opinions of respond-
ents, and cooperating with scientific
organizations and the communityin the
evaluation of statistical methodology.

In addition, active work is underway on
Uzbekistan’s accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTQO), within
the framework of which 6 rounds of
negotiations have taken place so far. A
working group of representatives of 49
states was created, chaired by the per-
manent coordinator of the Republic of
Korea S. Yun. In 2021 and 2022 Fact
Papers provided. Along with this, it is
important to note that 9 states have
agreed to Uzbekistan’s accession to
the WTO without negotiations. Bilat-
eral negotiations are currently ongo-
ing. The intensity of work on Uzbeki-
stan’s accession to the WTO shows the
desire to achieve goal 1710 (Promo-
tion of a universal, rules-based, open,
non-discriminatory and fair multilat-
eral trading system within the WTO).
Trade liberalization and accession to
the WTO are expected to promote
structural reforms in Uzbekistan.

Regarding the development of civil
society and public control, in order to
avoid duplication and overlap in the
relevant legal norms, proposals were
made to develop a new edition of the
Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
Non-Governmental Non-Commer-
cial Organizations,” by combining the
current Law on NGOs as well as the
Laws “On Guarantees of Activities of
Non-Governmental Non-Commercial
Organizations” and “On Public Associ-
ations in the Republic of Uzbekistan”
and supplementing it with the neces-
sary procedural mechanisms, as well as
to significantly reduce by-laws and ref-
erential norms.
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Proposals were developed and intro-
duced into the draft law “On Public
Control” to improve the regulatory
legal framework regulating public
control, to develop procedural mech-
anisms for all types of public con-
trol defined by the law, as well as to
strengthen the role and coordination
of public councils under state bodies
in the sphere of public control.

Civil society is an integral part of the
social relations development and the
most important guarantee of democ-
racy, the rule of law, and individual
freedom in the state.

A new Law of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan “On Trade Unions” was adopted in
2019, in accordance with international
standards and in full compliance with
the requirements of the relevant ILO
conventions.

This Law:

- significantly expands the rights
and powers of trade unions and
makes their registration as simple
as possible;

- expands the union membership
base: henceforth, broader cate-
gories of workers have the right to
associate in trade unions.

It should be noted that Uzbekistan is
gradually and consistently building
civil society; the Decree of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Uzbekistan
“On measures to radically increase the
role of civil society institutions in the

democratic renewal of the country”
was adopted in May 2018.

Non-commercial NGOs as a civil soci-
ety institution are growing quantita-
tively and qualitatively in Uzbekistan.
There are currently more than 9,000

NGOs in the country, and there are
branches and representative offices of
29 international and foreign non-gov-
ernmental organizations.

The existing legal framework for NGO
activity in Uzbekistan is impressive.
According to official statements, more
than 200 legislative acts aimed at
strengthening the role and importance
of civic institutions and solving urgent
social and economic problems of citi-
zens were adopted during the years of
independence.

Theissue of increasing the professional-
ism and competitiveness of civil society
institutions, strengthening their organ-
izational, material and technical base,
as well as strengthening the legitimacy
of NGOs in society, is one of the most
pressing issues for the development of
civil society institutions in the future.

As civil society develops in Uzbeki-
stan, the mass media have become
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an important element in raising their
consciousness, worldview, and politi-
cal culture, and in strengthening their
civic position.

More than ten laws were adopted, and
the necessary legal and institutional
conditions for the professional work of
journalists are being created. In order
to support the non-governmental
mass media, strengthen their mate-
rial and technical base and human
potential, the following public organi-
zations were established: the National
Association of Electronic Mass Media
(NAEMM), which now includes more
than 100 electronic mass media, and
the Public Fund for the Support and
Development of Independent Print
Media and News Agencies of Uzbeki-
stan.

There are more than 1,500 mass media
in the republic. They differ in the own-
ership form, the direction, and the way
the information is transmitted.

Local self-government is mahalla in
Uzbek. The legal basis for the activities
of citizens’ self-governing bodies, rep-
resented by the institution of mahalla,
was strengthened and developed in
the years of independence. This insti-
tution was formed as an integral part
of the political, economic and spiritual
life of the country, and all necessary
conditions were created for mahalla to
develop.

Mahalla as a time-tested form of
self-government corresponds to the
nature and needs of the people of
Uzbekistan and is a reliable factor in
preserving and strengthening the
peace, harmony, and social stability
in the country. This is facilitated by
expanding the powers of makhalla
assemblies and aksakals.
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5. WAY FORWARD

This Second Voluntary National Review provides an opportunity to
assess the progress towards the SDGs implementation compared to
the first review, to identify existing disparities, opportunities and
accumulated potential, as well as internal and external challenges to
achieve the targets by 2030.

Despite certain difficulties, it was pos-
sible toimplement a set of measures to
reduce the poverty growth and organ-
ize targeted social support for low-in-
come families; the national govern-
ance model through self-governing
bodies of citizens (mahalla) is being
implemented; a sharp social stratifica-
tion was not allowed by implementing
targeted measures to support private
entrepreneurship.

Specific positive progress in reform-
ing agriculture made it possible to
strengthen the country's food security.

The dynamic growth of life expectancy,
reduction of maternal, child, and infant
mortality resulted in improved health of
the population.

Absolute literacy and a significant
increase in pre-school enroliment, rad-
ical reforms in general and higher edu-
cation, the availability of the Internet
made it possible to improve the educa-
tion quality and eliminate child labor.

Significant progress was made in the
provision of housing due to large-scale

housing construction.

Uzbekistantookamajorstepinaddress-

ing gender equality issues by expanding
girls' access to education, increasing
women's representation in parliament,
the public service and the government,
and implementing targeted support for
women and young people.

There were some changes in the pop-
ulation's access to centralized water
supply and sanitation.

The energy infrastructure moderni-
zation and the expansion of uncon-
ventional energy sources through the
introduction of new energy facilities,
small hydropower plants, wind and
solar energy were accelerated.

There is a relatively high level of eco-
nomic growth, and sustainable devel-
opment of industry and services,
including tourism.

There were structural changes in the
direction of increasing the processing
industry contribution and increasing
the implementation of major innova-
tion and infrastructure projects.

The transition to energy-saving and
green technologies was ensured, and
a targeted strategy for the green econ-
omy development was developed and
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is being implemented.

In order to combat climate change,
measures were implemented to ensure
the CO, reduction and form a green
zone in the adjacent areas of the Aral
Sea, as well as trees were systemati-
cally planted in all cities and districts.

Specific institutional and economic
mechanisms were adopted to pre-
vent the reduction of forest area and
resources.

Important steps were taken to ensure
the independence of the judiciary,
enhance guarantees for the protec-
tion of the rights of citizens and private
entrepreneurs, and develop the mass
media's independence.

The country is completely open to
cooperation with the outside world.
Cooperation with the Central Asian,
CIS, SCO, and Southeast Asian coun-
tries developed significantly.

The initiatives of Uzbekistan adopted
by the UN General Assembly on
enhancing the parliamentary role in
achieving sustainable development
goals, ensuring security and coopera-
tionin the Central Asian region, adopt-
ing the Convention on the Rights of
Youth, and others should be high-
lighted.

The review revealed certain problems
to be addressed in order to improve
the effectiveness and efficiency of
measures implemented by the Devel-
opment Strategies and Concepts
adapted to national goals and targets,
ensure a significant reduction in cor-
ruption, improve the education and
health quality, accelerate infrastruc-
ture development, including access to
quality drinking water, introduce new
innovative, digital, and green tech-

nologies as part of combating climate
change and ensuring environmental
security.

Further steps to achieve the national
sustainable development goals and
targets and projected parameters until
2030 include:

- full adaptation of national sus-
tainable development goals and
targets with the New Uzbekistan
Development Strategy for 2022-
2026, which envisages reforms to
build civil society, ensure human
rights and interests, and trans-
form the economy by improving
the well-being of the population;

. implementation of priority tar-
gets, consistent with the sustain-
able development, noted in the
Address to the Oliy Majlis and the
people of Uzbekistan of Decem-
ber 20, 2022, which includes the
transition to an effective state
governance system, building a
"social state", protection of human
rights and freedoms, addressing
environmental issues, especially
those of water resources, the
introduction of free market mech-
anisms, private property protec-
tion, entrepreneurship support,
growth of private and foreign
investment in the economy;

- introduction of a mandatory pro-
cedure for taking into account a
set of measures to develop the
country, sectors and spheres,
regions, and to achieve target
parameters (indicators, subindi-
cators) of sustainable develop-
ment during the development
and implementation of the Strat-
egy, the Concept, and State Pro-
grams;

VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023 m



. expanded participation of civil

society institutions in the organi-
zation of monitoring and evalua-
tion of its results on the achieve-
ment of national goals and tar-
gets, consideration of incoming
proposals and recommendations
of private entrepreneurs and res-
idents of the country's regions to
improve the effectiveness of the
measures taken;

raising society's and population's
awareness of the work being done
to achieve the national goals and
targets, conducting regular spe-
cial sociological surveys in cities,
districts, and mahallas on the pri-
ority measures to meet the needs
and requirements of the popula-
tion, based on the implemented
measures of sustainable develop-
ment;

expanding the possibility of
state budgeting for measures to
achieve the SDGs, primarily to
address such social and environ-
mental targets as poverty reduc-
tion, social stratification of soci-
ety, targeted social protection,
improving the quality of educa-
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tional and health services, gen-
der equality, prevention of social
risks and threats associated with
climate change, food, energy, and
environmental security;

continuing the dialogue of the
state with the private sector, inter-
national organizations, further
expansion of international coop-
eration with all countries of the
world, including the Central Asian
countries, the implementation
of the initiatives of Uzbekistan
adopted by the UN to enhance
regional cooperation, increase
the role of parliaments, ensure the
youth rights, integrated with the
sustainable development goals;

strengthening the capacity of the
national statistical system, intro-
duction of electronic data col-
lection, and improved access to
quality, comparable human rights
statistics;

conducting ongoing educational
activities to raise awareness about
sustainable development and liv-
ing and the SDGs implementation
at the national and global levels.



CONCLUSION

The Second National Review of Uzbek-
istan summarized the period of recov-
ery of social and economic develop-
ment after the peak of COVID-19, the
main results of the 2017-2021 Action
Strategy implementation, democra-
tization and civil society building pro-
cesses, the formation of a national gov-
ernance model from below through
the institute of local self-government
of citizens called mahalla, and the
growth of political activity of the pop-
ulation.

Based ontheresultsof the First Review,
significant adjustments were made
to ensure systemic monitoring of the
SDGs implementation by adopting an
official document on additional meas-
ures to achieve national goals and tar-
gets, and the newly approved Coor-
dination Council and relevant expert
groups stepped up their activities.
The recommendations and proposals
made by international organizations, in
particular the UN and the World Bank,
were taken into account regarding the
assessment of financial resources and
domestic capacity, the effectiveness
of management systems, the devel-
opment of a social state, sustainable
management of natural resources,
institutional problems associated with
the methodology of calculating indi-
vidual indicators, and the formation of
a full-fledged information platform.

The Second Review was prepared in
the context of building a New Uzbek-

istan based on the principle "In the
name of honor and dignity of man"and
alignment of the SDGs with national
priorities to transform all areas of pol-
itics, economy and social sphere in the
country. The review was subjected to
a process of discussion and consul-
tation with all stakeholders: the par-
liamentary commission, academia,
women and youth representatives, the
mass media representatives, bloggers,
non-governmental and international
organizations. Special attention was
paid to information campaign con-
ducted by parliamentary and govern-
mental structures with the support of
the UN agencies to discuss the results
of the Review among the populationin
the regions.

Review preparation made it possible to
show the real progress of Uzbekistanin
achieving the adopted target parame-
ters of sustainable development until
2030, to determine the scale of indi-
vidual goals and targets implementa-
tion, to identify existing disparities and
opportunities, and to determine the
next steps to be taken.

The Second National Review will allow
adjusting and refining the imple-
mented and developed strategies,
concepts, targeted programs of social
and economic development of the
country, industries and regions based
on the achievement of sustainable
development goals and targets of
Uzbekistan.
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Annex 1

Correlation of national goals and targets of sustainable
development and the goals of the New Uzbekistan Development
Strategy for 2022-2026

National Goals National Targets Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-
egy for 2022-2026

Goal 1. Widespread Target 1.1. Reduce the country's poverty rate  Goal 85. Create new jobs and increase incomes,

reduction of poverty by half by 2030. thus reduce poverty by at least two-fold by the end
of 2026.

Target 1.2. Reduce by half the proportion of Goal 85. Create new jobs and increase incomes,
men, women and children of all ages living in ~ thus reduce poverty by at least two-fold by the end
poverty in all its dimensions by 2030. of 2026.

Goal 85. par. 6. Create a unified electronic system
for recording families, women and young people

in paverty hy region, city and district, and prevent
the risk of falling back into poverty. Development of
handicraft activities.

Target1.3. Strengthen the targeting and Goal 53. Ensure mandatory social guarantees for
effectiveness of social protection system of the population, strengthening the social protection
the population, improve the quality of sacial of the needy

services, achieve full coverage of sacial pro-

tection measures for all in need Goal 53. par. 3. Systematize and improve legisla-

tion on mandatary social guarantees, and control
the strict enforcement of established social pro-
tection.

Goal 85. par. 3. Create the possibility of full use
of sacial guarantees and benefits for 2.5 million
unofficially employed citizens by helping them to
legalize their employment.

Goal 85. par. 7. Cover at least 85% of the entire
population in need with social assistance programs
that meet eligibility criteria for social benefits. Pro-
vide direct state social assistance to families and
population segments in need of social protection,
as well as citizens who tempararily face difficult
canditions.

Target 1.4. Ensure conducive economic and Goal 53. Ensure mandatory social guarantees for
financial conditions for equal access for all the population, strengthening the social protection
population, in particular the poor and vul- of the needy

nerable, to hasic reserves (lands, new tech-

nologies, bank loans, remote banking, etc.)

by 2030 to provide infrastructure for retail

payment systems, new technologies and

financial services, including microfinancing.

Target 1.5. Improve the living conditions of Goal 53. Ensure mandatory social guarantees for
sacially vulnerable segments of the popula- the population, strengthening the social protection
tion and prevent the negative impact of eco-  of the needy

nomic, sacial, and environmental problems
on them by 2030.

Target 1.a. Mohilize significant reserves from  Goal 85. par. 2. Development and implementation
a variety of sources, including enhanced of the state programs to reduce poverty.
development cooperation, to provide predict-

able financing for programs and strategies to

eradicate poverty in all its dimensions.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 2. Enhance food
security, improve
nutrition, and support
sustainable agricul-
ture.

Goal 3. Ensure healthy
lifestyles and promote
well-being for people
of all ages

Target 1.b. Improve strategic development
forecasting, monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms that take into account the poor
population interests and gender aspects to
facilitate rapid population investment in pov-
erty reduction measures.

Target 2.1. Ensure quality and balanced
nutrition in the necessary volumes and
achieve full year-round access to vital and
safe food for all segments of the population
by 2030, especially for young children and
socially vulnerable peaple.

Target 2.2. End all forms of malnutrition by
2030, including achieving the internation-
ally agreed goals on reducing stunting and
weight loss for children under age five by
2025, and also meet the nutritional needs
of adolescent girls, pregnant and nursing
women, and the elderly.

Target 2.3. Increase the average agricultural
food production efficiency and incomes of
agricultural food producers by 2030.

Target 2.4 Introduce agricultural practices
by 2030 that will ensure sustainahle food
production systems, as well as increase the
efficiency of agricultural production.

Target 2.5. Ensure genetic diversity of crop
seeds and livestock and related wildlife spe-
cies, including by properly preserving their
stocks

Target 2.a. In order to strengthen the agri-
cultural productive capacity, enhance invest-
ment in agricultural infrastructure, promote
scientific research in agriculture, develop
innovative technologies, create genetic
reserves of crops and livestock, as well as
through the enhancement of international
financial institutions and international coop-
eration.

Target 2.b. Introduce trade restrictions in
global agricultural markets and eliminate the
errors and prevent them.

Target 2.c. Provide the guaranteed access
of the population of the repuhlic with basic
types of food and agricultural products, sys-
tematically monitor and control the supply of
products to the domestic consumer market,
take measures to combat unjustified price
increases.

Target 3.1. Reduce the maternal mortality
rate by one-third by 2030.

Goal 85. Create new jobs and increase incomes,
thus reduce poverty by at least two-fold by the end
of 2026.

Goal 45. Gradual provision of free meals to primary
school students in the Republic of Karakalpakstan
and Kharezm province

Goal 30. Multiple the income of farmers by at least
2 times through intensive development of agri-
culture on a scientific basis, increasing the annual
growth of agriculture to at least 5%

Goal 30. Multiple the income of farmers by at least
2 times through intensive development of agri-
culture on a scientific basis, increasing the annual
growth of agriculture to at least 5%

Goal 30. par. 8. Develop agro-logistic centers
and increase the number of modern laboratories.
Implement a national seed and seedling growing
program.

Goal 30. Multiple the income of farmers by at least
2 times through intensive development of agri-
culture on a scientific basis, increasing the annual
growth of agriculture to at least 5%

Goal 60. Improve the system of high-tech medi-
cal care for women of reproductive age, pregnant
women and children.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 3. Ensure healthy
lifestyles and promote
well-being for people
of all ages

Target 3.2. Reduce newborn infant mortality
and under-five mortality by half by 2030.

Target 3.3. Reduce tuberculosis and HIV
infection rates, and ensure control of water-
borne hepatitis and other infectious dis-
eases.

Target 3.4. Reduce premature mortality
from cardiovascular and oncological dis-
eases, diabetes and chronic respiratory dis-
eases by 30% by 2030.

Target 3.5. Improve the prevention and treat-
ment of psychoactive substance addiction,
including drug addiction and alcohalism (a
10% decrease in the harmful use of alcohol).

Target 3.6. Reduce the number of traffic
accidents by half by 2025, including acci-
dents due to violations of traffic rules hy

pedestrians.

Target 3.7. Ensure universal access to sexual
and reproductive health services by 2030,
including family planning and increasing the
age of marriage for girls to eighteen, and

the integration of reproductive health into
national strategies and programs.

Target 3.8. Ensure universal health coverage,
including protection from high health care
costs, access to essential quality healthcare
and sanitation services, and access to safe,
effective, quality, and affordable essential
medicines and vaccines for all.

Target 3.9. Reduce mortality and morhidity
due to exposure to hazardous chemicals, air
and water pollution, including chemical pro-
duction and hazardous substance disposal
sites.

Target 3.a. Promote the implementation of
the World Health Organization's Convention
on Tobacco Contraol (adopted at the 56th
World Health Assembly in May 2003], as
appropriate.

Target 3.b. Promote the research and devel-
opment of vaccines and medicines to treat
infectious and non-infectious diseases;
demonstrate adaptation of the agreement on
trade-related aspects of intellectual property
rights to protect public health, particularly in
accordance with the Doha Declaration on the
TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (World
Trade Organization (WT0]) and in line with
the series of negotiations to create access to
affordable essential medicines and vaccines.

Goal 16. par. 4. Reduce accidents and fatalities

on the roads by improving road infrastructure and
creating safe driving conditions, including full digi-
talization of the traffic control system and ensuring
extensive public participation in this area.

Goal 60. Improve the system of high-tech medi-
cal care for women of reproductive age, pregnant
women and children.

Goal 60. Improve the system of high-tech medi-
cal care for women of reproductive age, pregnant
women and children.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 3. Ensure healthy
lifestyles and promote
well-being for people
of all ages

Goal 4. Ensure inclu-
sive and equitable
quality education

and promote lifelong
learning opportunities
for all.

Target 3.c. Gradually increase financing of
health care, train the personnel and improve
the quality of medical services, and ensure
decent wages.

Target 3.d. Ensure implementation of the
International Health Regulations (the hasic
WHO document, the actual edition of the
regulations was adopted at the 58th session
of the World Health Assembly on May 25,
2005] and preparedness to respand to puhlic
health emergencies.

Target 4.1. Raise the primary and secondary
education to a new quality level by 2030,
ensuring the achievement of relevant and
effective learning outcomes while maintain-
ing universal coverage.

Target 4.2. Ensure that all boys and girls
have full access to quality early childhood
development, care, and education systems
by 2030 so they are ready for primary edu-
cation.

Target 4.3. Ensure equal access for all
women and men to affordable and quality
secondary vocational, higher, professional,
and additional education by 2030.

Target 4.4. Significantly increase the num-
ber of young people and adults who have
high-demand labor market skills, including
vocational and technical skills, for employ-
ment, decent work, and entrepreneurship by
2030.

Target 4.5. Ensure equal access to all lev-
els of education and vocational training for
people with disahilities, as well as a safe
and effective learning environment for all by
improving the educational facilities, taking
into account the interests of children with
disahilities.

Target 4.7. Ensure that all learners and stu-
dents acquire the necessary knowledge and
skills to promote sustainable development
by 2030.

Target 4.a. Upgrade education facilities to
provide safe and effective learning environ-
ments for all

Target 4. b. Take measures to increase the
amount of credits and grants, including
international credits and grants for education
in higher education institutions, by 2030.

Goal 56. Improve the quality of medical services
provided to the population, effectively use the
budget funds, centralize medical services and
introduce the practices of health insurance for the
population.

Goal 65. Gradually increase the manthly salaries of
doctors to the equivalent of USD 1,000.

Goal 38. Increase preschool coverage from the
current 67% to at least 80%.

Goal 39. Elevate the quality of education in pre-
school education system to a new level.

Goal 37. Create vocational training opportunities for
every citizen at the expense of the state. Increase
the scope of vocational training twofaold, train 1
million unemployed citizens in professions and
increase the participation of non-state educational
institutions in this process to 30%.

Goal 37. Create vocational training opportunities for
every citizen at the expense of the state. Increase
the scope of vocational training twofold, train 1
million unemployed citizens in professions and
increase the participation of non-state educational
institutions in this process to 30%.

Goal 66. Form an effective system of support for
people with disabilities, and impraove their quality
and standard of living.

Goal 70. Improve state youth palicy.
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National Goals National Targets

Target 4.c. Substantially increase the num-
ber of qualified teachers by 2030, including
through international cooperation on teacher
training, retraining, and advanced training.

Goal 5. Ensure gender
equality and empower
all women.

Target 5.1. Eliminate all forms of discrimina-
tion against all women everywhere.

Target 5.2. Eliminate all forms of violence
against women, including human trafficking,
sexual and other forms of exploitation.

Target 5.3. Eliminate early and forced mar-
riages.

Target 5.4. Recognize and value unpaid care
and domestic work through the provision of
utilities, infrastructure, and social safety sys-
tems, encouraging the shared responsihility
principle of household management within
the family, taking into account national cir-
cumstances.

Target 5.5. Ensure equal opportunities for
women to participate fully in all phases of
political, economic and sacial life and leader-
ship in decision-making.

Target 5.6. Ensure universal coverage of
health care services for comprehensive
reproductive health care.

Target 5.a. Expand women support programs
to realize their rights and interests in the
social and economic spheres.

Target 5.b. Double the active use of
high-performance technologies, in particular
information and communications technol-
ogy, to promote women's empowerment.

Target 5.c. Fully integrate the gender equal-
ity principles into the process of adopting
state programs at different government
levels.

Goal 6. Ensure acces-
sibility and rational use
of water resources and
sanitation for all.

Target 6.1. Ensure universal and equal
access to clean drinking water for all by
2030.

Target 6.2. Ensure universal and equal
access to appropriate sanitation facilities by
2030, paying special attention to the socially
vulnerable population needs.

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-
egy for 2022-2026

Goal 44. Improve the quality of education in
schools while raising the knowledge and qualifica-
tions of teachers to an international level.

Goal 69. Support women and increase further their
active participation in society.

Goal 69. Support women and increase further their
active participation in society.

Goal 69. Support women and increase further their
active participation in society.

Goal 60. Improve the system of high-tech medi-
cal care for women of reproductive age, pregnant
women and children.

Goal 69. Support women and increase further their
active participation in society.

Goal 69. par. 3. Continue the gender equality pol-
icy, increase women's socio-palitical activity, and
continue the implementation of reforms to support
them.

Goal 69. Support women and girls and ensure their
active participation in society.

Goal 60. Support women and girls and ensure their
active participation in society.

Goal 69. par. 3 Continue the gender equality pal-
icy, increase women's socio-palitical activity, and
continue the implementation of reforms to support
them.

Goal 31. Implement a state program to fundamen-
tally reform the water management and water con-
servation system.

Goal 34. Develop the engineering, communica-
tions, and social infrastructure of the regions, as
well as services and facilities.
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National Goals

Goal 6. Ensure acces-

sibility and rational use
of water resources and

sanitation for all.

Goal 7. Ensure univer-
sal use of affordable,
reliable, sustainahle
and maodern energy
forall.

Goal 8. Promote sus-
tainable and inclusive
economic growth by
increasing produc-
tive employment and
ensuring decent work
for men and women.

National Targets

Target 6.3. Significantly reduce any pollu-
tion of the aguatic enviranment caused hy
all activities, including those on land, and
increase the safe reuse of wastewater by
2030.

Target 6.4. Substantially increase water-use
efficiency in all sectors of the economy by
2030.

Target 6.5. Ensure integrated water
resources management at all levels by 2030,
including transhoundary cooperation as
appropriate.

Target 6.6. Ensure the protection and resto-
ration of water-related ecosystems by 2030,
including mountains, forests, wetlands, riv-
ers, aquifers, and lakes.

Target 6.b. Support and strengthen the
participation of self-government bodies of
citizens in improving water management and
sanitation.

Target 7.1. Ensure universal access to
affordable, reliable, and madern energy
sources hy 2030.

Target 7.2. Significantly increase the share
of renewable energy in the global energy bal-
ance hy 2030.

Target 7.3. Double the energy efficiency goal
by 2030.

Target 7.b. Expand the infrastructure and
madernize technologies to provide modern
and sustainable energy supply by 2030.

Target 8.1. Ensure a 2.6-fold increase in GDP
per capita by 2030.

Target 8.2. Achieve productivity growth in the
economy through diversification, technical
modernization, and innovatian, focusing on
high value-added and labor-intensive indus-
tries.

Target 8.3. Provide decent jobs for the pop-
ulation, especially youth and peaple with dis-
abilities, and expand effective employment
by implementing proactive measures at the
labor market, protecting private property,
supporting small and large businesses and
private and family entrepreneurship, and
remaoving barriers to rapid development.

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-
egy for 2022-2026

Goal 31. Implement a state program to funda-
mentally reform the water management and water
conservation system.

Goal 31. Implement a state program to funda-
mentally reform the water management and water
conservation system.

Goal 31. Implement a state program to funda-
mentally reform the water management and water
conservation system.

Goal 31: Implement a state program to fundamen-
tally reform the water management and water con-
servation system.

Goal 24. Provide uninterrupted supply of electricity
to the economy, actively implement "green econ-
omy" technologies in all spheres, increase energy
efficiency of the economy hy 20%.

Goal 24. Provide uninterrupted supply of electricity
to the economy, actively implement "green econ-
omy" technologies in all spheres, increase energy
efficiency of the economy by 20%.

Goal 24. Provide uninterrupted supply of electricity
to the economy, actively implement "green econ-
omy" technologies in all spheres, increase energy
efficiency of the economy by 20%.

Goal 24. Provide uninterrupted supply of electricity
to the economy, actively implement "green econ-
omy" technologies in all spheres, increase energy
efficiency of the economy by 20%.

Goal 21. Increase gross domestic product per cap-
ita in the next five years by 1.6 times by ensuring
stable high growth rates in the sectors of the econ-
omy, bringing its size to USD 4,000 per capita by
2030 and creating the prerequisites for joining the
category of " upper middle income states".

Goal 29. Create conditions conducive to entrepre-
neurial activity and the formation of sustainable
sources of income for the population, bring the
share of the private sector in GDP to 80% and in
exports - to 60%.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

Goal 8. Promote sus-
tainable and inclusive
economic growth by
increasing produc-
tive employment and
ensuring decent work
for men and waomen.

Target 8.4. Throughout the period until

the end of 2030, gradually increase global
resource efficiency in consumption and pro-
duction systems and ensure that economic
growth is not accompanied by environmental
deterioration, as stipulated in the 10-year
strategy for the transition to sustainahle
consumption and production.

Target 8.5. Ensure stable and effective
employment of all women and men, including
youth and peaople with disahilities, and equal
pay for decent wark by 2030, including by
increasing the number of employed people
by a factor of 1.4 and labor productivity

by a factor of 3.1, and ensure equal pay for
work of equal value.

Target 8.6. Reduce the share of youth not
waorking, studying, or acquiring job skills by
half by 2030.

Target 8.7. Strengthen contral and moni-
toring to prevent child labor and the worst
forms of forced labor.

Target 8.8. Protect the labor rights of
employees and ensure safe working condi-
tions for them.

Target 8.9. Create new jobs by 2030 and
ensure the sustainable tourism development,
which contributes to the demand for local
products.

Target 8.10. Promote and expand basic
financial institution services, in particular
banking, insurance, and payment services, as
well as remote access, by citizens and busi-
ness entities.

Target 8.b. Develop and implement a global
youth employment strategy until 2030 and
implement the International Labor Organiza-
tion's Global Jobs Pact (adopted at the Inter-
national Labor Conference on July 19, 2009).

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 1. par. 7. Organize effective activities of the
institute of assistant to the khokim of the district
(city) on the development of entrepreneurship,
employment and poverty reduction.

Goal 35. par. 5. Increase the tourist services by at
least ten times in the next five years by transform-
ing Samarkand into a "Gateway to Tourism". Provide
employment for 40,000 people in tourism. Create a
Samarkand tourist center in 2022, which includes a
historical complex "Eternal City" with the necessary
infrastructure.

Goal 37. Create vocational training opportunities for
every citizen at the expense of the state. Increase
the scope of vocational training twofold, train 1
million unemployed citizens in professions and
increase the participation of non-state educational
institutions in this process to 30%.

Goal 70. par. 6. Create conditions for youth work
and employment.

Goal 70. Improve state youth palicy.

Goal 29. Create conditions conducive to entrepre-
neurial activity and the formation of sustainahle
sources of income for the population, bring the
share of the private sector in GDP to 80% and in
exports - to 60%.

Goal 70. Improve state youth paolicy.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 9. Build sustain-
able infrastructure,
promote inclusive and
sustainable industriali-
zation and innovation.

Goal 10. Reduce ine-
quality in all its forms
within the country.

Target 9.1. Develop quality, reliable, stable
and sustainable infrastructure, including
regional and transboundary infrastructure, to
support economic development and human
well-being, while ensuring affordahle and
equal use for all.

Target 9.2. Bring the share of industrial
production in the GDP up to 40% by 2030 hy
madernizing existing enterprises and cre-
ating new ones through outstripping devel-
opment of processing industries, extensive
use of resource-saving and eco-friendly
technologies.

Target 9.3. Expand the access of small
industries and small businesses to finan-
cial services, including low-cost credit, and
increase the added value and market inte-
gration at the production-sales stages.

Target 9.4. Upgrade infrastructure and ret-
rofit industrial enterprises by 2030 to make
them sustainahle through the resource use
and widespread use of clean and eco-friendly
technologies and manufacturing processes
that engage all interested countries accord-
ing to their individual capabhilities.

Target 9.5. Intensify scientific research,
aimed at enhancing the technological poten-
tial of economic sectors, including through
the creation of favorable conditions for inno-
vation activities and doubling the number of
people employed in research and design by
2030.

Target 9.b. Support local technology devel-
opment, research and innovation, including
through the creation of a policy environment
conducive to industrial diversification and
the doubling of commodity sectors by 2030.

Target 9.c. Significantly expand access to
information and communication technolo-
gies and ensure universal and affordable use
of the Internet.

Target 10.1. Support income growth and
achieve above-average income growth for
the poorest 40% by 2030.

Target 10.2. Promote and encourage the
active participation of all people in social,
ecanamic, and palitical life through legisla-
tion, irrespective of age, gender, disahility,
nationality, religion, or social status.

Target 10.3. Ensure the full and uncondi-
tional implementation of anti-discrimination
norms and rules of the legislation in practice,
especially with respect to sacially vulnerable
segments of the population.

VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW OF THE THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 2023 m

Goal 34. Develop the engineering, communica-
tions, and saocial infrastructure of the regions, as
well as services and facilities.

Goal 51. Widely introduce innavations into the
economy, develop cooperation between industrial
enterprises and scientific institutions.

Goal 51. Widely introduce innavations into the
economy, develop cooperation between industrial
enterprises and scientific institutions.

Goal 51. Widely introduce innovations into the
economy, develop cooperation between industrial
enterprises and scientific institutions.



National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 10. Reduce ine-
quality in all its forms
within the country.

Goal 11. Make cities
and human settle-
ments inclusive, safe
and environmentally
sustainable.

Goal 12. Ensure the
transition to sustain-
able consumption and
production patterns.

Target 10.4. Adopt appropriate policies,
especially fiscal, wage and social protection
ones, to progressively achieve greater equal-

ity.

Target 10.7. Facilitate orderly, safe, regu-
lated labor migration and effective migration

policy.

Target 11.1. Ensure access to housing and
utilities for all by 2030.

Target 11.2. Increase road safety by 2030, in
particular to ensure access to safe, afforda-
ble, comfartahle, and environmentally sus-
tainable transportation for everyone through
increased access to public transportation,
with a focus on the needs of socially vulnera-
ble populations.

Target 11.3. Expand the inclusive and envi-
ronmentally sustainable urbanization and
integrated and sustainable human settle-
ments planning and management by 2030.

Target 11.4. Intensify actions to protect and
conserve cultural and natural heritage sites.

Target 11.5. Significantly reduce the number
of dead and injured in disasters, especially
women and children, and significantly reduce
the direct economic losses caused by natural
disasters by 2030, with a special focus on
protecting socially vulnerable segments of
the population.

Target 11.6. Reduce the negative impact of
urban ecology on the population by 2030,
paying special attention to air quality and
urban and other waste management.

Target 11.7. Expand the area of green zones,
parks, and playgrounds in cities and residen-
tial areas by 2030, creating the necessary

conditions for people with disabilities to rest.

Target 12.1. Implement a ten-year action
strategy for transitioning to sustainable con-
sumption and production patterns.

Target 12.4. Reduce emissions to air,

water and soil by half by 2030 to ensure

the environmentally sound management of
chemicals and all waste throughout their life
cycles and to minimize their adverse effects
on people and the environment in line with
internationally agreed principles.

Target 12.5. Reduce waste by half by 2030
by taking measures to prevent their forma-
tion, recycle and reuse.

Goal 86. Ensure safe, orderly and legal labor migra-
tion and conduct effective migration policy.

Goal 34. Develop the engineering, communications,
and sacial infrastructure of the regions, as well as
services and facilities.

Goal 36. Develop a unified transport system in con-
junction with all types of transport, create condi-
tions for the daily trips on regular transport routes
between major cities.

Goal 76. Develop further culture and art and
improve the material and technical base of cultural
institutions and facilities.

Goal 80. Protect the ecology and the environment,
improve the ecological condition of cities and dis-
tricts, and implement the nationwide Green Edge
project.

Goal 80. Protect the ecology and the environment,
improve the ecological condition of cities and dis-
tricts, and implement the nationwide Green Edge
project.

Goal 79. Prevent existing environmental problems
harming the health and gene pool of the popula-
tion.

Goal 80. par. 3. Increase household waste collec-
tion to 100% and recycling rates from the current
21% to 50% in 2026.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 12. Ensure the
transition to sustain-
able consumption and
production patterns.

Goal 13. Take urgent
action to combat cli-
mate change and its
impacts.

Goal 15. Protect and
restore terrestrial
ecosystems, promote
their sustainable use,
sustainably manage
forests, combat deser-
tification, halt and
reverse land degrada-
tion, halt biodiversity
loss.

Target 12.6. Recommend that enterprises,
especially large ones, adopt sustainahle pro-
duction methods and report information on
the efficient use of resources.

Target 12.7. Expand the application of envi-
ronmental standards in public procurement.

Target 12.8. Provide the population with
relevant information on sustainable develop-
ment and lifestyles in harmaony with nature
until 2030.

Target 12.b. Organize jobs, develop and
implement tools to maonitor the impact on
the sustainable development of sustainable
tourism supporting job creation, local cul-
ture, and production of local products.

Target 12.c. Optimize the allocation of
subsidies for fossil fuel use resulting in its
wasteful consumption by addressing market
imbalances, including by reforming the tax
system, considering national conditions, and
phasing out harmful subsidies where they
exist to take into account their environmen-
tal impacts, while protecting the interests of
the needy and socially vulnerable segments
of the population.

Target 13.2. Integrate climate change mit-
igation into policy, strategy, and planning at
the national level.

Target 13.3. Improve public, institutional,
organizational, and enterprise awareness

of climate change mitigation, adaptation,
and early warning of the risk of dangerous
climate phenomena, and improve dissemina-
tion of information and opportunities.

Target 15.1. Ensure the conservation, res-
toration and sustainable use of terrestrial
and inland freshwater ecosystems, including
forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands,
in line with obligations under international
agreements.

Target 15.2 Promote the sustainable use
of all types of forests, halt deforestation,
restore degraded forests and substantially
increase afforestation and reforestation.

Target 15.3. Combat desertification, restore
degraded lands and sails, including those
affected by desertification, drought and
floods, and achieve a land degradation neu-
tral balance by 2030.
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Goal 79. Prevent existing environmental problems
harming the health and gene pool of the popula-
tion.

Goal 35. Attract more than 12 million local tourists
and increase the number of foreign tourists visit-
ing the republic to 9 million as part of the "Travel
Across Uzbekistan" program.

Goal 80. Protect the ecology and the environment,
improve the ecological condition of cities and dis-
tricts, and implement the nationwide Green Edge
project.

Goal 79. Prevent existing environmental problems
harming the health and gene poaol of the popula-
tion.

Goal 80. Protect the ecology and the environment,
improve the ecological condition of cities and dis-
tricts, and implement the nationwide Green Edge
project.

Goal 81. Expand forest areas.

Goal 80. Protect the ecology and the environment,
improve the ecological condition of cities and dis-
tricts, and implement the nationwide Green Edge
project.



National Goals National Targets Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 15. Protect and Target 15.4. Ensure the conservation of
restore terrestrial mountain ecosystems, including their hiodi-
ecosystems, promote versity, by 2030 to enhance their potential to
their sustainable use, provide benefits that are essential for sus-
sustainably manage tainable development.

forests, combat deser- o

tification, halt and Target 15.5. Take significant measures

to limit the degradation of natural animal
hahitats, reduce the number of endangered
hiological species.

reverse land degrada-
tion, halt biodiversity
loss.

Target 15.7. Take urgent action to end
poaching and smuggling of protected spe-
cies of flora and fauna, and address both the
supply and demand of illegal wildlife prod-
ucts.

Target 15.8. Take measures to prevent the
invasive alien species from being introduced
and significantly reduce their impact on ter-
restrial and aguatic ecosystems, as well as to
prevent the reduction or extinction of priority
species.

Target 15.9. Integrate ecosystem and bio-
diversity values into national strategies and
programs far the development of industries
and sectors of the economy.

Target 15.a. Mohilize and significantly
increase all sources of financial resources
to conserve and sustainahly use biodiversity
and ecosystems.

Goal 16. Promote Target 16.1. Reduce the prevalence of all
peaceful and inclusive  violence forms and related death rates.
sacieties to achieve

SDGs, provide access Target 16.2. Eliminate all violence forms Goal 69. par. 2. Create an atmosphere of intoler-

tUjus'tice for all against children and women. ance to harassment and abuse of women in soci-
and build effec{ive ety, and ensure the rights and legitimate interests
accountable and inclu- of women.

sive institutions at all Target 16.3. Promote the rule of law and Goal 14. Ensure the rule of law and constitutional

levels. ensure equal access to justice for all. legality, and define the honor and dignity of the

individual as the main criterion of the process.

Target 16.4. Significantly reduce illicit
maney and arms flows by 2030, intensify
efforts to trace and return stolen assets, and
combat all forms of organized crime.

Target 16.5. Significantly reduce corruption, Goal 82. Develop effective mechanisms to counter
extremism, and bribery in all their forms. extremism and terrorism.

Target 16.6. Increase the efficiency,
accountability and transparency of govern-
ment agencies at all government levels.
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National Goals

National Targets

Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-

egy for 2022-2026

Goal 17. Strengthen
the means of imple-
mentation and revi-
talization of the Global
Partnership for Sus-
tainable Development.

Target 16.7. Increase the participation of
citizens, business entities, and civil society
organizations in the preparation and deci-
sion-making process at all stages of govern-
ment.

Target 16.9. Ensure legal equality for all,
including hirth registration, by 2030.

Target 16.10. Enhance the information
openness of state authorities and adminis-
tration and ensure the protection of the fun-
damental freedoms of citizens to realize the
citizens' right to information.

Target 16.a. Strengthen relevant national
institutions by enhancing national and inter-
national cooperation to prevent violence,
combat terrorism, extremism and other
forms of crime.

Target 17.1. Strengthen the mobhilization of
internal and external resources to ensure the
necessary level of socio-economic programs.

Target 17.3. Attract additional external
financial resources to implement socio-eco-
nomic development programs.

Target 17.4. Maintain the level of public debt
at a level ensuring the stability of the coun-
try's financial and economic state.

Target 17.6. Encourage the mutual knowl-
edge exchange to expand international
cooperation in science, technology, and inno-
vation and to strengthen structural reforms.

Target 17.8. Ensure the full implementation
of the technology bank and the mechanism
for the development of science, technol-
ogy, and innovation and expand the use of
high-performance technologies, in particular
information and communication technolo-
gies, by 2030.

Goal 11. Improve the mechanisms for communica-
tion with the public.

Goal 12. Improve the organizational and legal
framewaork for effective public oversight.

Goal 89. Strengthen further the rights of citizens to
freely receive and disseminate information.

Goal 89. Strengthen further the rights of citizens to
freely receive and disseminate information.

Goal 82. Develop effective mechanisms to counter
extremism and terrorism.

Goal 26. Further improve and enhance the attrac-
tiveness of the country's investment climate, take
measures to attract USD 120 billion, including USD
70 hillion of foreign investment, in the next five
years.

Goal 96. Strengthen the activities of Uzbekistan in
the United Nations bodies and institutions, global
and regional economic, financial, and humanitarian
arganizations.

Goal 97. Join the World Trade Organization and
deepen integration processes with the Eurasian
Economic Union.

Goal 26. par. 7. Hold the annual "Tashkent Interna-
tional Investment Forum"” in the city of Tashkent.

Goal 51. Widely introduce innavations into the
economy, develop cooperation between industrial
enterprises and scientific institutions.

Goal 89: Strengthen further the rights of citizens to
freely receive and disseminate information.
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National Goals National Targets Goals of the New Uzbekistan Development Strat-
egy for 2022-2026

Goal 17. Strengthen Target 17.13. Enhance global macroeco- Goal 96. Strengthen the activities of Uzhekistan in

the means of imple- nomic stahility, including by ensuring palicy the United Nations bodies and institutions, global

mentation and revi- coordination and coherence and regional economic, financial, and humanitarian

talization of the Global arganizations.

Partnership for Sus-

tainable Development. Goal 97. Join the World Trade Organization and

deepen integration processes with the Eurasian
Economic Union.

Target 17.14. Form long-term mechanisms
to integrate the sustainahle development
principles into the decisions made, strategies
and programs developed and implemented.

Target 17.17. Facilitate an effective partner-
ship between the state and the private sector
and civil society organizations to implement
socio-economic development programs.

Target 17.18. Significantly expand access

to high-quality, relevant and reliable data,
disaggregated by income, gender, age, race,
ethnicity, citizenship, social status, geogra-
phy and other characteristics relevant to the
national context, by 2025.

Target 17.19. Based on current initiatives,
develop other indicators to measure sus-
tainable development progress in addition to
GDP by 2030 and build statistical capacity.
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Annex 2

List of official documents (Strategies, Concepts,
Targeted Programs) implemented in Uzbekistan for
sustainable development.

National Goals Strategies, concepts, targeted development programs

Goall 1. The Strategy of Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Decree of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Uzbekistan
of July 25, 2022)

2. Implementation of the procedure for defining the poverty criterion through minimum consumer
expenditures (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of August 27, 2021])

3. On additional measures to involve poor and unemployed citizens in the entrepreneurial activity by
increasing their labor activity and preventive training, as well as ensuring employment (Resolutions of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 11.18.2022)

4. Financial assistance to low-income families, as well as the expansion of poverty reduction measures
(Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 11.08.2021)

5. Development of entrepreneurship in mahallas, providing employment and reducing poverty (Decree of
the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 03.12.2021)

Goal 2 1. Agriculture Development Strategy of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2020-2030 (Decree of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 23.10.2018]

2. On additional measures to ensure healthy nutrition of the population [Resolutions of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan of 10.11.2022]

3. On measures to expand and deepen cooperation of the Republic of Uzbekistan with the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization, the UN International Fund for Agricultural Development and the UN World Food
Program (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 15.12.2020])

4, On approval of the Water Resources Management and Irrigation Sector Development Strategy in the
Repuhlic of Uzbekistan for 2021-2023 [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
24.02.2021)

5. On approval of the National Program to stop the use of ozone-depleting substances [Resolution of the
Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 09.03.2021])

6. On measures to create modern greenhouse facilities in the regions through public-private partnership
(Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbhekistan of 07.06.2021)

7. 0n additional measures to reduce agricultural and food product losses [Resolution of the Cabinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 17.09.2021)

8. On additional measures to guarantee the provision of basic food products to the population and
maintain price stability in the domestic market (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 07.10.2021)

9. 0n measures to provide state support to the horticulture sector and to further develop the cluster
system and cooperation in the sector [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
15.12.2021)

10. On measures to further improve the system of reform research, strategic planning and management
in the food and agriculture (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.12.2021)

Goal 3 1. On additional measures to develop traditional medicine in the Republic of Uzbekistan (Resolution of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 10.04.2020)

2. On the consistent continuation of the reforms implemented in the health care system and the creation
of the necessary conditions to build the capacity of medical personnel (Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan of 05.05.2021)
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National Goals Strategies, concepts, targeted development programs

Goal 3 3. 0n measures to promote a healthy lifestyle and further develop mass sports [Decree of the President
of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 30.10.2020])

4. 0n measures to introduce a new maodel of health care system organization and mechanisms of
state health insurance in Syrdarya region (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
12.11.2020)

5. 0n measures to further improve the system of puhlic administration of health care [Resolution of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 02.10.2020]

6. On creation of additional conditions for providing emergency medical services by non-state medical
organizations [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 30.05.2020]

7. 0n measures to further stimulate employees of sanitary-epidemiological service during the coronavi-
rus pandemic (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 24.04.2020])

8. On additional measures to develop traditional medicine in the Republic of Uzbekistan [Resolution of
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 10.04.2020]

9. On measures to introduce a brand new system of training and continuous professional development of
personnel in the health sector [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 07.04.2020]

10. On additional measures to meet the needs of the population in medicines, medical devices, med-
ical equipment, and essential goods [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
27.03.2020)

11. On improving the quality of medical care provided to women of reproductive age, pregnant women
and children and further expanding its coverage (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan of 08.11.2019]

12. On measures to further develop the system of medical and pharmaceutical education and science
(Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 06.05.2019)

13. On approval of the national program aimed at improving endocrinological care for the population of
the republic for 2018-2021 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 19.04.2019)

14. On measures to develop public-private partnerships in health care (Resolution of the President of the
Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 16.04.2019)

Goald 1. On Education (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 23.09.2020]

2. On approval of the concept of preschool education system development in the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan
until 2030 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 08.05.2019])

3. On approval of the concept of public education system development in the Repuhblic of Uzbekistan until
2030 (Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 29.04.2019]

4, On approval of the concept of higher education system development in the Republic of Uzbekistan until
2030 (Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 08.10.2019]

5. On approval of regulatary legal acts on education of children with special educational needs [Resolu-
tion of the Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 12.10.2021)

6. On measures to further improve the education and upbringing system for children with special educa-
tional needs (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 13.10.2020])

7.0n measures to create a center for vocational training of students under the Ministry of National Edu-
cation (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 19.07.2022]

8. On measures to arganize pilot pre-school educational clusters to improve the skills of managers and
teachers of pre-school educational organizations in Namangan and Fergana provinces (Resolution of the
Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 19.05.2022]

9. On additional measures to develop public education (Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbek-
istan of 11.05.2022)
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Goald 10. On additional measures to develop public-private partnerships in pre-school education [Resolution of
the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 12.04.2021)

11. On approval of the regulations on the organization of the system of continuous professional training
of public education employees (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
17.01.2022)

12. On improving the system of subject Olympiads conducted among gifted schoolchildren and introduc-
ing a system to determine the hest school for teaching foreign languages (Resolution of the Cahinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 09.09.2021)

13. On measures to support non-governmental educational organizations to organize foreign language
teaching activities in rural areas (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
20.09.2022)

Goal 5 1. On measures to further improve the system to support and ensure the active participation of wamen in
saciety (Resaolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 05.03.2021)

Goal 6 1. On drinking water supply and wastewater disposal (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.07.2022)

2. On approval of the Water Sector Development Concept of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2020-2030
(Decree of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 10.07.2020)

3. On approval of the Water Resources Management and Irrigation Sector Development Strategy in the
Republic of Uzbekistan for 2021-2023 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
24.02.2021)

4. 0n measures to improve water resources management and regulate water user relations at the grass-
roots level (Resolution of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 01.03.2022]

5. 0n measures to further improve the introduction of water-saving technologies in agriculture (Resolu-
tion of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 01.03.2022]

6. On measures to further improve the state management and contral system in the water resources use,
as well as to ensure the safety of water management facilities (Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 06.04.2021)

7. 0n measures to further improve the drinking water supply and sanitation system, as well as to increase
the efficiency of investment projects in this area [Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
of 25.09.2020)

8. On measures to improve the water resources management of the Republic of Uzbekistan to increase
the level of drinking water supply and imprave its quality [Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 26.11.2019]

9. On measures to expand public-private partnerships in the sustainable use of water resources and
agricultural facilities [Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 10.04.2021)

10. On additional measures to introduce modern water-saving technologies in agriculture (Resolution of
the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 14.07.2021)

11. On additional measures to cover part of the agricultural producers' costs for the introduction of
water-saving technaologies and the use of alternative energy [Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 07.06.2022)

12. On additional measures to protect and regulate the sustainable use of underground water resources
(Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 07.12.2022)

Goal 7 1. On measures for the stahle provision of the economy and population with energy resources, financial
recovery and improvement of the oil and gas industry management system [Resolution of the President
of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 09.07.2019)

2. On the strategy for the further development and reform of the electric power industry of the Republic
of Uzbekistan [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 27.03.2019]
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Goal 7 3. On approval of the Regulations for connecting to the unified electric power system of business entities
generating electricity, including from renewable energy sources [Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.07.2019)

4. 0n the program of measures to further develop renewable energy, improve energy efficiency in the
ecaonomy and social sphere for 2017-2021 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
26.05.2017)

5. On additional measures to implement investment projects in the renewable energy sources [(Resolu-
tion of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 28.04.2018])

6. On measures to develop renewahle energy sources and attract private investment to estahblish photo-
voltaic power plants (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 08.08.2018]

7. 0n additional measures to implement the investment project for the solar panel production in Khorezm
province (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 12.04.2019])

8. On the use of renewable energy sources (Law of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 21.05.2019]

9. On further measures to ensure the effective use of hydropower potential of the republic by implement-
ing promising projects for the micro hydro power plants construction (Resolution of the Cabinet of Minis-
ters of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 12.08.2019]

10. On accelerated measures to improve the energy efficiency of the economic sectors and the social
sphere, to introduce energy-saving technologies and develop renewable energy sources (Resolution of
the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 22.08.2019)

11. On approval of the Strategy on the transition of the Republic of Uzbekistan to a green economy for
2019-2030 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 14.10.2019)

12. On measures to implement the investment project on the construction of a 100 MW photovaltaic
power plant in Navoi province [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 14.04.2020)

13. On measures to implement the investment project on the construction of a 100 MW photoval-
taic power plant in Samarkand province (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
13.05.2020]

14. On measures to maintain state records of renewable energy installations and the energy generated
by them (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 23.07.2020)

15. On measures to implement the investment project on the construction of a 500 MW wind power plant
in Navoi province (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.12.2020])

16. On measures to implement the investment project on the construction of a 300-500 MW wind power
plant in the Peshkun district of Bukhara province [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan of 23.02.2021)

17. On measures for the stahle provision of the population and economic sectors with natural and lique-
fied gas (Resolution of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 25.10.2021)

18. On measures to implement the investment project on the construction of a 500 MW wind power plant
in Gijduvan district of Bukhara province [Resolution of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of
23.02.2021)

19. On measures to develop renewahle and hydrogen energy in the Republic of Uzbekistan [Resolution of
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 9.04.2021)

20. On additional measures to further develop the hydropower industry (Resolution of the President of
the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 10.12.2021)

21. On measures to organize the construction of a 456.6 MW photaovaoltaic power plant in Sherabad dis-
trict of Surkhandarya province (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 14.01.2022)

22. On measures to organize the construction of a 220 MW photovoltaic power plant in Gallyaaral district
of Jizzakh province (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 14.01.2022)
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Goal 7 23. On measures to organize the construction of a 220 MW photovoltaic power plant in Kattakurgan dis-
trict of Samarkand province (Resolution of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 14.01.2022)

24. On measures to implement the investment project on the construction of a 200 MW photovoltaic
power plant in Nurata district of Navoi province (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan
of 14.01.2022]

25. On measures to implement the project “Construction and operation of a 100 MW wind power plant in
the Karauzyak district of the Repubhlic of Karakalpakstan based on public-private partnership conditions”
(Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 18.03.2022]

26. On measures to organize the activities of the National Scientific Research Institute of Renewahle
Energy Sources under the Ministry of Energy [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
24.03.2022)

27. 0n amendments and additions to some acts of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan for the
allocation of necessary land for RES development (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan of 08.07.2022)

28. On additional measures to introduce energy-saving technologies and develop small-scale renewable
energy sources (Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 09.09.2022)

29. On acceleration of production of devices from renewahle energy sources (Resolution of the Cabinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 21.09.2022)

30. On measures to implement investment projects “Construction of HPP Cascade on the Big Andijan
Canal in Namangan province” and “Construction of Zarchob-3 HPP aon the Topalang River in Surkhandarya
province” [Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 28.09.2022)

31. On approval of the regulation on the purchase by the population of renewable energy installations
produced by domestic manufacturers, with reimbursement of part of their purchase cost or payment by
installments (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 05.10.2022]

32. On measures to improve the effectiveness of reforms aimed at the transition of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to a green ecanamy until 2030 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of
02.12.2022)

33. On approval of the administrative regulations for the provision of public services to connect legal
entities and individuals to the electricity grid (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
03.02.2022)

Goal 8 1. On the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy for 2022-2026 (Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan of 28.01.2022)

2. The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Employment” (20.10.2020]

3. On ratification of the International Labor Organization Convention No. 144 on tripartite consulta-
tions to facilitate the application of international labor standards (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
04.03.2019)

4. On ratification of the Protocol to the International Labor Organization Convention No. 29 of 1930 on
forced labor (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 25.06.2019)

5. On Ratification of International Labor Organization Convention No. 129 on labour inspection in agricul-
ture (Law of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 27.08.2019)

6. On ratification of International Labor Organization Convention No. 81 on labor inspection in industry
and commerce (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 27.08.2019)

7.0n amendments and additions to the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On private employment agen-
cies” (Law of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 13.08.2020)

8. On amendments and additions to the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On labor protection” [Law of
the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 22.09.2016)
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Goal 9 1. On measures to create favorable conditions for the further development of the jewelry industry (Reso-
lution of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 22.02.2021)

2. On additional measures to further develop the electrical industry and increase the competitiveness of
domestic products (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 02.03.2021)

3. On additional measures to accelerate the development of the pharmaceutical industry of the repuhlic
in 2022 - 2026 [Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 21.01.2022)

4. 0n the New Uzhekistan Development Strategy for 2022-2026 (Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan of 28.01.2022]

5. On additional measures to support the production of finished products in the leather and footwear and
fur industries [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 26.02.2022)

6. On measures to increase uranium mining and processing and transform the state enterprise "
Navoiyuran" in 2022 - 2030 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 14.07.2022)

7.0n measures to improve the effectiveness of reforms aimed at the transition of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to a green ecanomy until 2030 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
02.12.2022)

8. On measures to deepen the reform of the road sector system of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Decree of
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 09.12.2019)

9. On measures to develop the social and industrial infrastructure of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2020-
2022 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 10.01.2020)

10. On measures to implement the openness standards in the field of roads and strengthen puhlic con-
trol in this area [Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 02.02.2022]

11. On Transport (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 09.08.2021]

12. On measures to improve the financing system and increase the efficiency of scientific organizations
of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzhekistan (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 08.06.2020)

13. On transfer of state scientific organizations to basic funding from the state budget of the Republic of
Uzbekistan [Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 26.05.2021)

14. On approval of the concept of science development until 2030 (Decree of the President of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan of 29.10.2020]

15. On measures to create an effective system for the production development and industrial coopera-
tion expansion in the republic [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 24.01.2022]

Goal 10

Goal1l 1. On measures to improve the effectiveness of reforms aimed at the transition of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to a green economy until 2030 [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
02.12.2022)

2. 0n measures to radically improve urbanization processes (Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 10.01.2019]

3. On the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy for 2022-2026 (Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan of 28.01.2022]
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Goal 12 1. On the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy for 2022-2026 [Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan of 28.01.2022)

2. On additional measures to accelerate the development of the automotive industry of the Republic of
Uzbekistan (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 18.07.2019)

3. On additional measures to accelerate the development of the automative industry of the Repuhlic of
Uzbekistan [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 18.07.2019)

4. On measures to further ensure food security of the country [Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 16.01.2018]

5. 0n measures to streamline the activities for the use and cultivation of the cannabhis for industrial pur-
poses not related to the production or manufacturing of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances
(Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers No. 770 of 07.12.2020)

6. On measures to widely introduce market principles in the production, procurement and sale of grain
(Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 06.03.2020)

Goal13

Goal 15 1. On environmental audit (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 15.03.2021)

2. On approval of the Strategy for the biodiversity conservation in the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan for the
period 2019-2028 (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 11.06.2019])

3. On approval of the Concept of Environmental Protection of the Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030
(Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzhekistan of 30.10.2019]

4, On approval of the Strategy on the transition of the Republic of Uzbekistan to a green economy for
2019-2030 (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 04.10.2019)

5. 0n measures to improve the effectiveness of combating desertification and drought in the Republic of
Uzbekistan [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.02.2019]

6. On approval of the Concept of forestry system development of the Republic of Uzhekistan until 2030
(Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 06.10.2020)

7. 0n additional measures to create forests in the regions of the republic and green cover in the regions
of the Aral Sea and Aral Sea area (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
25.11.2020)

8. On further improvement of the environmental pollution assessment system [Resolution of the Cahinet
of Ministers of 3.06.2021])

9. 0n measures to effectively use forest and irrigated lands and to further increase the volume of timber
production (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of 14.07.2021)

10. On measures to implement the special UN General Assembly resolution of May 18, 2021 on declaring
the Aral Sea region a zane of environmental innavations and technologies [Resolution of the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan of 29.07.2021)

11. On approval of the regulations on the provision of specialized services for hydrometeorology and envi-
ronmental pollution maonitoring (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of 06.08.2021])

12. On measures to protect the environment and organize the environmental control activities of state
bodies (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 30.12.2021)

13. On measures to accelerate the landscaping work and further effective organization of tree protection
in the republic (Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 30.12.2021)
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Goal 16 1. On puhlic procurement [Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.04.2021)

2. On approval of the regulations on the organization and conduct of procedures related to the puhlic pro-
curement (Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of 20.05.2022)

3. 0n measures to further expand funding of activities carried out based on public opinion through
the Open Budget Information Portal (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
22.09.2021)

4. 0n measures to ensure the budget information transparency and active citizen participation in the
budget process (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22.08.2018]

5. On approval of the Concept of civil society development for 2021-2025 (Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzhekistan of 04.03.2021)

Goal17 1. New Uzbekistan Development Strategy for 2022 - 2026 (Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 28.01.2022)

2. On additional measures to accelerate the implementation of the National Sustainable Development
Goals and Targets for the period up to 2030 (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of 21.02.2022)

3. On measures to further improve tax policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan of 26.09.2019]

4. On the state budget of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2020 (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
09.12.2019)

5. On the state budget of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2021 (Law of the Republic of Uzhekistan of
25.12.2020)

6. On the state budget of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan for 2022 (Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan of
30.12.2021)

7. On additional measures to improve tax administration (Resolution of the Cahinet of Ministers of
10.07.2019)

8. On approval of the concept of science development until 2030 (Decree of the President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan of 29.10.2020)

9. On improving the public administration system in the scientific and innovation activity development
(Decree of the President of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 01.04.2021)

10. On measures to further improve and develop the national statistics system of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan (Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 03.08.2020)

11. On official statistics (Law of the Repuhlic of Uzbekistan of 11.08.2021)

12. On additional measures to ensure public administration openness and transparency, as well as to
improve the statistical capacity of the country [Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
of 09.04.2019)
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