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THE SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY -EIGHTH 

. AC:[_ · 
OF TilE PARLIAMENT -~F TilE REPUBLIC 

OF GHANA 
ENTITLED 

EDUCATION ACT, 2008 

Act 778 

AN ACT to provide for the establishment of ari educational system in­
teridedto produce well balanced individuals with the requisite knowl­

. edge, skills, values, aptitudes and a~titudes to become functional and 
• productive citizens for tl:ie total development and the democratic 
advancement of the nation, and for related 'matters. 

. DATE OF ASSENT: 6th January, 2009. 

ENAQ1i:D qy the President and Parliament 

General· 

System of education 
I. . (1) The system. of education shan be organized in three progressive 

levels to be known as ~ .. . . 
(a) basic education, . 
(b). second t:ycle educ:ation, and 
(c) tertiary education. 

(2) The basic l~vel of education shall consl.st of 
· ,(a) two years of kindergarten edutat~on, 

(b) six years of primary educatj,on·, and . 
. · (c) three years of junior high .school ed~tatiori. 
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(3) The s·econd cycle kvd ofedU.cation: :shall consist of four years 
of senior high school education, techriic;a.:l, ·vocational, business and 
agricultural education, or approptiate apprenticeship training of not less 
than one year.. . . 

( 4) The tertiary education sl:tall consist of education provided in a · 
universitY, polytechnic or .college o:f education established by an Act of . 
Parliament or .accredited by the Nati6ri.il Accreditation Board . 

.. ·-··· .. , ... 
(5) Each level of education shall, where appropriate, include 

provision for distance leaming':prcigi:ammes. · · 

(6) In addition to sUbsections (l).to (~), there shall be a system of 
non-formal functional and Hfe long: educational prograihme~: 

(7) The Ministry of Education and the District Assemblies may 
establisii. open colleges it the .district level. 

, .. J§.) 'Tile open.~oll:eges anci.~~feJs)~g educational colleges shall also 
. provip¢ . avenues. for .•skilis ti:ai!}iP,g al1,d fc)rinal 'educa~ion cas·, detetini!led 
by' the :Minister by 'legislative.d1lst11liri~:b.t: •· · : · .. ·· . · · 

Free ~rtd·~;irip#is?Wt>a~k ·educatiort" · . . . 
2. (1) A ciiil~:who has ·a.i:t;aitied $.chooLgoing age shall, at the basic 

level, attend a c~urse of instruction as laid do~ by 'the Minister. in a 
school. recognized for that'pUlJli;)Se by the Miriist~r. · · 

(2) ~d:~s_ation;~!. the ba~i~J.~~ei {~~.ft.~:~ and .t~irtpulsorY:. 
(3) A District Assembly s'ii~ll subject tb ~ct'i;;;;·~prbvide the 

necessary ip.frastruetural needs and any· other f<!-silities for the educatio11 · 
of the_p()p~latioii'iri'the aiea.'ofits,authprity,, . , .· . 

. ( 4) ·Where a: child does not·. atte!id a. cou~s·e: bf .1nstrucd.qn. in, 
compliance with subsection (1) the paren~:spall,§nt,~~ t0:t .iristance, a-pPear 
b-efore· the· sodal' welfare ·corriniitt~e of the Distrkt Assembly for. 
appropriate ·action·, . , ..... 

(5) A parent wpo fails to comply with the appropriate action agreed 
· ort with the sodalwelfare committee, commitsan .offence, and is liable 
on conviC-tion by· a':bistr.ict Court,: · . · · · · · 

(a) for a first offence; to a fine not' exceeding five penalty units , · 
and . . . · 

(b) for a continuing offence, to a: fine of one penalty unit in 
respect of each day during which,Jhe offence contiri.11es; 
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or in lieu of the payment of the fine, to community service as determined 
by the Court in consultation with the Social Welfare Committee. 

(6) Where a parent cai:mot genuinely afford to educate the child, 
the District Assembly may provide the support necessary for the education 
of the child. · 

Decentralization of education 
3. The Minister shall take measures· for the effective decentralization of 

executive responsibility for the provision ari.d management of basic and 
second cycle schools to the District Assemblies . 

The Education Service 
.4. The Education Service provided for by article 190 of the Consti­

tution and as restructured under the Ghana Education Service Act, 1995 
(Act 506) is responsible for the co-ordination of the approved. national 
policies and programmes relatiJ.J.g to pre-tertiary education. 

Inclusive education 
5. (1) The District Assemblies and heads of institiltionsshall"ensure 

that designs for schools are· user-friendly 'for children :with special needs. 
. (2) . I~stitutions that deliver education to children. with special needs 

shall improve upon the existing infrastructure and prov1de for additional 
facilities where necessary .. · 

C3) A. parent or guardian. shali take advantage ~f the inClusive 
education faCilities to send the. child with special needs to the apprDptiate 
education facility, or subject to tlJ.e ~vail ability of resources, make a request 
for the provision of the appropriate educatiQn facility. . 

( 4) · For the purposes of this. section, ,;inclusive education" means · : 
the value system which holds that al.l persons who attend an education:al 
institUtion are entittled to equal access to learning, achievement 'and the 
pursuit of excellence in all aspects. of their education; and which 
transcends the l.dea of physical location but incol:porates the basic value~ 
tha( pro!llote participation, friendship and interaction . 

Medical exam1natio~ ~f childr~n. 
. . 

· .6. The Education SerVice ill collaboration with the H~alth Service and 
the Ministry responsibl~ for social welfare shall undertake : . 

(a) the screening ci.t children. on admission, and 
(b) the regular medical examination of.childreii.. 
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Inspection and supervision 
7. (I) Thereis established by this Act a·body known as the National 

.Inspectorate Board consisting of . . . · 
(a) the chairj>ersol1; ;' . ' . . . ... ' ' . . 
(b) one representaiive of'the Universities.:of)~ducitio11, . 
{c) one special education specialist or pnictitioneJ;", · · 
(d) <One rem:~sentatiy'~ of,.th~ N a,tiopal ;readiin:gv,Council, •." . 
M.-··.OI1e ,rS!pfes~~tative of,f9-e.)\ssqciafiori~of Private. -Schools, 

·_.(f)·•'.~~U~d~~--~s~~t~HY:~:·•.~{.·~~h~711-!:~~:~.·~fr:~9a,~·-Exami.n·a'ti:ns· 
(g) one repr~sentative' of the ·Council .fcir TechnicaJ. Vocational 

Education and Trainin·g, · · 
(h) the Chiefinspector of Schools, .: · . , .. . . . . · . 
{i) ·:three nominf!eS of :tp.e ]?fesideut,·'at leaSt one of wbom is a 
...... ::vro_:rpal}, , .... , .. • •. · .. ·. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . 
· (j)§ne. refir('!sent?-tive'-ofthe 'Catholic' Bishops Confererice and 

· the Joint Aiiglidli:i'Didcesan :Council;.· 
(k) one representative of the Federation of Muslim Councils· 
. arid the Ahamadiya .Mission, and · . . · ·. 

(!) one representative of;the Christian Council and the Ghana 
· Pentecostal •CourieiL:. · · · · ·· · · 

(2) The Chief·Insp~Ctot of Sch~ol~ ;s'tl1~ s~cr~t~fyto the.Board. . 
, ;(~)' J~e rriei;rib~rs of.i:he B6atq;.S];l~llib~· appoi~ted by th~·Pre~ident • 

in' accordance with ·artkle 70 ofthe,,Coristitildon. ' . ' . . 

•·. ·.f~£~fA~~,;~~-6~~~t~~~t~~~a,i{~~~~fP.i~bii~~-.I3~~dare; '· 
. . (a) to undeitake theinspectioii. .of. schools; ... 

(b) to evaluate, on a periodic basis, the 'first 'and second cycle 
institutions, and · . ,. 

(c) to setand.enforce standards to.be observed ·at the basic and 
· . secorid.cycle levels in both ,p-ublic and pri,vate educat~onal . 

. . · iil:stifutions: · · · · , .. · · •. · · .· · . . 
(2) For the !m~poses of pa:r~graph (c) or' ~~bsection {1), the Board 

shall set up inspection· panels· to provide an i:ri.'dependent external 
evaluation of the quality and standards iri educational institutions by 
focusing on ·· 

(a) the quality ofleadership and management of the educational 
institution,· · 

(b) the quality of teaching and learning provided by the 
. educational institution, 
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(c) the educational standards achieved by the educational 
institution, 

(d) the levels of scholarship attained by the educational 
ins ti tuti on, 

(e) the facilities available in the educat1onai institution, 
(f) the system of internal and external examiners in place at the 

educational institution, 
(g) the values empahsized and taught in the educational . 

institution including community service by the students or 
pupils and staff, and . 

(h) the statistical data of the educational institution or tracer 
... stu.dies tracking the achievement of past students. 

(3) Subsection (1) shall not preclude a religious body from setting 
up, in conjunction with the District Assembly, its own directorate for the 

·inspection and superyision of the educational institutions established by 
ili~~~~rubo~ · . · ·. 

( 4) . The directors and supervisors within the regional and district 
directorates of education shall undertake, in accordance with the. 
directives or guidelines of the Board, .routine inspection of schools to 
ensure the maintenance of standards of performance i;n teaching aiJ.d 
learning. · · 

National Teaching Council ·. 

National Teaching Council , .·· . . . ·. · · · 
· .9. There is established by this Act a body knoWn as the National Teaching 
Council. · . . . 

Fnuctions · of·the Council 
10. The functions of the Council ari, .. · .. · .· .·. · 

(a) to advise the Minister responsible for Education 
· (i) on inatters relating to the pi:ofessional standing and 

status of teachers, and · . . .. . . 
(ii) .on teacher education, including the provision of 

faciliti\O!s for. in-service traiD.ing, q.nd the employment 
of teachers; . · . · · . · . 

(b) to recommend to the Minister professional standards 
required for the regisJ4tion of teachers~ · 

(c) to periodically review professional practice and ethical 
standards for teachers and teaching;· · 

(d) to register teachers after they have satisfied the appropriate 
conditions for initial licensing and .issue the appropriate 
licence; · · 

7 
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(e) tq review; through its disciplinary committees, ~ppeal cases 
of prqfessional misconduct and confirm, vary or rescind 
the· decision of the district disciplinary committee; · 

(f) to confirm, vary' or."resciild .a decis16n of'tP,e distiict 
disciplinary :.committee;: • . . . . . . · , 

{g) to revoke a teacher;s licence to teach' after establishing a case 
of ,grave professional misconduct; · ' . . . " . · ·. . 

(h) to:give :app'r'ova,l.fqr.;.:the.,susp:ensi9g,:of.a ;i:eac~er from 

. · ~~t!l~~~JjZii~1~~~~~~~~oY~AAf£f~~: 
{i) tQ apr:Ji9'vi{t~e !~~registration of a ·~mspend~d.Jei~.C;h~r. who 

has sezyed ;tJ:J:e •Sl.i.'sp.i!nsion and has beeri.recommended for 
.. i:e~n:gistf~tioti 'bY the district. discipli~a~y · corr1wittee~ 

Composition. ~f i~~- Couricil . . . . · ·. · . . . . . . . 
11. (I) lfhe .. ::tqa~~onal Teaching Council consists of· , 

{a) the .• :cha,.iimari, .... · . 
(b) cme :r~presentative: ~a¢.~ pf .· . . 

· (i) the 'Ministl)'.res,ponsibie for Education, 
(ii) the .National CounCil for Tertiary Education, 
(iii) the Council for Technical, Vocational Education and · · 

Training,·. . · 
(iv) the _National Inspectorate Boarc:J.; 

· · ·· (v). the· Conference ,ofpistrict. Dires~ors. o['Educatiori,· 
(vi) the Conference of Heads of Colleges of Education;·. 
(vii) the. Conference of Managers of Education Units;: 
· .md . ··· 

(c) tw"o .r.epr~s.entatiy~~,: , .. : .. :.;, .. i. . .·•: :·• 

(i) one frofri the Universities i!l~olved in teacher 
education. . ,· ... . . . ·.· . 

. ' , ...... '... ·· .. ·· ·., ... (': . 
(ii) one. from .irtdust~y arid commerce, 

(d). two .reptesentatiyes ;pf T~achers ASsodatiori, and 
{e) three other members one ofwholll ii; a woman. 

(2) The members of tli.~ C~uncil shall b~ appoi~ted by the President 
in accordance with article 70 ·of the Constitution, 

Licen,sing :of teac'l?-~r$, , . . , , . . : . . , .· ··•. . . . . 
U. (1) The Council isthe.goxeming' autJ1crr~ii:Y'r~spcrnsible for matters 

relating to the licensing of teachers, irieludirig where necessary, the emergency 
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certification of teachers after the Council has given approval for a special 
course of study for the emergency certification. 

(2) Provisional licence may be required where there is need for the 
training of 

(a) persons who the Council considers suitable for short training 
. to meet a crisis in teacher shortage, or. . 

(b) any other person who desires to take up teaching as a 
profession and register for the provisional licence: · 

(3) A person shall not be admitted to teaching as a professional 
career teacher without satisfYing the laid down credentialing requirements 
issued py the Council for normal or emergency certification. 

(4) The programmes of study for pre-tertiary educatiol.J. teachers . 
that lead to a licence tci teach shall be developed in consultation with the 
CounciL 

. (5) A teacher's licence 1s the onlylegal authorisation for teaching, 
and 

(a) shall be is~ed by tlie C.ouncil, and 
(b) shall bear the registration nu;mber·of the teacher ... · 

(6) A teacher shall be required to possess the Council's licensing · 
certificate ·as evidence of professional standing and authorisation for 
teachihg. . . . . . · . . · · . 

. (7) The legal possession ;f the Coup.Cil's certifi¢ate signifi~s that 
the. teacher meets the lmowledge and skill standards prescribed ·by the 

. Nationi!l Teach~g Council and is duly licensed to teach. 
Registration i>f tea~hers · ·.· · · . . · , · : · ·: · · . • ·. . 

.. 13. (l)"The Council shall maintain a register of teachers in which 
. shaU be recorded the particulars of a person registered as a teacher under 
this Act. · · · · 

(2) A per~on de~iring to .. be registered as.~ te~cher ~hall sub~· 
···mit fot approval by. the Council an application:- in the presc:;ribed forin; 

· · . . (3) A person is not qi.talified to be registered and issued ~th the 
Council's licence to teach · · . · . 

(a) where that person does not ·possess. at least the initial 
prescribed teacher training diploma certificate or its 
·equivalent qualification as determined by the Council, or , 

. (b) if that person has been disqualified from teaching by reason 
of a grave profe.ssional misconduct, or· · 
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. (c) if within a period of six months immediately preceding the 
date of the application. · 

· (i) 'that person has been refused registration as a teacher, 
or. . 

(ii) the registration of that pers'ori as a teacher ·has b~en 
cancelled. · 

(4) The· CounCil 'may refuse to. register a. person as .. a t~acher, 
(a) ifthatpersonsuffersfrom amental disability, as.certifled by 

aregisteredmedica\practit!oner; likely to interfere with the 
pra·~ibe'i:)f\S~a?~i~$1/?.£(';. .· :". ,: ... ·.. . ·: .:' , . . . 

· (b) ifthatpetsonhas::beerLconvided,ofa cripiinaloffen:ce of a 
nature whi~h)# ::the ·opiiiibn of the' c9~ildf renders that 
person noLEl. proper person to b~·a teather·in. an educational 
institution, or · · ·· · 

(c) if tha'(p'ers6h has; in,:ati ~:pplic;a,tioJl for registration as a 
teacher, made a statement or' furni$h~d ;lhformation which 

·that person kriowsjsfals.~. or ·. . 
(d) ifthat 'pers6n .llas ;.not .. passed 'tile requisite teacher 

certification examiriatio~ recognised by the:Council and does 
not satisfy :the .standards 'required for· a teacher's licence at 
the level which thatpersoii'has applied :for certification to 

: • . . te~c~. ·. ... • .. · .. ·. . . . . · . · · . ' . · 
(5) A p~rpon·aggri\!ye&,by.il,reft.lsa] und~r subs.ection (5) may ap­

peal to the Minister :agairistthe de¢isio1r; and the Minister rna:Y confi!1l1., 
,vary or rescind the decision of the .. Coup.'~:;:iL .· · · · · · . · · 

.shall•·d~~~~:t~~i~~!~~~~i~;t~;-~~ ~t~~~~~t~::~~~~~q~ff~dte~~~\lf.~ :. ·. · .. 
decision. . . . ' · • ·.: •> • • • · . 

(7) A persOJ;i aggJjeved by a decisio~ of the Minister may apply 
to the High Court for 'redress. ,-
. . (8). A personhbld~ng out ~s a tead1er shall be required to meet the 

nomial certification requirements or certification' requirements of the' 
Council. 

Employment of regist~red teachers. ·. .· . 
14 .. A person sha1Fn6t he emp.loyeq. as a te<1:cher in a pre-tertiary edu­

cational institution urile~s that personhasbeehregistered as a teacher by 
the Council. · 

.HJ 
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· Employment of unregistered teachers 
15. (1) Despite section 14, the Council may authorize the employment 

of persons not registered under this Act as teachers in pre-tertiary educa­
tional institutions. 

(2) The provisions on qualifications and conditions relating to 
registered teachers provided by the C!=Juncil shall apply to the employ­
ment of unregistered teachers. 

Tertiary education 

Tertiary education 
16. (1) The National Council for Tertiary Education established 

under the National Council for Tertiary Education Act, 1993 (Act 454) 
shall perform the functions specified for it under this Act. 

(2) The teaching programmes and academic standards for tertiary 
iriStitutiqns are subject to the accreditation. require::nents set out by the 
Nati()nal Accreditation Board Act, 2007 (Act744). 

. . 

Curriculum and Assessment 

N atioJl.ill ctiu~cil for Cuirkui~ and A~sessment . . . . 
17. (1) There is established by i:his Act a body. to. be known as the 

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, ·consisting of 
(a) the .chairman, : · . . ..· · .·. · . 
(b) the executive secretary of the N aticinal Council, 
(c) one represenbitive each of . . . . . . .· . . . 

(i) the National Council for Tertiary Education,· 
. (ii) the National Teaching Council, · 
. (iii) the National Accreditation Board, 
(iv) the National :!3oarii for Professional and Technical· 

. Examinations, · · . . . 
(v) the Council for':fechnical and V6cationcJ.Ed~cation 

· and Training, . . . . 
(vi) the National Inspectorate Board, . 
(vii)the Ministry responsible for Education, not ·below 

the rank of a Director, · · . · 
(viii) the Association .of Ghan.atan industries, 
(ix) the Ghana Emplciyers .Association, · 
(x)' the teacher Association, 
(xi) the Ca.-tholic .Bishops conference and the Joint 

Anglican Diocesan Council, · · 

- --- ..... ·._, _________ - .. I .. -·~---·- -·-·· ... _ .. 
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(xii) the Federation of Muslim· Coundl and the 
Ahmadiya Mission, 

(xiii) Christian Council and the Ghana Pentecostal 
. . CounciL.a!ld . _· _·, . _ . 
(xiv)the- Ministry re~poris1b'le for Labout,. _ _ 

(d) two representS:tivb :ofthe;Educ;ationSertiCe;'·one· of·whdm > _ . 

_ ~~~ri~~~: __ -tfJ~~~fi1-~rie~_···:ih• c~.f~Cul~m··_·a~i/elopment;or-• :···-
{e) the Director, Books Develop:m:entfCouiicil, · . . 
(f) one nominee of the West Africa E:icaml.nations Council, .and 
(g) one nominee of the Ghana Federativn pfth,e pisabled; . 

Functions oft:he N~tia?-al Cottndl -· .. _ _ .. _ __ -. ,, . . _, _· 
18. The functions ofthe National Council, to be performed in accor-

dance with government policies, are .. ·• . . ·' . . -. . ·-
(a) to determine the goa!s, aims arid structure of courses at the 

various levels of pre"tertiary ·education: . . 
(b) to ensure an inclusive and representative. c:ui:d~uJum 

development pr.o'cess, ·-and ·guide curriculum . devdcipi:ner).t · 
· in a timely and an :effectiye ·fufJ:tiilef; . ___ • ·- _ · · 

· (c) to recom.rnent:lthe!luiDb~ro(core and elec:tive:subjects;· 
(d) to recomin'~n~ ;hev.i.sl11?} etis,:as hie s)lbj ects hecc)ri;ieriecessa,ry;. · .. 

for the e:clpc:aticn'l.ai:ciy#em;:. · _ _ _ ·. · .•.. :.· •. ,-_.· ·• , ,> 
(e) to ·review, pen()CiiCaliy, -~il'd 'make 'recommendation~ on; ti,1e . 

ll.nkages 'between tertiary alld pre~tertiary educatiori aft~r 
consultations with.the Minister, th~N!ltional<Cou.ncil for-. 
Tertiary Education, th~ N~donalAtcteditation B6atd and 
any other relevant. ci:t;g~!lisation or agency; · · · 

(f) to approve the time table. ii.rra-h,geiri.'ents for 'the releva'nt . 
educational institutions; · · 

(g) to receive reports on th~ q\[ality andquantities.oftext pooks 
and any other mate'rials of educ<:~,tiorial value,;Cind·make the 
appropriate recommendations 't'q the. Mhiister; · · · 

(h) to recommend to the. Minister the· periods (tud time dutation 
for curriculum reviews and sample size for trial testing of 
the various subjects· in pre-tertiary education; 

_ (i) to review the criteria and conditions for the appointment 
of members of syllabus panels; · 
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(;) to receive reports on monitoring assessments, school based 
assessment and end of course examinations, and make 
recommendations. on the nature of examinations and any 
other recommendations fqr improving learning in 
educational institutions; 

(k) to receive reports on school inspection, half yearly, and make 
the necessary recommendations· to the Education Service 
for the improvement of the various sections of the education · 
system; and . . · 

(!) to consider any other riui.tter assigned to it by the Minister 
for· improving the quality of teaching and learning in 
educational institutions. 

Library services 

Schools Libra._ry and Worination Directorate 
19. (1) There is hereby established a Schools Library and information 

Directorate; ·· · 
(2) An educational institution shall establish. and maintain a wdl' 

equipped library for the benefit of its teachers, pupils and students. · . . ' . . 

:functions of the Directorate 
20. The functions Qft)le Schools Library and Information Direi::toni,te . 

are 
(a/to. advise the :Mini~ter ·on library and· educati~nal· 

information, policies, and · . 
(b) to harmonise library activities within a :network system. 

· DrxJnt;alised Educatipn. S~rvice • 

Regiomil. education· dir~~tQl:~tes . . . . 
. 21. (1) .. Th.ere shall be ¢stablished a regionaleducation directorate in 

(!ach Region, . . . · 
(2) The regional edtk:ation directorate .shall 

(a) 'co-ordinate· tb:f! activities of the district di:re;ctorates in the · 
. Region; .· .. · . . · .. 

(b) co-ordinate regional sports and cultural activities in schools 
· in collabonit1pn with the appropriate institutions and 
. auth0rities; . . . . 

(c) exercise juriscW::tion in matters of disCipline over personnel 
at the regional directorate; and. · . . · 

· (d) as much as p&~ible, work in collobbr!3-tiori with the Regional 
Co-ordinating Council. 
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District education directorates. . . . . . . .. 
22. (1) The District Assembly sl:lall, for its fl~ea· ofil:~~gorit}r ani:!. as 

far as its functions extend, contri~ute to ,the. totf!-Ld~y.~lPPrri:eri~ pf.Jh~ .· . 
community by ensuring that effiCient educatidri thrm1gh6ut the basic;\' 
second cycle and furi.ctionallitenicY :ed.ucatii:Jn, le:vds,:including ri9n~ 
formal education is available to ineet :tJi~ ·needs of.tpe.;pqptil~tion.,of·its;a,f#~r ... · · 

(2) The Distric(Assembly shall, in the p:r~p~ribed manner; and with . 
financial assistance .provided by the Govemme.P.t, . : , . , . , , ' 

(a) btiild., :equip and maintain ptiblic'pa$ic schools intli'e distriCt, 
{b) establish public schools that are in the opinion•ofithe district: 

director of edu&tiori required ·in 'tl1e district in consultation . 
_with th~ district chief executive, ·and 

(c) perform any other'furictio!).s ·tonferred on.the.,distric::t• ·. , .. 
education oversight committee byth;s A.ct; ,·. :. · .. '.·· .. · <'; .·,·:· .... ··•··· 

(3) The District As.seinbl)r ·sha.ll establisri a ci.istrict educatiq~ · 
directorate. · · · · · . · · . 

(4) The district-education directorate in consultati~ri with the' . 
appropriate religious educational units ·are :re~ponsible for the·. efficient 

· delivery of educational ser-vices to meet the peculiar needs of.the areas 
withi~ the district and in accordance with the educational policy .and . · 

· directives as determined by the Minister. . · . . .·... · . . . . . 
(5) The preparation, admini.stratiort and ~ontr8iof budgetary ·• · 

allocations of the district directorate _of educatton is the responsibility of 
the District Assemqly. · ·. · · · ··. · .. · · . : · ·•· · ·· · .· 

(6). TheDi~tdct Assembly ·shall appoil!-t a di~trict ed1.1cati6n 
oversight committee consisting of . . . . .. : . · .· -:.;; >;~ ': •• • "· • '~ ' 'i 

{a) the dlstrict chief eicecutive; as the chairriian; o'r·inth(:: absence . 
of the distric;:tchic:f executive:, the chairman of the· 
subcommittee responsibldorieducati6n shall preside at the 

. meetings of the oversight .com:inl.ttee, .• . . . . .· 
(b) the chairman ofthe subcommittee responsible for education, · 
(c) the distriCt directoi'of educatiorij who shall also be the . 

secretary of the. oversight committee, · 
(d) the district director ofhealth, · 
(e) the district. social welfare officer, . 
(f) onerepresentative of the District Assembly, who is a woman, . 
(g) one:representative of the traditional rulers in the distrk:t, 
(h) one•reptesentative each of the religious bodies, 
(i) one representative 6f the associations of teachers in the 

district on a rotational basis, 
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(j) one represent::ttive of the district parent-teacher association, 
(k) one representE\tive of the school management committee in 

the district, 
(!) one woman identified generally with social development 

in the district, and . 
fm)one represei1tative of the private schools in the· district .. 

(7) A district educ~tion oversight committee shall oversee 
·(a) the conditions of school buildings and any other 

· infrastiucturfil requirements of the schools; 
. (b) the provision of teachers and the regular and punctual 
. attendance of teachers and pupils at the schools; 
· (c) the proper p~tformance of functions by the staff at the 

schools; . . 
(d) the moral and ?rofessional.behavi.our of the.staff and pupils 

·and matters r'e!ating to general discipline; · . · 
(e) complaints reia,ting to teachers, non-teaching personnel and 

· lea.rilin:g matepals, and complaints from teachers; · · 
(f) the enviromfl~Ii.tal cleimliness 9f the schools, Hinds and of 

any other facil{ties; . . 
(g) the snpply of text books and any other teaching or learning 

J,Uatepals; ari.q 
(h) the nianagetdent and maintenance of the education 

_· management informatio:h system at the. dj.strict level. · 
. _(8) The district education oversight ccim~ttee shall appoint 

(a) the appointn:ients and promotions sub-committee; 
(b) the disciplinary sub-committee, · · 

. (c) the administration and finance sub-committee, . and . 

. (d) the monitoring and evaluation sub-committee .. 
(9) The Director-General of the Education Service· or a person 

authorized by the Director-General may attend the meetings of the 
£;1.irectbrate of education ot a 4istrict educatioP, oversight committee, but 
is not entitled to vote on a matter for decision by the directorate or 
committee. 

(10) Subject to this Act, the district education oversight commit­
te.e shall determine the membership and functions of a sub~committ'ee 
appointed under this section. . 
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Private educational institutions 

Establishment of private·eau:cadotialinstituti9ns 
23. (1) A person or an instih.ttiori rriay establish, manage and operate. 

a private educati<mal instit:Ufi6r #1. accpr,cl,ap.ce with the guidelim~s . · 
.issued, and the .Regulations ,il,ia,C:l.e in .that13eha1f, · by the Minister, ,in 
consultation with the .Educaticl~ ··setviC~ Council or ·the Natl.ondl 
Accreditation Board . · · . · 

(2) A private educationa!.h1stitution shall . . 
(a) .be incorporated as _a:lcgalerttity yvith a governing bo(!,y;, · .. 
(b) have at least ane-th@ .•of the ·teachirig staff:bdn,g :persons 

who are professi6riaJ1y qualif1€:\(li4n4er.:~h~~·.p,:cti' ··•···•····.· ' ·. ·· 
(c) provide the requisite education and triidiig to a·dhild•o( 

any other person 'Vv~ho quafifi~9,.tg :~t~ep.d; . · . . 
(d) meet the standards regardin,g .surncula and- •syllabr,cmd tb,e . 

facilities 'set •by .:the :Ministry :w'ith regard to ,•the physicat . . 
academic and .a,ny'.otl:l~r Jaci,lith!s • <1-ild i'equjremen,ts; ..... · ·• . ·. . 

(e) operate· under .the ·.s:U,petV:is'ion: bf the idistrict,. ~irectoi: .9f • · · 
education, or; as: appropriate, the Natio!lalCouncjLfof · 
Tertiary Education; •. . · . · : >' 

(f) 'send a copy 'of lts'~nri.uaJ report on its •programmes arid 

· · (g)···~lt~¥~~~\~*.m€: ~tf~t~~i~t~~i:.:?.~Y .·• pt~e.r inf~rrriatiori,i~.:;._ .. • 
writing requested-:by.the.Mini~ter;. · · · · . .: 

and in the case of a private t~rtiary: ·educatiofial institution, shall.n~t .... 
begin operations unless. tl).~ .Na~ioJ:ial 'Accreditation Boa~d has granted it. · 
the requisite accreditation. . ·· · · · · ' . ·· · ". .· : •. · .. · · •.... ·. · • 

(3) The proprietor qf a pi:iyate educatioba1 insti~tion iri exl.sterite 
before. tl:le commencement oftliis /Act ·shall, within.•ni~t:tyAa.Y~ after ~he 
comme!lcerrient, apply as apprOpriate .to tile Dist:dct As1:£mbty or the· 
Nation~l Accreditation Board for approval.. . . . · . · 

(4) The D~str~st Assembly or ~he NatidJ:lal A,csredtta.tion Board as· 
approp,r;ate may g~a,:rft prby~sion~Lappro.v;~.l PF. ~sC.req,tt,~tti:m to. ei.:able 
prepar'!-tory work .:tcr'be done towa,r(ls,tqe, est!'l,bhshm,ent of. the .pnv.at.e 
educat.l. o'n' al 1'nstt'tut1'on · ,·:\ .·~ ·;:_,_·:··· .. ,·i.,. \ ···· ' ' ... ·>· '.. . . ,', ' ,' .• .·... ' ,..:· ......... . 

(5) The proprietor :.ofa .. priyate ed"ttc~Hional institution shall not 
set, change or raise thelevdof fees W'ithouttheiconsent·oftli~ :M~ni~ter .. 

(6) A proprietor who contraven'es a provisi6n .. of this ·section or.· 
of the Regulations commits an offence and·is liable on sum.n:lary corivi.cfion · 
to a fine not exceeding_ tvvo thousand five hundred penalty units or to a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five 'yeats or to both; 
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Change in ownership . 
24. (1) Where there is a. change in the ownership or location of a 

private educational institution, the proprietor of th'e institution shall 
notify· the Minister in writing of the change. 

(2) Where there would he a long period of closure of a private 
educational institution, the proprietor of the institution shall within 90 
days prior to the closure, notify the Minister of the closure and give reasons 
for the closure ~nd the proposed date ofre-opening. . 

Clos~e of urivate educational institution 
25. (1) The Minister sh~ll •. acting in a,ccbrdance with the advice of 

the National Accreditation Board or the District Assembly, withdraw the 
licence of a private educational institution 

, (a) if the operation of the ·institution is detrimental to the 
physical ot .moral welfare of the pupils attending the 

. institution, ot .· . . 
(b) the continuing existence of the institution is against the pub­

lic interest. · 
(2) Where a licence is withdrawn the ·o\:ynex; proprietor and the· 

perscin in charg~ of the institution shall cease the operation of .tile insti­
tution. 

· (~) A person who contravenes subsection (2) commit~ an offence 
arid is liable on coiwictibn · · .· 

. . (a) to a term of htiprisor{ment not exceeding six months or to a 
fine not exceeding two hundred penalty units, and. . 

(b) for each day during which the offence continues, to a fine 
of one thouse:j.nd penalty P.nits. ·· · · 

Tax exemption , . . 
26. Subject to article 174 of the Constitution, the Geiveri:mient may 

provide tax reliefs or supsidies to .a duly registered private . educational 
institution. · · 

Relations with l'v.U.nistry 
27. ·The Ministry resP,onsl.ble for Education shall improve and 

strengthen its relations. with private educational institutions by involving 
them in free and open pa,rticipation in epucation programmes. · · 

Grievances 
28. (1) A parent aggrieved with the inferior standards of teaching or 

learning in a public or. private educational institution or has cause to 
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suspect discrimination or apathy or for any other sufficient cause may 
appeal to the National Accreditation Board 9:r the district education over~· 

~-
' 

sight committee. . . · ·· " . · 
(2) The National Accreditatio~ Bp~~a::or th~ distt'iCt ·educat~op.,: . 

oversight committee shaH, by dif.ecfioi:is' :1n'wi:itl.ng, a'ff~rd the J?e.~s·gn ... 
responsible for the operation. oft he institution a i~aso11~b~e .. ti~~/t.o·;· .. 
correct the substance ofthe gnevance. · 

(3) Where the pJrson responsible for the institution does not correct • 
the substance of the grievance within the time specified by the Natio!la:l 
Accreditation Board or the district education oversight committee, the 
Board or the oversight committee shall -recommend to the Minister, the 
closure of the institution. · '· " 

·, 1.·. 

(4) A person aggrieved by the decision of the Minister by virlue 
of subsection (3) may appeal to the High Court. 

Miscellaneous provisions 

Regulation~ . . . . . 
29. The Minister may, by legislative instrument, in consultatf6n 

with the appropriate body, make Regu1a:tions in respect of. .. 
(a) the role, composition and any other funCtions ofthe 

(b) ~;:~~!~jri~t\~~(~i~~;:t 7~r\he.curric~tuD;.WJ$;.1;;j. 
(c) th~. role of parent-teacher organizations in the 'eati2a(i6ri:, { 

systetrii · · · .·.. ·, 

(d) the ownership of schools by a cotnmunity; 
(e) the fee structure in the education system; 
(f) the establishment, management and operation of private. • 

educa.tional institutions: . . · · 
(g) information and corumu!).icatiorl. technology in education; 
(h) specifying the obj~cttve~, inissiqti management, structures .. 

and functions of 'the schoois'hbiiry and. information ..• 
directorate includi~g the'establisll.merit cifa centralcatalogue:. 
of libraries ancLli~rar)' hooks; ' ·· · ·· 

(t) distance educadciii;' . • ·. .. ·. 
(j) science and techri'cilogy ed.ucatio11;; ; · 
(k) guidance and counselling; . f 
(l) private participation tn education; / .... 

18 
/ ... 

' i 
I/ 
// 

/ : 
I. 

I ,.. 



I 
I 
! 

Education Act, 2008 A.ct 778 

(m)the determination of the relationship between the district 
education directorate and the education units of the 
religious bodies; 

(n) discipline in schools; , 
(o) gender equity at all levels and programmes of education; 
{p) the provision of adequate facilities for persons with disability 

or special needs; . 
(q) the provision of in service training for teachers; 
(r) the financing of ed.Ucation; 
(s) a matter that is required to be prescribed or will give effect 

to this Act; . · . 
{t) acts that constitute misconduct and grave misconduct and 

the corresponding penalties; . 
(u) the level of autonomy that is commensurate with the 
· achievements of an educational institution; and 
(v) any other matter that will advance or enhance the principles 

and purposes of this Act. · 

Interpretation 
30. In this Act, unless the conteXt otherwise requires, 

"Board" means the National Inspectorate Board established by 
subsection (1) of section 7; · . . 

"college of education" means teacher training institutions; ..• 
"community college" means a post-basic educational institution 

which admits students with or without prio:r qualification; 
'.'Council" means the Nat~onal Teaching Council establish,ed by 

.·section 9; · · : · · : . · 
"District· Assembly" includes the Municipal and the 

· Metropolitan Assembly; · · 
"free education" inclu<:tes tuition. fees, provision of teachers and· 

the essential requirements for quality teaching and learning 
for the basic level. of educ.ation provided by the responsible 
body or authority; 

"functions" includes powers and duties; 
"institution of tertiary education" inclu(ies · 

(a) a university or university college,· 
(b) an open university, 
(c) a polytechnic . 
(d) any other diploma awarding institution, arid 
(e) ·a post secondary educational institution; 
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"Minister" means the Minister responsible for Education; 
· "National Council" means the Natiortal Council for Curriculum 

Development and Assessment; 
" open college" includes a community .college; 
"open university" includes a post secondary educational 

institution which admits mature Sttldents; 
"parent" includes a nattlral parent and a person acting in the 

capacity of a parent 
"prescribed" means prescribed by thts Act or the Regulations; 
"pre-tertiary education" means education below university, 

university college, polytechnic, community college and 
coJJ.eges of education; 

"pre-tertiary educational institutions in the public system" 
means schools and institutions for pre-tertiary education for 
w4ich Government has direct responsibility in providing 
teacl.lers, teaching and learning material; 

"public" in relation to an institutionmeans established or 
. maintained wholly or in part fj:'OJU moneys provided by 

Parliament, fromtlie Consolidated Fund or any other public 
funds; · · 

"religious bodies" includes the National Catholic Secretariat, 
·the Cl)ristian Council, the· Angli~q.fi Church of Ghana, the 
Pentecostal Council, the Federation of Muslim Councils and 
the Ahmadiyya· Mission; . · · 

"register'' means the register of teac:P,ers; 
"Regulations" means the Regulations· tnade under this Act;· 
"school going age" means the age qetermined by the Minister 

for the purposes of section 2; · 
"Service" means the Education Service provided for under . 

· article 199 of the Constitution; . 
"special education" means a course of instruction· approved 

by the Minister for a person with disability. 

Repeals, savings and traP.sitiorial provisions 
31. (1) The Ed)..lcation Act, 1961 (Act 87) is hereby repealed. 

(2) Until Regulatiol.).s are made under this Act, Regulations made 
·under the repealed Act shall ·continue in force in so far as those Regula­
tions are not inconsisten~ with a provision of this Act. 
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;!' · · (3) Within twelve months of the corning into force of this Act, 
.he Ghana Education Service Act, 1995 (Act 506) shall be amended to 
ibnform with the provisions of this Act. .· 

;::.: .'· (4) Until arrangements are made for thelic~nsing and registartion 
&i persons who are not professiona1ly qualified· as teachers, those persons 111,.. ... · . . . . 
~~all be certified by the Council to teach. · 
//i( :'. · (5) All certificated teachers in the educational syste):ll before the .. · 
~~~ing into force of this Act, shall be recognized as teachers and shall be · 
1 ::eu~1.itted by t.l-Ie Council to teach until otherwise directed by the Council. 

l
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. Date of Gazette no~ficatio~:· 9th)anu~ry. 2009. 
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