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1 SWOT is a widely used acronym for Strengths, Weaknnesses, Opportunities and Threats. 
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2 All regional consultations were organised by the Regional Education Officers (REdOs), who also 
selected members of the groups which analysed the document during phase 3 (see the table). 
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3 This system will be explained in the second part of the document. 
4 All education figures are taken from the relevant Digests of Educational Statistics. 
5 See Macrae Mason Development. Review of the Ministry of Education’s 5-Year Education 
Development Plan 1995-2000. Draft report. March 2001. Mimeo. P. 9. 
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6 At that time, most countries concentrated their effort on basic education, which was then equivalent 
to the primary level. Under the influence of a socialist ideology, Guyana went beyond that, aspiring for 
free education for all at all levels. 
7 The qualifications mainly concern the quality of the education offered and the results of the service 
provided by the schools at the different levels. Problems like attendance and dropout ratios also cast 
doubts on the meaning of these numbers.  
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8 The figures are gross enrollment ratios based on population estimates from the Statistical Bureau. 
9 This percentage is for  the academic year 1997-98. The percentage for 1996-97 was not available.  
10 p. 5 
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11 Civil Society of Guyana. National Development Strategy. May 2000, Mimeo, p.197. 
12 Zellynne Jennings. Nipped in the Bud. Guyana, Education and Development Services Inc., 1998, p. 
24. 
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13 Ibidem., Annex E, pps. 1-5.  
14 This section is based on the results of the SWOT session mentioned earlier. It is important because 
it presents the insights of the most senior officers of the Ministry. 
15 The initial increases in expenditure on education (and health) were not financed by the the Highly 
Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. 
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16 This is the case where SIPs have been introduced.  
17 Reliable data are not available; often, the MoE only knows that a teacher has resigned. 
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18 These are, English Language, Mathematics, Integrated Science and Social Studies. 
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19 See GoG, Guyana Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper, Georgetown, 2001. 
20 Ibidem, p. 4. 
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21 The GPRS strategic issues are at pages 37-38 of the GPRSP. 
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23Numbers in parentheses show the chronological order of the process.  
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This project focuses on strengthening the system for  
in-service unqualified primary school teachers.  
 Because of the large numbers of unqualified teachers 
In the remote hinterland and riverain areas, the project 
Will lay emphasis on enabling the teachers training 
Institute to develop a distance education capacity to 
Offer the in-service training through a combination of  
print based learning modules, local tutorials, and a 
 summer session that will be classroom based. 
 
The project will also provide for technical assistance in 
Testing and measurement and in the training of school 
Inspectors and principals. 
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