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Foreword

The year 2015 is of special significance for international development. It is the year to
wrap up the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and more
importantly, to launch the Post-2015 Development Agenda. In September, world leaders
will gather in New York for the United Nations Summit for the adoption of the Post-2015
Development Agenda. They will draw a new blueprint for international development in the
next 15 years, starting a new stage of the dream of human development. This Summit will
be yet another milestone in the history of international development.

Over the past 15 years, efforts to realize the MDGs have substantially improved the
livelihood of people around the world. In particular, developing countries, by integrating the
MDGs into their national development strategies, have endeavored to explore a path of
development that suits their own national conditions, and joined international development
cooperation. Through joint efforts, positive progress has been made in the global efforts
to eliminate poverty, achieve universal primary education, prevent and combat such
communicable diseases as malaria and tuberculosis, provide clean drinking water, and
improve the lives of slum dwellers. Although the outcomes of MDGs implementation vary
from country to country, region to region and goal to goal, facts show that as long as
countries demonstrate political commitment and take earnest actions, the cause of global
development will be taken forward with meaningful outcomes.

Over the past 15 years, China, fully committed to the MDGs, has made remarkable
achievements and achieved or basically achieved 13 MDG targets. Between 1990
and 2011, China lifted 439 million people out of poverty, and China has made great
contributions to the global poverty reduction efforts. With its grain production growing for
11 years since 2004, China has supported nearly 20 percent of the world’s population with
less than 10 percent of world’s farmland. China has made significant efforts in advancing
health, education and other projects to improve people’s livelihood. Since 2000, China
has provided safe drinking water to additional 467 million rural residents and kept the
net enrollment rate of both boys and girls at primary-school-age above 99 percent. While
achieving self-development, China has been actively engaged in South-South cooperation
and provided help with its capability to over 120 developing countries in their efforts to
attain the MDGs.
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This is China’s sixth and last report on its implementation of the MDGs. With rich and
detailed information about numbers and cases, the report presents a full picture of China’s
implementation of the MDGs and some of China’s important experience and practices
in the past 15 years, and sheds light on China’s strategies and visions on its future
development. This report embodies the tremendous efforts made by various departments
of the Chinese government. It is also another important outcome of cooperation between
the Chinese Foreign Ministry and the UN system in China, testifying to the sound
relationship between the two sides. As such, | wish to express my appreciations to all
Chinese government departments and the UN system in China who participated in drafting
the report.

Standing at a new starting point, the international community is working on a forward-
looking and ambitious Post-2015 Development Agenda. Facing the new normal of
economic development, China is striving to adapt to and shape the new normal with
an abiding focus on improving the quality and performance of the economy, in order to
maintain sustained and sound economic development. In this process, China will integrate
its ambitious goals of comprehensively deepening reform and completing the building
of a moderately properous society in all respects with implementing the Post-2015
Development Agenda. It will make greater efforts to safeguard and improve people’s well-
being, and let all its people benefit from development outcomes. In the meantime, China
will stay actively engaged in international development cooperation, and make greater
effort under the framework of South-South cooperation, to help other developing countries
to implement the post-2015 development agenda.

The Chinese people are striving to achieve the “Two Centenary Goals” and the Chinese
Dream of the great renewal of the Chinese nation, which is consistent with the ardent
aspiration for development of people all over the world. We are ready to work with people
of all other countries in a joint effort to safeguard peace, development and win-win
cooperation, and pursue common development and prosperity of the whole mankind.

Mr. Li Baodong
Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs

The People’s Republic of China
July 2015
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Foreword

In September 2000 at the United Nations, world leaders reached a historic agreement
through the Millennium Declaration. This led to the landmark commitment to the eight
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). China together with other 188 countries signed
the document, reaffirming the steadfast support of the Government of China towards these
goals.

Fifteen years later, in September 2015, China and the world will be at a new turning point
in history. As the MDGs implementation period is coming to an end, global leaders are
faced with a unique opportunity to embrace a new and more ambitious development
agenda. It will build on the excellent success story of inspiring global actions during the
implementation of the MDGs.

During that period, China has successfully integrated the MDGs into its national
development planning and achieved unprecedented transformative results. As indicated
in the report, China has made remarkable progress in achieving the MDGs. In the
process, the country has made great contribution toward MDG 1 (Eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger) at the global level and should also be commended for continuing to
provide support to other developing countries to achieve the MDGs through south-south
cooperation.

The report also notes that challenges remain with regards to reducing the loss of
environmental resources and biodiversity. To address these, and building on its great
MDGs successes, the country is putting an increased emphasis on a balanced, equitable
and sustainable approach to development.

The new global development agenda that is expected to be signed in September 2015,
presents all of us with a once-in-a-generation opportunity to jointly work together to end
poverty and to pursue a development path that is both inclusive and sustainable. With
the tremendous experience acquired with the MDGs, China is well positioned to play a
key role with the Post 2015 development Agenda — both in term of implementing the new
development agenda domestically but also sharing its knowledge with other developing
countries through South-South cooperation. The United Nations remains committed to
supporting China in this process.
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| wish to thank the colleagues from Ministry of Foreign Affairs for their collaboration with
the UN System in China to produce this last MDG Report and for coordinating inputs from
relevant government agencies.

On behalf of the UN System in China, | would like to commend the Government of China
for its great achievements toward the MDGs and express our commitment for a continued
partnership in taking forward the new Post-2015 development agenda.

Mr. Alain Noudéhou
United Nations Resident Coordinator
July 2015



Overview

China has attached great importance
to the implementation of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). Over the past
15 years, with the consistent efforts of the
Chinese government, wide participation of
the entire society and strong support of the
international community, China has made
notable progress in many areas such as
eliminating poverty and hunger, achieving
universal primary education, ensuring
healthcare for women and children,
controlling and preventing diseases,
and protecting the environment. As a
responsible major developing country, over
the past 15 years, China has also offered
support and help to other developing
countries for their implementation of
the MDGs. In the process of advancing
the implementation of the MDGs, the
Chinese Government and the people have
conducted an active exploration of various
practices based on its national realities,
accumulated rich development experience,
and forged a development path with
Chinese characteristics.

2000-2015 Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
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At present, the international community
is working to develop the Post-2015
Development Agenda, which shall not
only be the inheritance and promotion
of the MDGs, but also an important
strategic decision at the global level
to attempt to eradicate poverty and to
promote fair, inclusive and sustainable
development for all. Looking ahead, the
Chinese Government will continue its
efforts to build upon China’s realities,
combining the implementation of the Post-
2015 Development Agenda with national
development strategies, working to
achieve the “Two Centenary Goals” and
realizing the Chinese Dream of the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The
Chinese Government is willing to further
expand and strengthen international
development cooperation, be more active
in enhancing South-South cooperation
and contribute to shared prosperity and
development of all countries.
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Changes of the average human development index in China and the world from 1990 to 2013
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l. China’s

overall progress in implementing the MDGs

1. Achieving rapid economic growth,
steadily improving overall agricultural
production capacity, and making
significant progress in eradicating
poverty and hunger

Over the past 15 years, China has
maintained steady and fast economic
growth. Its GDP increased from RMB 10.0
trillion in 2000 to RMB 63.6 ftrillion in 2014,
making China the second largest economy
in the world. This outstanding performance
has given rise to an income increase
of both urban and rural residents and
supported the poverty reduction endeavors.
In 2014, the per capita disposable income
of urban residents and per capita net
income of rural residents in China were
RMB 28,844 and RMB 9,892 respectively,
an increase of 3.59 and 3.39 times. China’s

poor population has been reduced by 439
million from 689 million in 1990 to 250
million in 2011. Placing these numbers
in the global contexts shows how China
has made great contributions to the global
poverty reduction efforts.

China is the most populous developing
country in the world and has therefore
great demands of food supply to overcome.
Over the past 15 years, China has
made sustained efforts to strengthen its
overall agricultural production capacity.
The national output of main agricultural
products such as grains, vegetables and
meat continues to grow. In particular, the
grain production capacity has increased
substantially, registering 11 consecutive
years of growth since 2004, and a per
capita grain possession of 445kg in 2014.



China has succeeded in feeding nearly
20% of the world population with less than
10% of the world farmland. The number
of population with malnutrition in China
declined from 23.9% in 1990-1992 to 10.6%
in 2012-2014. China’s underweight children
accounted for 13.7% of all children under
five in 1990, which declined to 1.37% in
2013. While constantly improving the food
energy level, the dietary pattern of Chinese
people has also improved.

The Chinese government has always paid
much attention to social assistance. Under
the leadership of the government and with
the participation of social sectors, China
has gradually developed a comprehensive
social assistance system that includes
8 major measures, such as: minimum
subsistence allowance; financial support to
extremely poor people; rescue of disaster
affected people; medical assistance;
education assistance; housing assistance;
employment assistance and temporary
assistance. From 2000 to 2014, China’s
urban minimum subsistence allowance fund
allocated by the government has increased
from RMB 2.65 billion to RMB 73.72 billion.
From 2007 to 2014, the rural minimum
subsistence allowance fund allocated by
Chinese government has increased from
RMB 10.91 billion to RMB 87.24 billion. The
people receiving urban and rural minimum
subsistence allowances have increased
from 4.026 million in 2000 to 70.892 million
in 2014. By 2014, about 5.2% of China’s
overall population had been covered by the
minimum subsistence allowance system.

2. Fully achieving “nine-year compulsory
education”, steadily increasing

2000-2015 Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
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employment, and basically achieving
gender equality in education and
employment.

China takes education as the foundation for
the country and has fully achieved “nine-
year compulsory education in urban and
rural area. Since 2008, the net enroliment
rate among school-age boys and girls
has always been above 99%. The literacy
situation is steadily getting better. Data
indicate that the illiteracy rate in the country
dropped from 6.7% in 2000 to 4.1% in
2014. The illiteracy rate of adolescents
dropped from 2.8% in 2000 to 1.0% in
2014; and the gap between boys and girls
in their reception of education has been
reduced from 1.3 years in 2000 to 0.8 years
in 2014.

Over the past 15 years, China has achieved
progress in promoting employment
and entrepreneurship for all, including
women and young people. From 2003
to 2014, altogether 137 million new jobs
were created in urban areas, where the
registered unemployment rate was kept
below 4.3%. The areas and scopes where
Chinese women work are expanding. For
instance, there are now over 21 million
women working in science and technology
area, making up around 40% of the total
number of Chinese workers in the field.
Further, an increasing number of women
are participating in politics. The ratio of
women among the deputies to the 12th
National People’s Congress (NPC) was
23.4% in 2013, up 3.2% compared to that
in the 10th NPC in 2003.
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3. Constantly improving medical and
health services, significantly reducing
child and maternal mortality rate, and
making notable progress in curbing
epidemic diseases such as HIV/AIDS
and tuberculosis

Over the past 15 years, the total amount
of medical and health service resources in
China has been growing. The number of
medical technicians and staff per thousand
people rose from 3.63 people in 2000 to
5.40 people in 2014, and the number of
beds per thousand in medical and health
institutions increased from 2.38 in 2000
to 4.77 in 2014. A three-tier medical and
healthcare service network has been
constantly improved, and the proportion of
villages with clinics increased from 89.8%
in 2000 to 93.0% in 2013. The under-five
child mortality rate dropped from 61.0%o in
1991 to 12.0%0 in 2013; the gap between
urban and rural areas in child mortality
rate was narrowed from 1:3.4 to 1:2.4; the
maternal mortality rate dropped from 88.8
per 100,000 in 1990 to 23.2 per 100,000
in 2013; and the maternal mortality rate
between rural areas and urban areas
declined from 1:2.2 to 1:1.1 times.

China has made unremitting efforts to
control epidemic diseases such as HIV/
AIDS and tuberculosis. The newly reported
number of people living with HIV and
AIDS in 2014 was 104,000. In general, the
prevalence of AIDS nationwide has been
kept at a low level, the number of patients
receiving anti-viral therapy is increasing
and the mortality rate among patients
is notably declining. On the control and
treatment of tuberculosis, the prevalence
of tuberculosis was 66 per 100,000 in 2010
with a mortality rate of 3.9 per 100,000,
down by 51% and 79.5% respectively
compared to that in 1990, with the upward

trend of the epidemic being effectively
controlled. On the prevention and treatment
of malaria, the number of the infected was
reduced from around 100,000 cases per
year in the 1990s to around 3000 cases per
year now, most of which being imported.
China is on the way from controlling the
spread of malaria to completely eliminating
the disease.

4. Reversing the trend of sustained loss
of environmental resources, increasing
the number of people with access to
safe drinking water by over 500 million,
and fully launching the government-
subsidized housing project

Over the past 15 years, in the spirit of being
highly responsible to mankind and to the
future, China has been implementing large-
scale ecological projects and achieving
impressive results. From 2000 to 2013,
China has planted 60.89 million hectares of
man-made forests. According to the result
of the 8th National Forest Inventory (2009-
2013), the forest area in China increased
from 175 million hectares during the 6th
National Forest Inventory (1999-2003) to
208 million hectares; the forest coverage
rate increased from 18.21% to 21.63%,
and the forest stock volume rose from
12.456 billion cubic meters to 15.137 billion
cubic meters. Through its fruitful tree-
planting plan, China has made important
contribution to slowing down the loss of
global forest resources. From 2005 to 2009,
land desertification in China was reduced
by 12,500 square kilometers, meaning
an annual reduction of 2,491 square
kilometers. China has achieved the goal of
“zero growth” in land desertification ahead
of schedule.

Since 2000, China has continuously
strengthened the construction of water

e



supply and sewage treatment facilities in
urban areas. By the end of 2013, water
supply service covered 706 million people
in urban areas, and 91.93% of the urban
population were enjoying concentrated
and unified water supply service. The
Chinese Government started to implement
the drinking water safety program in rural
areas in 2005. The water supply work in
rural areas realized a periodical transition,
namely from focusing on “overcoming
drinking difficulty” to “achieving drinking
safety”. By the end of 2014, the problem of

China’s progress towards the MDGs

Goals and targets

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Target 1A: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of

people whose income is less than $1.25 a day

Target 1B: Achieve full and productive employment and
decent work for all, including women and young people

Target 1C: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of

people who suffer from hunger

2000-2015 Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
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drinking water safety for 467 million rural
residents and 40.56 million school teachers
and students were solved. The proportion
of rural residents with access to unified
water supply increased from 38% in 2004 to
78% in 2014. Starting from 2008, China has
implemented a large-scale, government-
subsidized housing project. By the end of
2014, the government cumulatively had
helped over 40 million urban households
and 15.654 million poor rural households
to solve their difficulties in housing through
subsidies from central government budget.

Current situation

Already met
Basically met”

Already met

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

Target 2A: Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys

and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary

schooling

Already met

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Target 3A: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and

secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of

education no later than 2015

Already met

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Target 4A: Reduce by two thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the

under-five mortality rate

Already met

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Target 5A: Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality

ratio

Target 5: Achieve universal access to reproductive health

Already met

Basically met®

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Target 6A: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the

spread of HIV/AIDS

Target 6B: Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment for

HIV/AIDS for all those who need it

Target 6C: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the

incidence of malaria and other major diseases

Basically met®
Basically met

Basically met®

——i
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Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

Target 7A: Integrate the principles of sustainable development
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into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of

environmental resources

Target 7B: Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a

significant reduction in the rate of loss

Basically met®

Unfulfilled

Target 7C: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of the population

without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic

sanitation

Target 7D: Achieve, by 2020, a significant improvement in the
living conditions of around 100 million slum dwellers

Already met

Likely

Goal 8: Develop a goal partnership for development

Notes

@ By the end of 2014, the total number of employment in China was 772.53 million, and urban registered
unemployment rate was 4.09%. From 2003 to 2014, a total of 137 million new jobs were created in urban

areas.

@ In 2013, free basic technical services of family planning covered 100% of the registered residents in China,
and 96% of the migrant population; and the rate of systematic maternal management in China reached

89.5%.

@ In 2014, there were 104,000 newly reported cases of HIV/AIDS infected people and patients, with an
annual growth of 14.8%. The epidemic was generally controlled at a low level and the trend of fast growth
of incidence was curbed. The mortality rate of HIV/AIDS patients who meet treatment standard declined

from 33.1% in 2003 to 6.6% in 2013.

@ China started to offer free voluntary HIV/AIDS consultation and check in 2004, and put in place a HIV/AIDS
prevention and treatment service network covering the urban and rural areas in 2014.

(® The upward trend of tuberculosis has been effectively controlled. The incidence of malaria has been
reduced notably. But the incidence of chronic diseases has presented an upward trend in recent years.

® From 2000, China fully included the principle of sustainable development into the national economy and
social development planning and, as a result, the general situation of the ecological system has taken a
turn for the better, while the trend of continuous environmental degradation has been taken under control

preliminarily.

5. Offering support and help to over 120
developing countries to achieve their
MDGs under the framework of South-
South Cooperation within its capacity

As a responsible major developing country,
China has, within its capacity, constantly
increased its external assistance, especially
to the least developed countries and low-
income countries. Assistance has been
delivered through many channels including
construction projects, provision of ordinary
goods and materials, technology and
human resource development cooperation,
dispatching of foreign aid medical teams
and volunteers, emergency humanitarian
assistances, and provision of debt relief
to recipient countries. Over the past 60

years, China has provided more than RMB
400 billion in aid to 166 countries and
international organizations, and trained
more than 12 million talents of various
types for the recipient countries.

To meet the special needs of least
developed countries, China started,
from January 1st, 2015, to formally
implement the measures of offering zero-
tariff treatment to 97% of the tax item
products from least developed countries
with which it has diplomatic relations.
China has announced six times to cancel
unconditionally the due government zero-
interest loans for heavily indebted poor
countries and least developed countries,
totaling RMB 30 billion.

1 o A
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main approach to implement MDGs

1. Taking development as the top
priority, and modernizing development
guidiance based on China’s reality

The Chinese Government considers
development as the key to address the
major issues of the country, and therefore
puts development as the top priority in
state governance. Over the past 15 years,
the Chinese Government and people have
taken into consideration both their national
and international circumstances to build a
deeper understanding of development. As
a result, a series of new ideas have been
developed, such as the Scientific Outlook
on Development, completing the building
a moderately prosperous society in all
respects, and ecological conservation.
In recent years, China has included the
ecological conservation into the Five-in-
One overall plan of the socialist cause with
Chinese characteristics, and strived to
enhance ecological conservation and build
a beautiful China.

2. Formulating and implementing mid-
and-long-term national development
strategies and integrating the MDGs
as an obligatory indicator into national
planning

The Chinese Government formulates
sequentially the five-year national plans
according to the needs of economic

and social development in the different
periods. The government clearly sets
objectives and tasks, mobilizes various
resources for the implementation of these
plans and measures the performance
of local governments at various levels
as an important indicator of their overall
performance. Bearing in mind the MDGs
and the needs of domestic development,
China has also made a series of specific
development plans to effectively promote
the development of relevant sectors.
Those specific plans include: Outline for
Development-oriented Poverty Reduction
for China’s Rural Areas, Outline on Mid-
and-Long-Term Food Security in China,
Outline on the Mid-and-Long-Term Science
and Technology Development Plan in
China, Outline on Mid-and-Long-Term
Educational Reform and Development
Plan in China, National Action Plan for
the Development of Women in China,
Programme on Development of Heath Care
in China, Programme on Development
of Forestry in China, and Programme on
Drinking Water Safety in the Rural Areas in
China.

3. Setting up a sound legal and
institutional system and mobilizing the
participation of the entire society across
the board

According to the needs to implement

——£




Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
. Development Goals 2000-2015

|

the MDGs and other major national
development strategies, the Chinese
Government has successively
promulgated and amended dozens of
laws and regulations such as the Law on
Compulsory Education, Law on Protection
of Women’s Rights and Interests, Law on
Labor Contract, Law on Prevention and
Control of Epidemic Diseases, and Law on
Environmental Protection, and developed a
host of policy measures. Through an active
guidance, multilateral cooperation, publicity
and other means, a multi-layer mechanism
has been established with the government
playing a leading role together with a wide
participation of different sectors of the
society. Charity activities such as “Project
Hope”' and “Chunlei Plan”also play an
active role in helping China to realize the
MDGs.

4. Strengthening capacity building
through the implementation of pilot
programmes

The Chinese Government attaches great
importance to achieving the MDGs through
scientific innovation and its application.
Over the past 15 years, the Chinese
Government has developed targeted
national plans on the development of
science and technology such as the
“National Programme on Science and
Technology for Grain Harvest”, “Programme
on Innovation of New Medicines”, and
“Programme on Pollution Control and
Treatment for Water Bodies”. Besides, it
has also carried out special activities such
as “Special Programme on Benefiting the

People through Science and Technology”,
“Special Commissioners System in Science
and Technology”, and “Programme 110
on Agricultural Technologies” to promote
the application of science and technology.
Based on the requirements for promoting
sustainable development and achieving
the MDGs, the Chinese Government has
promoted the creation of pilot areas for
sustainable development, exploring a series
of models that can balance economic,
social and environmental development
while be applicable to different regions,
thus contributing to the achievement of the
MDGs.

5. Strengthening external cooperation
and promoting mutual exchange of
development experience

The Chinese Government has always
implemented the MDGs with an open-
minded attitude. Over the past 15 years,
through comprehensive dialogues,
broad exchanges and various forms of
cooperation mechanisms, the Chinese
Government and foreign government
agencies, international organizations,
business sectors, research and consultative
institutions, and civil society organizations
have shared experiences and lessons with
each another, and jointly promoted the
realization of the MDGs.

1. Project Hope is a Chinese public service project organized by the China Youth Development Foundation (CYDF) and the Communist Youth League
(CYL) Central Committee. Started in 1989, it aims to improve educational facilities and improve teaching quality in poorer regions. By the end of 2004,
Project Hope has raised over RMB 5.6 billion in funds; financed education of more than 3,400,000 poor rural students; and built 15940 "Hope Primary

Schools", which consists of 2.5% of all the rural primary schools in China.

A
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development strategies for the future

China has achieved impressive progress
in implementing the MDGs, but the gap
between China and the developed countries
cannot be overlooked. At present, the per
capita GDP of China is still lower than the
global average level, and stands less than
one fifth of the average level of developed
countries. According to the poverty line
indicator of 2 US dollars a day defined by
the World Bank, China still had 250 million
poverty-stricken people in 2011. Poverty
reduction remains an arduous task. China
is still in the stage of fast industrialization
and urbanization, and the lack of
comprehensiveness in development as well
as insufficiency in balance and coordination
among different regions remains an
outstanding issue. Generally speaking,
China is still a developing country, and such
status is not likely to change in the near
future.

Looking ahead, the Chinese Government
will continue to keep focus on its national
needs, actively adapting to and leading the
new normal in economic development, and
putting greater efforts to comprehensively
deepen the reform and complete the
building of a moderately prosperous
society in all respects, so as to realize
the “Chinese dream” of state prosperity,
national rejuvenation and happiness of
the people. The Chinese Government
will also further expand and deepen
international development cooperation
within its capabilities and play an active and

constructive role for jointly implementing
the Post-2015 Development Agenda. In the
future, China will adhere to the following
development strategies:

1. Accelerating the improvement of
socialist market economy and promoting
inclusive growth

China will adhere to and enhance the basic
economic system of keeping the public
ownership as the mainstay of the economy
and allowing diverse forms of ownership
to develop side by side. It will accelerate
the development of a modern market
system, macro-adjustment system, and
an open economy, allowing the market to
play a decisive role in resource allocation
and the government to better play its role.
It will keep to the Chinese-style path of
promoting harmonized development of
industrialization, IT application, urbanization
and agricultural modernization. It will
implement the strategy of innovation-driven
development, and promote innovation with
a global perspective. It will strive to remove
major structural barriers to sustained and
sound economic development, with a focus
on improving the demand mix and the
industrial structure, promoting balanced
development between regions and
advancing urbanization. It will strengthen
coordination in urban and rural development
and promote common prosperity between
urban and rural areas.

——ﬁ
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2. Innovating social governance system
and promoting harmonious development
of the society

Efforts will be accelerated to set up a
sustained basic public service system that
covers both urban and rural areas and with
the government playing the leading role;
a system of modern social organizations
in which functions of the government
are separated from those of social
organizations, rights and responsibilities are
clearly established, and social organizations
exercise autonomy in accordance with the
law; and a social management mechanism
that resolves public complaints at the
source, exercises dynamic administration,
and responds to emergencies. The
Government will promote equal opportunity
in education. It will implement a strategy of
putting quality employment first and a more
proactive employment policy. It will increase
the share of work remuneration in primary
distribution. It will improve the tax relief
system for charity donations to support
the development of charity causes. It will
accelerate the building of social system on
old-age care and develop old-age service
industry to actively respond to population
aging. It will improve the caring and service
system for rural left-behind children,
women, and old people, the protection
of the rights and interests of people with
disabilities, and category-based assurance
system for children in difficulties. The
Chinese government is comprehensively
accomplishing a social security system
and health insurance system that cover
urban and rural residents. Currently, the
social security system of China covers the
medical and old-age care areas. China
will continue to carry forward vigorously,
enhance social security levels, make overall
plans and coordinate, so as to expand

the coverage of the system. Meanwhile,
the Chinese government will step up data
collection and analysis concerning gender
equality issues in fields like education and
employment, with the purpose of achieving
gender equality in employment and labor
market.

3. Enhancing ecological conservation
and building a beautiful country

China will accelerate the establishment
of a systematic and sound ecological
conservation system, implement a strict
source protection system, a damage
compensation system, and a responsibility
tracing system while improving
environmental governance and ecological
rehabilitation systems. It will implement
the strategy of functional zones, establish
a warning mechanism for monitoring
the affordability of the resources and
environment, and establish a “red line”
for ecological protection. It will accelerate
the reform on prices for natural resources
and resource products, and establish a
pay-for-use and compensation system
reflecting the scarcity of resources and
recognizing ecological values. Efforts
will be made to develop the market on
environmental protection by introducing
systems on energy conservation, carbon
emission right, sewage discharge right, and
water right trading, and establish a market-
based mechanism to attract the input of
social capital into the protection of the
ecological environment. It will put in place
a sound management system to strictly
monitor the discharge of all pollutants,
and independently conduct environmental
monitoring, administration and law
enforcement.



4. Strengthening international
development cooperation, and working
with the world to tackle challenges
and share development opportunities,
achievements and experience

China will develop close cooperation
with the international community to
jointly safeguard a free, open and non-
discriminatory global trade system, promote
Doha Round negotiations, and promote the
establishment of an international financial
system that is fair, just, inclusive and orderly.
It will work with the international community
to actively respond to global challenges
such as large-scale epidemics, terrorism,
natural disasters, and climate change, and
conduct international cooperation to fight
corruption. Under the framework of South-
South Cooperation, China will provide
support to other developing countries in
implementing the Post-2015 Development
Agenda through the establishment of the
Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road, as well as the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB),
and the Silk Road Fund.
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Goal 1: Eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger

Summary

% The poverty-stricken people in China decreased by 439 million, from 689 million in
1990 to 250 million in 2011. China has made great contributions to the global poverty
reduction efforts.

% The number of employed people in China was 773 million in 2014, and that among
urban population was 393 million. From 2003 to 2014, altogether 137 million new jobs
were created in urban areas, whose registered unemployment rate over the past ten
years was kept below 4.3%.

% The number of people with malnutrition in China made up 23.9% of its entire population
from 1990 to 1992, which declined to 10.6% from 2012 to 2014. China’s underweight
children accounted for 19.1% of all children under five in 1990, which declined to 3.6%
in 2010, down by 81.2%. Prevalence of stunting among children under-five years old
dropped from 33.4% in 1990 to 9.9 percent in 2010, down by 70.4%.



Target 1A:
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Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people
whose income is less than $ 1.25 a day

1. Current situation

China has achieved the UN target of
halving the proportion of poor people
ahead of schedule. The poverty-stricken
people in China decreased by 439 million,
from 689 million in 1990 to 250 million in
2011. China has made great contributions
to the global poverty reduction efforts.

While working hard to address
poverty in its own country, the
Chinese Government has also actively
participated in global poverty reduction
cooperation. Since 2007, the Chinese
Government and the UN system in China
have co-hosted the Poverty Reduction and
Development Forum on the International
Day for the Eradication of Poverty each
year on October 17th. In addition, it has
actively participated in global, regional and
bilateral exchanges and cooperation for
poverty reduction, signing poverty reduction
cooperation agreements with more than
ten developing countries in Asia, Africa and
Latin America to enhance experience and
knowledge sharing on poverty reduction.
In 2014, the Chinese Government put
forward “East Asia Cooperation Initiative
on Poverty Reduction”, released together
with the African Union (AU) the Guideline
for China-Africa Cooperation in Poverty

Reduction, and actively promoted
exchange and cooperation with Latin
America under the China-CELAC Forum.
The Chinese Government has conducted
poverty reduction cooperation with world
nonprofit charitable organizations. In 2011,
the Ministry of Science and Technology
of China cooperated with Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation in Africa to solve
the local poverty problems. Under the
scheme of both sides, projects such as
new species of green super rice, animal
vaccine, and small scale teff landed in
Africa. 130 scientists from Asia and Africa
participated in the green super rice project,
and the improved varieties underwent
demonstrative experiment in 8 target
countries surrounding the Sahara desert.

2. Government support

Attaching high importance to poverty
reduction, and incorporating poverty
reduction into its general planning on
economic and social development and
annual plans. The Chinese Government
has always taken poverty reduction as an
important part of its general planning for
national economy and social development,
giving priority to poverty reduction in its
budgetary allocation, and better enforcing
its policies on poverty reduction. Since
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2000, the Government has formulated and
implemented the Outline for Development-
oriented Poverty Reduction for China’s
Rural Areas (2001-2010) and the Outline for
Development-oriented Poverty Reduction
for China’s Rural Areas (2011-2020), and
significantly raised the poverty line in the
country. Since 2013, China has made it
clear that it would declare war on poverty
with clearer goals, stronger measures
and more effective actions, and must
not pass down poverty from generation
to generation. In 2014, the Chinese
Government introduced a nationwide
poverty reduction strategy of combining
program of “Precise Poverty Reduction”,
“Regional Poverty Reduction through
Development” and “social guarantee”.
From 2000 to 2014, the Chinese central
government earmarked altogether RMB
296.6 billion for poverty reduction, with an
average annual increase of 11.46%.

Setting up a sound policy system for
poverty reduction, and actively carrying
out the work in different sectors. Leading
Groups for Poverty Reduction with broad
multi-sector participation are well in place at
central and local governments, with specific
agencies being set up for organizing and
carrying out poverty reduction work. Key

areas for central government support in
poverty reduction are determined and
readjusted according to the distribution of
the poor people. A holistic approach has
been adopted, in which the advantages
of relevant government departments are
unleashed, based on the reality of the
poor regions. The main poverty reduction
measures include: applying agricultural
technologies, enhancing transport
conditions, improving water facilities,
addressing people’s access to electricity,
renovating dilapidated housing in rural
areas, reducing poverty through the
application of science and technologies,
developing social assistance system (i.e.
minimum subsistence allowance and
social relief), bettering environment for
poor regions, relocating the poor and
implementing the job-for-relief policy
‘where the government invests to build
rural infrastructure facilities and people
there participate in the projects and acquire
remunerations for their work”. From 2000
to 2014, a total of RMB 84 billion has been
invested and over RMB 10 billion has
been paid to needed people engaged in
the construction as their remunerations.
As for the people suffering from unlivable
conditions, a relocation program has been
implemented based on their own will to help
them out of poverty. From 2001 to 2014, a
total of RMB 30.8 billion has been allocated
from the central government budget as
subsidies, through which 5.88 million poor
people have been relocated. At the same
time, the Government takes into account in
its general planning for poverty reduction
ethnic minorities, women, children, and
people with disabilities, giving them priority
to access job places.




Developing the inclusiveness of market
mechanism and ensuring that economic
growth benefits more poor people.
Through the reform of appraisal and
assessment mechanism for poor counties,
introduction of precise poverty reduction
mechanism, introducing the mechanism for
government functionaries to stay at village,
improvement of mechanism for managing
poverty-reduction fund, and innovation of
finance for poverty reduction, the dividend
from reforming the poverty-reduction
mechanism shall be gradually unleashed
and distribution and utilization of poverty-
reduction resources shall be gradually
improved. In 2014, by establishing
archives China has introduced a poverty
identification mechanism for each of its
poor villages and poor households. Such
an effort has basically covered all poor
villages in China.

Mobilizing the entire society into the
poverty-reduction efforts whereby
the government, market and society
collaborate in fighting poverty. In 2014,
the Chinese Government designated
October 17th as China’s “Poverty Reduction
Day”, and built an institutional platform
for various players in society including
private enterprises, civil institutions, non-
profit organizations and individuals to
participate in poverty-reduction efforts. At
present, there are nearly 170,000 entities
in the country that are offering targeted
assistance to 174,000 villages to shake off
poverty. The 18 better-developed provinces
and cities in eastern China are helping
10 poor western provinces, autonomous
regions and municipalities to fight poverty.
Many international organizations such
as the World Bank, Asian Development
Bank (ADB), United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) have also organized
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various poverty reduction programs or
activities in China, which have accelerated
China’s poverty-reduction process.

3. Trends and challenges

China still has a large poor population.
By 2014, China still has 70.17 million
poverty-stricken rural people according to
the rural poverty alleviation line (RMB 2,300
per year for each resident at 2010 constant
price) set by the Chinese Government.
Based on the World Bank poverty line
(USD 2/day), China had 250 million poor
population in 2011. China still faces serious
challenges to fight poverty.

The problems for poor groups with
particular needs remain striking. The
contiguous areas with special difficulties
are troubled with such problems as fragile
ecological environment, special social
formation, insufficient public services, and
serious endemic diseases, which make
poverty reduction more difficult and costly.

Pressure to prevent people from sliding
back into poverty is high. The poor
areas are five times more likely to be hit by
natural disasters than the national average
level. Meanwhile, people live in these areas
also face social pressure and economic
risks besides natural disasters, which can
very easily drag their lives into poverty.

=




Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
. Development Goals 2000-2015

Poverty reduction through the application of science and technology is an important
part of China’s poverty-reduction work. Over the years, competent government
departments at various levels support and encourage scientists and technicians to
carry out research focusing on the common key technologies concerning economic
and social development of poor regions. At the same time, through the introduction
of “Spark Plan” and talent support plan for remote poor regions, boundary ethnic
minority regions, and old revolutionary areas, and by encouraging scientists and
technicians to start up businesses in rural areas, modern factors such as talent,
technology, management, information and capital are flowing in favor of poor
regions. Incomplete statistics show that about 8000 programmes of poverty reduction
through the application of science and technology have been implemented in
various parts of the country since the 10th Five-Year Plan period. In this period over
12,000 pilot projects have been enhanced, while RMB 20 billion of investment has
been contributed from various sectors. The efforts have led to an annual increase
of RMB 46 billion of output, and a transfer of 1.2 million working people. Such a
“blood-making” poverty reduction is a fundamental policy to help relevant regions to
shake off poverty and achieve prosperity, and has made positive contribution to the
realization of MDGs.

|
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Achieve full and productive employment and decent work
for all, including women and young people.

1. Current situation

The overall number of employed people
keeps growing and the employment ratio
in urban areas has steadily increased.
Since 2000, China has witnessed
fast economic growth and continuous
improvement of labor productivity. In
2014, China’s GDP reached RMB 63.6
trillion, which was 6.5 times that of 2000.
The overall labor productivity was RMB
72,313 per person, an increase of 7%

compared with that of the previous year.
Fast economic growth has underpinned
continuous growth of jobs. In 2014,
altogether 773 million people in China were
employed, including 393 million from urban
areas. Between 2003 and 2014, altogether
137 million new jobs were created in
urban areas. Over the past ten years, the
urban registered unemployment rate has
remained below 4.3%. 170 million people
were covered by unemployment insurance
in 2014.

The ratio between the number of employed people in the urban areas and the overall number

of employed people in the whole country
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—— The ratio between the number of employed people
in the urban areas and the overall number of employed people
in the whole country (%)

Source: China Statistical Year Book 2014 and Statistics on China’s Economic and Social Development 2014
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The number of women employed and
sectors they enter have kept growing.
A growing number of women are now
working as important players in technology
and knowledge intensive sectors such
as computer, communication, finance
and insurance. Among the professionals
and technicians in the fields of health
technology, education, accounting,
statistics, translation, books, library and
exhibition, and broadcasting, the ratio of
women is higher than men. In 2014, the
number of employed women made up
44.8% in the entire employment in the
country. In 2012, the ratio of women among
senior professionals and technicians in
the economic sectors of public ownership
was 35.7%, which has achieved the goal
set in Outline on Women’s Development
in China (2011-2020) ahead of schedule.
Over 21% of the women started up their
own businesses, and the number of women
entrepreneurs makes up about 25% of the
total entrepreneurs in China.

The employment among the youth has
steadily increased and their passion to
start up their own businesses is very
high. Since 2000, the number of college
graduates in China has been growing,
and the employment rate is also growing
steadily. There were 1.01 million college
graduates in 2000, with the primary
employment rate being 65.0%. In 2014,
there were 7.13 million college and post-
graduate graduates, with the primary
employment rate being 77.5%, and the
primary employment rate for college
graduates exceeds 70% for 12 consecutive
years. China introduced a plan for training
college students for business start-up and
innovation in 2010, which has by far seen
the participation of 220,000 college students
in over 80,000 training programmes and
practices for innovation and start-up. The
vocational and technical schools in China
provide nearly 10 million technical and
skilled personnel to the society every year,
and offer training to 200 million person-time.

The number of college graduates in China and the employment rate in the year

employment rate (%)
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200,

mmm The number of college graduates (unit: 10 thousand )
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Source: Ministry of Education, People’s Republic of China (PRC)
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Among the newly created jobs, 60% are
taken by the graduates of vocational and
technical schools. The employment rate
of secondary vocational school graduates
has maintained a level of over 95% for 9
consecutive years, and that of vocational
colleges graduates reached 90% half a
year after their graduation. In the fast-
growing sectors of manufacturing, high-
speed rail, urban rail traffic, civil aviation,
modern logistics, e-commerce, tourism
service and information service, over 70%
of the newly employed people are from
vocational schools.

2. Government support

Attaching high importance to
employment and implementing a
proactive employment policy. The
Chinese Government has issued a host of
policy measures to promote employment,
and implemented a more proactive
employment policy, creating jobs across
the country. It encourages people to find
jobs and start their own businesses through

policies of tax relief and guarantee for
small loans and through the mechanism
of “innovation and start-up for all” to allow
more people to start their own businesses.
Further, it also supports people to find
jobs through, for instance, employment
aid policies such as offering social welfare
jobs and social insurance subsidies.
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It also improves people vocational
skills offering subsidies for vocational
training and vocational skill identification.
Besides, free employment services are
provided by improving public employment
services. China endeavors to build an
institutional environment featuring “public
entrepreneurship and people’s innovation”,
facilitate the growth and expansion of
small and micro businesses and help more
people start their own activities.

Accelerating the training for high-
quality labors and skilled talents to
support economic development and
full employment. In 2003, a mechanism
for the enhancement of vocational training
was set up. It consists of government
subsidies to vocational training allocated by
transferred payment. Through the launch
of nationwide programmes such as skill
rejuvenation campaign, new technician
training plan, and special campaign on
employment for unemployed college
graduates, the capability of skilled labors
on employment, working and job transfer
has been constantly improved. In 2014,
a total of 19.35 million people received
training in the country, including 8.24 million
women, 860,000 college graduates, and
840,000 graduates from junior and senior
high schools that were not recruited in
higher level schools and could receive a
preliminary job training. The number of
skilled labor force keeps expanding and the
structure appears more balanced.

Promoting employment and start-up of
women through multiple channels, and
guaranteeing women’s equal access
to employment in accordance with law.
The government strengthens employment
service and public employment service
institutions provide targeted employment
services and assistance for women to enter

——é
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The change of the scale and structure of skilled labor force in China

2004 2009 2014

I?ktl)”ed Number Proportion Number Proportion Number
o Portion unit: 10,000 ~°POM (it 10,000

(unit: 10,000 o o
people) {1 people) (k) people)

Proportion
(%)

Total 15729.8
SN 60 0.69 85.4 0.80 145.6 0.9
technicians
Technicians K] 3.44 423.5 3.98 612.4 3.9
Senior 1500 17.20 2122 19.93 | 33785 214
workers
Secondary 3140 36.01 4300 40.38 6189.8 39.4
workers
Junior 3720 42.66 3719 3492 | 54035 34.4
workers

Source: Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security, PRC

expanding various channels for women
to apply and have access to loans, thus
encouraging and supporting the starting
of their business. It is stated in the Law
on Employment Promotion that when
recruiting people, employers must not reject
women or raise recruitment requirements
for women using gender as an excuse.
The Special Rules on Labor Protection of
Women Workers readjusts the scope of
work where women were not allowed to
enter, and thus has been better enforced.
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villages”, and “Plan on special post for rural
teachers”. It offers employment guidance,
employment services, vocational training
and internship by organizing activities such
as the “Plan on employment promotion
for unemployed college graduates” and
“Helping female college graduates in
employment and business start-up”, so as
to help the unemployed college graduates
who are willing to work to realize their
employment or fulfill their preparation for the
employment. It also provides business start-
up services, implements start-up support
policies and enhances start-up capabilities
of college graduates through activities
such as “Plan on employment guidance for
college graduates”. The government gives
assistance to the college graduates for
business start-up through comprehensive
policies in six areas: popularization of the
start-up education, enhancement of the
start-up training, faciliatation on the related
business registration service and bank
account opening, multi-channel financial
support, providing operational sites for
start-up businesses and enhancing public
services for starting a business.

3. Trends and challenges

There is still a huge pressure to create
jobs. China faces the problems of a huge
demand of its working population for full
employment, an excessive size of the labor
force, and insufficiency in terms of the
quality of the labor force, all of which are
challenges for the foreseeable future. As the
economy is facing growing uncertainties,
the impact of economic transformation
and subsequent readjustments of the
labor market cannot be neglected. In the
process of urbanization, China still faces
tremendous challenge of transferring
surplus rural labors and creating jobs for
unemployed urban residents. Informal
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employment will pose a huge challenge for
decent employment in China and the sound
development of economy.

The environment for the general
public to innovate and start their
own businesses also remains to be
improved. China still faces the problems
of a relatively underdeveloped environment
for business start-ups, unsmooth financing
channels for start-ups, regional imbalance
in innovation and start-ups, and insufficient
understanding of the opportunities of
innovation and entrepreneurial activities by
the entire society.

Gender discrimination remains in
the employment of women and the
youth. In comparison, more women are
employed at a lower and auxiliary level.
The income gap between men and women
still exists. Women with disabilities still face
severe discrimination in their access to
employment. The structural problem of skill
mismatching between supply and demand
shall be solved by transforming the talents
training mode and other means.
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Target 1C:

Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people

who suffer from hunger

1. Current situation

China has achieved the goal of halving
the proportion of people who suffer
from hunger ahead of schedule. The
number of people with malnutrition in
China between 2012 and 2014 dropped
by 138.1 million compared to that between
1990 and 1992, and the proportion of the
population with malnutrition to the entire
population dropped from 23.9% between
1990 and 1992 to 10.6% between 2012
and 2014, down by 55.6%. China has
made great contribution to the achievement
of the global goal of halving the proportion
of people who suffer from hunger, and
was awarded by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) in
2014.

Children’s nutritional level has been
significantly raised. China’s underweight
children accounted for 3.6 % of all children
under five in 2010, down by 81.2% than the
ratio of 19.1% in 1990. The stunting rate
dropped from 33.4% in 1990 to 9.9% in

2010, a decline of 70.4%. The situation of
micronutrient deficiencies during childhood
is also alleviated. The prevalence of
anemia among children under 5 declined
from 19.3% in 2005 to 12.6% in 2010. The
target of eliminating iodine deficiency was
realized at the national level in 2011, and
rickets caused by vitamin D deficiency has
become rare in hospital records.

Grain supply has steadily increased and
the dietary structure has been improved.
The annual per capita grain possession
was 393.1 kg, 366.1 kg and 408.7 kg
respectively in the year 1990, 2000 and
2010, stayed above 400kg/year after
2010, and reached 445kg/year in 2014.
Along with the increase in food energy, the
Chinese people’s dietary structure is also
improving. The consumption of grain and
root crops is decreasing while the intake of
food from animal sources (especially meat
from domesticated animals, dairy products,
eggs and aqua products) shows an upward
trend.
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The underweight rate of China’s children under five and the growth retardation rate (%)
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Chinese people’s dietary structure in 1990

Chinese people’s dietary structure in 2013 (%)
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2. Government support

Formulating special national plan on food
production. The Chinese Government
views the grain production as the
most important task of its agricultural
modernization, implements the most strict
protection systems for farmland, and
spares no effort in strengthening its support
and protection of grain production. It has
promulgated policy documents such as
the Outline of National Mid-and-Long-term

Plan on Food Security (2008-2020), the
Production Capability Planning for Another
50 Billion Kilograms of Grain Nationwide
(2009-2020), Outline on China’s Food and
Nutritional Development (2014-2020), and
National Plan on Developing Food-Efficient
Animal Husbandry (2011-2020), all of
which have offered important guarantee for
ensuring food security and improving food
structure.

Strengthening innovation and information
services in agricultural science and
technology. The Chinese Government
has arranged a host of technological
programmes such as the “National
Scientific and Technological Project for
Grain Harvest” that aimed at improving
food production capacity. China has
set up a five-tiered service network for
applying agricultural technology covering
the national, provincial, prefectural, county




and township levels. Starting from 2008,
the Ministry of Science and Technology
have been working with other departments
to promote information application on
agricultural science and technology by
using the unified national number of “Spark
Science and Technology 12396”, so that
science and technology can serve for the
enhancement of the overall agricultural
production capacity.

Sparing no effort to improving nutritional
level of children. The Chinese Government
signed the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, established the children-first
principle, and passed the National Plan
of Action for the Development of Chinese
Children (2001-2010) and the National Plan
of Action for the Development of Chinese
Children (2011-2020). It has introduced
the Act on Maternal and Child Health Care
and its implementation measures. Further,
it carried out a series of child nutrition
intervention measures like launching Baby-
Friendly Hospital programme, starting a
campaign to eliminate anemia in infants
and children, implementing an action
plan for iodine deficiency prevention. The
government has also implemented the
plan to enhance nutrition for rural children
receiving compulsory education, improved
facilities in school dining halls, introduced
nutritional meals, and gradually increased
food allowances.

3. Trends and challenges

It remains a huge pressure to ensure
food security. China faces acute problems
brought by a large population, less
land and insufficient water resources.
The comparative returns of agricultural
production remain low. And there will be
great challenges and difficulties in the
future for China to ensure its food security
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and sufficient supply of major agricultural
products by relying on domestic conditions.
Given the large population base, there
were still 150.8 million people in China with
malnutrition between 2012 and 2014.

There are significant differences between
urban and rural areas in terms of the
nutritional status of children and it also
differs among regions. In rural areas,
especially poor rural areas, child nutrition
problems are more prominent and
challenging. The prevalence of underweight
and stunting among rural children is about
3 to 4 times that of urban children, and the
figure in poor rural areas is twice that of
other rural areas. About 20% of children
under five in poor areas still suffered from
stunting in 2010. Children’s nutritional
status in rural areas is more likely to be
affected by adverse economic conditions
and unexpected events, and the foundation
for improvement is shaky.

The nutritional status of migrant and left-
behind children needs to be improved.
In 2010, the number of Chinese migrant
workers reached 221 million, and over 15
million children under five were left behind
in rural areas. A large number ofchildren
migrating together with their parents. Due
to poor living conditions and low level of
education received by the guardians of
the children, the migrant and left-behind
children face malnutrition of different
degrees.

——Q
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Goal 2: Achieve universal
primary education

Summary

% China has fully implemented nine-year free compulsory education, with the net
enrolment rate of primary-school-age children increasing from 99.1% in 2000 to 99.8%
in 2014, and illiteracy rate dropping from 6.7% in 2000 to 4.1% in 2014. The school
conditions in some rural areas have been notably improved, and the educational
system towards special groups is better established.



Target 2A:
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Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls
alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary

schooling

1. Current situation

China has achieved the goal of realizing
universal primary education by 2015
ahead of schedule. By the end of 2011,
the two targets of universal nine-year
compulsory education and basic elimination
of illiteracy among the adolescents were
achieved in all county-level administrative
units, covering 100% of its population.
In 2014, the net enrolment rate among
primary school-age children reached
99.8%. The illiteracy rate dropped from
6.7% in 2000 to 4.1% in 2014; illiteracy rate
among the adolescents down from 2.8% in
2000 to 1.0% in 2014; and the gap between
boys and girls in the years of education
they received was narrowed from 1.3 years
in 2000 to 0.8 years in 2014.

Fully achieving free compulsory
education. The Chinese Government
has progressed towards free compulsory
education in a phased and planned way.
Tuition and miscellaneous fees, textbook
fees, as well as accommodation fees
for boarding students are exempted for
compulsory education in all rural areas
and living subsidies are granted to poor
boarding students. Since 2008, compulsory
education tuition and miscellaneous fees
have also been exempted in urban areas.
Thus, free compulsory education has been
basically realized in both urban and rural
areas.

Notable progress has been made in
promoting compulsory education in
rural areas. Through the rural boarding
school programme, a total of 8,300 schools
have been built or renovated, meeting the
boarding needs of nearly 2 million students
from mountainous areas, animal husbandry
areas, plateau areas and other remote
and needed areas. Through the temporary
dormitory programme for rural teachers, a
total of 250,000 temporary dormitory units
have been built for teachers. The living
allowances for rural teachers has benefited
552,600 rural teachers.Through the
programme of improving school conditions
in the stage of compulsory education for
poor regions, the basic school conditions
for 1500 counties have been improved. All
these efforts have further narrowed the gap
in educational development among different
regions and between the urban areas and
rural areas, greatly promoted educational
equity, and effectively guaranteed the
right of school-age children to receive
compulsory education.
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The net enroliment rate among Chinese primary school-age children (%)
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The system for special education
has been gradually improved and the
professional quality of the educational
team has been steadily raised. Statistics
show that in 2000, there were 1539 special
schools in China, with an enroliment of
377,600 students that were blind, deaf or
with mental retardation, a total of 43,700
teachers and staff including 32,000 full-
time teachers. In 2014, there were
2000 special schools in China, with an
enrollment of 395,000 students that were
blind, deaf or with mental retardation, a
total of 57,000 teachers and staff including
48,000 full-time teachers. In 2014, there
were 48,125 special education teachers,
and 28,679 of them hold bachelor degrees
or above, accounting for 59.6%. So far,
there are 11 normal universities in China
that have set up pilot training programs of
special education for Master of Education,
and nearly 100 high-level teachers with
combined professional background of
“discipline + special education” graduate
from those programs every year. Since
2012, the Ministry of Education established
a training program for key special education
teachers in the “National Training Plan”,
and the program has been receiving

more and more emphasis each year.
The 2013-2014 “National Training Plan”
demonstrative programs trained more
than 3,700 key special edcation teachers
for 10 consecutive days, which covered
2 key teachers of each special education
schools in China, so that a batch of
seed teachers were fostered through the
program. Next, China plans to further
strengthen the training of special education
teachers. The 2015 “National Training Plan”
demonstrative program will train 1,900
key special education teachers, and it will
further enhance the overall quality of the
teaching staff of special education.

2. Government support

Strengthening legal guarantee. In 2006,
The Law on Compulsory Education
enacted in 1986 was amended and
promulgated, the new law upholds the
principle of gender equality and further
clarifies that all school-age children and
adolescents, regardless of their gender and
ethnic group, shall have the right to enjoy
equal access to compulsory education.
It has also established the compulsory
education management system and funding
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system, instituted a compulsory education
supervision mechanism and provided
legal basis for the healthy development of
compulsory education.

Deepening the reform of the funding
mechanism and increasing fiscal input.
Starting from 2006, China established a
funding mechanism for rural compulsory
education featuring programmes carried
out and funded proportionally by central
and local governments by the principle
of “clarified responsibilities at all levels,
costs shared by central and local
governments, increasing financial input
and implementation step by step”. The
funding mechanism provide strong financial
support and ensure a greatly improved
fiscal guarantee for compulsory education
in rural areas. Statistics show that in 2012,
the earmarked budgets for education
nationwide totaled RMB 2.77 trillion and
the national budgetary expenditure for
education was RMB 2.22 trillion, making up
4.28% of China’s GDP for the year. China
has achieved the 4% target as listed in its
Outline on Education Development, which
is a milestone in its history of educational
development.

Boosting balanced development of
compulsory education. The Chinese
Government takes balanced development
as its strategic mission for compulsory
education in the new era, for which
the State Council has issued specific
guidelines and the Ministry of Education
has signed MOUs with local provinces
on balanced development of compulsory
education, urging local governments
to run every school well, focus on the
healthy development of every child, and
intensify efforts to improve conditions for
rural schools and disadvantaged schools.
By doing this, the government aims at
fully improving the quality of compulsory
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education, and narrowing the interschool,
interregional and urban-rural gap in
compulsory education.

Implementing major projects. The
Chinese Government has organized
and implemented a series of major
projects such as the rural boarding school
construction project, the e-learning project
for rural primary and secondary schools,
the renovation project of junior secondary
school buildings in central and western
rural regions, the primary and secondary
school building safety project and the
reconstruction project for disadvantaged
rural primary and secondary schools. All
these have greatly improved the teaching
conditions of rural schools that provide
compulsory education. In 2014, it started
the work to fully improve the basic teaching
conditions of disadvantaged rural primary
and secondary schools in poor rural areas,
aimed at making up for the deficiency and
addressing acute problems that exist in the
process of development.

Ensuring that disadvantaged groups
with difficulties have equal access to
compulsory education. The Chinese
Government endeavored to ensure that
disadvantaged groups with difficulties have
equal right to education when formulating
laws, regulations and policies. It urged
local governments to increase funding for
education , granting living allowances for
rural boarding students of the compulsory
education stage whose families have
financial difficulties, implementing nutrition
improvement plan for rural students
receiving compulsory education to enhance
their nutritional status, and substantially
increasing independent public expenditure
subsidies for compulsory education stage
special educational schools in rural areas.
It tries to ensure that migrant children, left-
behind children in rural areas, children
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Starting from the autumn semester in 2011, China launched a nutrition improvement
plan for rural students receiving compulsory education. By the end of 2014, the
central government arranged altogether RMB 47.2 billion of subsidies from its
budget for the plan, and allocated a fund of RMB 30 billion for school dining hall
construction, the two of which covered 134,000 schools from 1315 counties in 30
provinces, benefiting 32 million rural students receiving compulsory education. Three
consecutive years of monitoring shows that the boy and girl students aged between
six and fifteen who have nutrition meals are in average 0.4cm and 0.6cm taller,
and 0.3kg heavier. The prevalence of anemia among boy and girl students under 5
declined by 3.3 and 3.9 percentage points respectively, and the average score for
Chinese and mathematics of primary school pupils increased by 4.6 and 4.5 points.

with financial difficulties and children
with disabilities have equal access to
compulsory education.

3. Trends and challenges

There is still imbalance in the distribution
of quality educational resources.
There is an obvious gap among different
regions, between urban and rural areas
and between various schools in terms of
educational quality, and the contradiction
between people’s growing demand for
quality education and the shortage of its
supply remains outstanding. China still
faces a difficult task to promote educational
equity and balanced development of
compulsory education.

Educational input for vulnerable groups
needs to grow. With the acceleration of
urbanization, the problem of access of
left-behind children and migrant children
to compulsory education needs to be
addressed. Moreover, there are still many
school-age children with disabilities who
cannot receive compulsory education.
According to the Notice by the General
Office of China Disabled Persons
Federation and the General Office of
the Ministry of Education on School-
Age Children with Disabilities Who do
not Go to School in 2013, there were
78,174 registered school-age children with
disabilities who did not go to school.
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Goal 3: Promote gender
equality and empower women

Summary

% Since 2008, the net enrolment rate of primary schools has been above 99% for
both boys and girls. China has basically eliminated gender disparity in primary and
secondary school education.

% There are a growing number of women participating in politics. The proportion of
women among the delegates to the 12th National People’s Congress (2013), members
to the 12th CPPCC National Committee (2013), and delegates to the 18th National
Congress of the CPC (2012) was 23.4%, 17.8%, and 22.95% respectively, higher than
that of the previous session.
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Target 3A:

Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary
education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of
education no later than 2015

1. Current situation

China has achieved gender equality
in primary and secondary school
education. The Chinese Government
attaches great importance to gender
equality in education, places the
enhancement of girls’ access to compulsory
education at an important position, and it
has taken a host series of policy measures
to guarantee equal access, enrolment and

Difference in net enroliment rate between boys and girls in primary schools from 2000 to 2014
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retention for girls and boys to education.
In 2008, China fully realized nine-year free
compulsory education for urban and rural
areas, since then the net enrolment rate
of boy and girl students in primary schools
has stayed above 99%. Gender disparity
between boys and girls in their enrolment
rate has been fully eliminated. In 2014,
there were 32.458 million girl students in
secondary schools, accounting for 47.84%
of the total number of students there; and
43.7196 million girl students in primary
schools, accounting for 46.26% of the total
number of students there. The ratio of boy
to girl students in primary and secondary
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schools is basically consistent with the ratio
of school-age children between boys and
girls.

Ratio of enrolled girl students in different educational stages from 2000 to 2014
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A growing number of women are
participating in politics. China is the most
populous country in the world. In 2014, the
entire population of China was 1.368 billion,
among which the number of women was
667 million, making up 48.8% of the entire
population. Promoting gender equality
and women’s all-round development is
not only vital to China’s development
but also significant for the progress of
mankind. The Chinese Government makes
vigorous efforts to promote women's
political participation which it regards as
an important part of the gender equality
cause. The government actively selects
and cultivates female cadres, and
encourages more women to be included
into the decision-making group and leading
organizations at all levels. Currently, among

national leaders of China, six are women.
The proportion of women among deputies
to the 12th NPC was 23.4%, 17.8% among
members to the 12th CPPCC National
Committee, and 22.95% among the
delegates to the 18th National Congress
of the CPC, all of which were higher than
that of the previous session. Women’s
participation in politics at the grassroots
level has also been improving. In 2013,
among the members of the residents’
committees in China, the ratio of women
was 48.4%; and the proportion of women
in villagers’ committees and village party
committees that have female members
increased from 20% in 2008 to 93.64% in
2013, with some provinces having women
members to the committees in each of its
village.
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2. Government support

Improving laws and regulations that are
conducive to education equality among
men and women and safeguarding the
rights and interests of women. The Law
on Compulsory Education amended and
promulgated in 2006 further clarifies that
all school-age children and adolescents,
regardless of their gender and ethnic

group, shall have the right to enjoy equal
access to compulsory education, and it has
also established a compulsory education
supervision mechanism, thus provide legal
guarantee for improving gender equality in
primary and secondary school education.
China has constantly improved its laws
for promoting women’s development
and guaranteeing women’s rights and
interests. There are now over 100 laws
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and regulations which are based on the
Constitution, and focus on protection of
women’s rights and interests, including the
Law on Employment Promotion, Law on
Labor Contract, and Special Regulation on
Labor Protection of Women Employees.

The Law against Domestic Violence has
been drafted and come into legislative
procedures. All of these have offered
fundamental guarantee for women’s
development and protection of their rights.

523,000 girls.

To help all girls who drop out of school to continue with their education, the China
Children and Teenagers’ Fund (CCTF) launched the Spring Bud Plan in 1989, aimed
at gathering strength from the entire society to solve the practical difficulties of
girls from poor families in poor areas as well as left-behind children in their life and
education. As of the end of 2014, the Spring Bud Plan had cumulatively raised a
total of over RMB 1.458 billion of donation from the society, helping more than 2.517
million poor girls to go back to or retain in schools, building 1,154 Spring Bud primary
schools and vocational training centers, and providing practical technical training for

Formulating the Programme for
Development of Chinese Women.
Since 1995, China has formulated
and implemented three rounds of the
Programme for the Development of
Chinese Women for 1995-2000, 2001-
2010 and 2011-2020. The Programme for
the Development of Chinese Women 2011-
2020, which is the programme in force,
set major goals and strategic measures
on seven development fields including
health, education, economy, decision-
making and management, social security,

environment and laws. It has incorporated
the Programme into China’s Plan for
Economic and Social Development, and
institutionalized it through laws, so as to
promote all-round development and rights
of women.

Promoting women employment and
business start-ups. The Chinese
Government is working to make policy
measures that help to promote employment
equality between men and women, and
their equal access to social resources,
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strive to narrow the income gap between
men and women, and protect the land
rights and interests of women in rural
areas. In 2009, the Chinese Government
introduced the policy of financial discount
for women to apply for small loans, at
helping women to find jobs and start their
own businesses. By the end of 2014, a
total of RMB 217.275 billion of small-sum
guaranteed loans for women was allocated,
for which the central and local governments
provided RMB 18.681 billion for interest
subsidies, and offered start-up fund for
4.5915 million women, which helps tens of
millions of women in employment and start-

up.

Making efforts to address gender
imbalance. Since 1980s, China’s sex ratio
at birth has been higher than the normal
range of 103 - 107. Given the problem,
China introduced a series of economic
and social policies that is favorable for
healthy growth of girls and one-baby girl
families, and launched activities called
“New Conduct in New Families” and
“Care for Girls”. After years of efforts, the
continuously rising sex ratio imbalance at
birth has been restrained.

3. Trends and challenges

There is still a long way to go to
eliminate violence against women and
children. Family violence remains a reality
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for women in China. Moreover, women
and children continued to be victims of
trafficking. Effective working mechanism
and measures need to be explored to
fundamentally address these problems.

The representation of women in
decision-making and management
groups at all levels remains low. Ratio
of women among deputies to the NPC has
increased, but still lags far behind the UN’s
30% target of women in the parliament.
The ratio of women serving as senior and
middle-level executives in government
departments, private agencies and social
organizations is low. China needs to iron
out factors hindering women’s development,
break stereotype thinking and gender bias
in traditions, and strengthen empowerment
of women.

Women can not enjoy equal treatment
with men in respect of employment,
education and other areas. Chinese
Government has made great efforts to
eliminate employment discrimination, but
due to the large number of overall labors,
some employers still set up unreasonable
requirements in the process of recruitment.
Older laid-off women face more difficulties
to be re-employed. Since women shoulder
more familial responsibilities, it is more
difficult for women to find a job compared
with men. Employment quality and structure
for women also needs to be further
improved. Compared with men, poverty-
stricken women have fewer opportunities
to be educated, and their productive skills
are lower than the average level, thus they
become more distressed. In key national
poverty counties, the general level of
education received by women is lower
than men. The ratio of women receiving
employment training is also lower than
men.
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Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Summary

% In 2013, the mortality rate of children under 5 in China stood at 12.0%o, 80.3% lower
than that in 1991; the mortality rate of newborns was 6.9%o, 79.2% lower than that of
1991; and the mortality rate of infants was 9.5%o, 81.1% lower than that of 1991.
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Target 4A:
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Reduce by two thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-

five mortality rate

1. Current situation

China has made notable progress in
reducing mortality rate of children under
5, and children’s living conditions have
been significantly improved. The Chinese
Government has worked continuously to
provide health care services for children
and improve children’s health, and has

The mortality rate of Chinese newborns from 1991 to 2013

made obvious progress. The mortality
rate of infants, children under 5 and
newborns dropped down continuously and
significantly by an annual average of over
7%. Compared to 1991, three indicators
reflecting child mortality rate dropped by
80% in average, and China has achieved
the overall MDGs of reducing child mortality
rate ahead of schedule.
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The mortality rate of Chinese babies from 1991 to 2013
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2. Government support

Strengthening legislation and planning
concerning maternal and child health,
and setting up a well-functioning
policy and legal system. After the
World Summit for Children in 1990, the
Chinese Government released a series
of laws, programmes and policies, setting

ey,

the direction, goals and priorities on the
work concerning the children’s health
in China. In the new century, relevant
laws, regulations and policies have been
further improved. China now has in place
a multi-tiered and multi-dimensional legal
system on protection of health of women
and children that is based on “one law
and two programmes”, namely the Law



on Maternal and Infant Healthcare, the
China National Program for Women'’s
Development and the National Action Plan
for the Development of Children in China,
which have provided institutional guarantee
for the cause of maternal and child health in
China, safeguarding the health of mothers
and children, and improving the quality of
newborns.

Providing extensive public health
services for improving the health
of children. China now has in place a
complete system of health care services
including medical care, prevention, health
care, rehabilitation, teaching and scientific
research. In 2009, the Chinese Government
implemented the programme of equal
access to basic public health services,
offering free services like health check to
children in the 0-6 age group. Through
increase in the inputs on nutrition, health
and education for children, the government
works to promote development of children
at an early stage.

Taking effective social, economic and
medical interventions to apply planned
immunization. China set the goal of
“universalizing children’s immunization” in
1990. With medical intervention of planned
immunization, the mortality rate and
incidence of major epidemics such as polio,
measles, tetanus, pertussis, diphtheria and
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hepatitis B have dropped significantly. In
2004, the State Council passed the Law
on Preventing and Controlling Epidemics
of PRC (Amendment), offering free regular
immunization to children. In 2005, the
government issued the Regulation on the
Management of Vaccine Circulation and
Preventive Inoculation, setting up a system
of preventive vaccination against children’s
diseases. In 2008, China expanded the
scope of vaccination, protecting children
from 12 types of epidemics. Moreover, the
Chinese Government has made strong
commitment to eliminating maternal and
neonatal tetanus (MNT) by 2010. On
October 30th 2012, the World Health
Organization (WHO) formally declared that
China had eliminated MNT.

Incorporating children’s major diseases
into rural and urban medical assurance
system. After the implementation of new
rural cooperative medical insurance in 2003
and urban residents’ medical insurance
in 2007, rural and urban children were
incorporated into the medical insurance
system. Starting from 2010, the new rural
cooperative medical insurance system also
covered children’s leukemia and congenital
heart disease, offering policy support.
At present, the proportion of individual
expenditure for major and serious diseases
such as blood diseases, hematopoietic
organ diseases, congenital malformation,
chromosome abnormalities, neurogenic
diseases and tumor, all of which have
been covered by insurance against major
diseases, has dropped to the range of
46.5% to 50.1%.

Strengthening cooperation with
international organizations to promote
the development of children’s health
care through programmes. The Chinese
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Since 2000, the Programme of “Reducing Maternal Mortality and Eliminate Neonatal
Tetanus” has been on pilot implementation in 378 poverty-stricken counties in 12
provinces (autonomous regions and municipalities) in West China. The Programme
was further expanded to all counties (regions) in Midwest China by 2008. In the field
of women and children health improvement in China, this program set a record in
terms of inputs amount and coverage of beneficiary areas and population since the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China. It has greatly improved the hospital
delivery rate, enormously reduced the mortality of pregnant women and the newborn,
and basically eliminated newborn tetanus.

Vaccination rate for one-year-old children in China from 1983 to 2011
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Government has launched a series of
international cooperation programmes on
maternal and child health by cooperating
with UNICEF United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), WHO, and the World
Bank. The Chinese National Health and
Family Planning Commission worked
together with UNPFA and WHO, and
World Health Organization (WHO)
to launch the Baby-Friendly Hospital
programme and Baby-Loving Campaign.
International cooperation programmes
such as “Strengthening maternal and child
health and family planning services at the
Chinese communities” , “Prevention and
treatment of children’s acute respiratory
infection”, “Strengthening basic health
services in China’s poor rural areas”, “HIV-
AIDS/venereal disease prevention and
control and maternal and child health”,
and “Mothers’ safety” have achieved good
results.

3. Trends and challenges

The maternal and child health care
system cannot effectively cover the
marginal and vulnerable groups in
the society. In recent years, the migrant
population in China has been growing fast,
including a large number of women and
children. Most of the migrant people are far
from their original residence, and the social
environment they are familiar with. Having
migrated from remote rural areas into cities,
they have relatively poor education and low
attention to personal health. They usually
cannot afford expensive medical services,
and their huge demand for medical services
and health care are easily missed by the
service network.

There is an obvious gap between urban
and rural areas and among different
regions in terms of main indicators on
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maternal and child health. Although the
child mortality rates in both urban and rural
areas of China have declined continuously,
there remains a notable difference between
the rural and urban areas when it comes to
the mortality rate of newborns and children
under five. Difference can also be seen
among different regions. In developed
areas with low child mortality rate, the
major problems plaguing children’s health
are birth defects, accidental injury and
other non-infectious diseases. In poor rural
areas the main causes of child mortality
are premature delivery, low birth weight,
asphyxia and infections.

The quality of services on maternal
and child health needs to be further
improved. At present, maternal and child
health service agencies differ a lot in terms
of their professional knowledge and the
skills of the service team. Community-
level medical institutions, in particular, lag
behind in infrastructure. There are now
158,000 practicing pediatricians (including
assistants) in China, making up 3.9% of
the total number of practicing doctors
(including assistants) which is inconsistent
with the 16.5% ratio of children to the entire
population. Moreover, the body structure of
children in different age stages also differs
from that of adults, which requires new
approach in the application, research and
development of medicines. The children’s
medical insurance system still has space
for improvement, in which newborns and
children shall join basic medical insurance
for urban residents or new rural medical
cooperative insurance respectively.

——ﬂ




Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
. Development Goals 2000-2015

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Summary

% The national maternal mortality rate (MMR) fell from 88.8 per 100,000 in 1990 to 23.2
per 100,000 in 2013, down by 73.9%, and the MMR gap between urban and rural areas
narrowed from 2.2 times in 1991 to 1.1 times in 2013.

% The rate of systematic maternal management® in China was 89.5% in 2013, rate of
prenatal care and postnatal visit reached 95% and 92.6% respectively in 2012. By the
end of 2014, China conducted free cervical cancer inspection for 38.82 million women
in rural areas, and free breast cancer inspection for 5.62 million women in rural areas,
and helped over 30,000 poor women troubled by poverty and diseases.

|

2.t refers to proportion of pregnancies finishing all monitoring examinations from prenatal to postnatal care.
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Target 5A:
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Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio

from 1990 to 2015

1. Current situation

China has achieved the goal of reducing
maternal mortality rate (MMR). Significant
progress has been made on the reduction
of MMR in China. In 2013, the MMR
nationwide was 23.2 per 100,000, which
was 73.9% lower compared with the rate
of 88.8 per 100,000 in 1990, meaning
that China has reached its MDG target of
reducing the MMR by three quarters. The

Maternal mortality rate (1/100 thousand)

urban-rural disparity in MMR has been
gradually narrowed, and the MMR was
22.4 per 100,000 and 23.6 per 100,000
respectively in urban and rural areas in
2013, indicating that the gap has been
narrowed from 2.2 times in 1991 to 1.1
times in 2013. The hospitalized delivery
nationwide was raised from 50.6% in 1990
to 99.5% in 2013, and the rate of New-
method Delivery was raised from 94% in
1990 to 99.9% in 2013.
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Percentage of Hospitalized Delivery and New-method Delivery
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2. Government support

Since the promulgation of the Law on
Maternal and Infant Health Care in 1994,
China has adhered to the “one law and
two programs” (Law on Maternal and
Infant Health Care, Programme for the
Development of Chinese Women and
Programme for the Development of
Chinese Children), constantly strengthened
Maternal and Child Health (MCH)-related
laws and policies, gradually improved MCH
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service system, and worked to better the
level and quality of services.

Formulating special plans and
constantly increasing financial input.
In 2011, the Chinese Government issued
the Programme for the Development
of Chinese Women (2011-2020), which
considered women’s health as one of
the top priorities, and set forth eight
major objectives and 11 policy measures.
China has incorporated main indicators
of women’s health into major national
plans on public health and the projects of
local governments to improve wellbeing,
continuously increased financial input in
the MCH cause, and implemented four
actions on maternal and infant safety,
general prevention and treatment of birth
defects, prevention and control of MCH
diseases, and MCH service system. From
2009 to 2013, a total of RMB 2.52 billion
was earmarked from the government



budget for the programme “Reducing
Maternal Mortality and Eliminating Neonatal
Tetanus”, covering 2,297 counties and
benefiting 830 million people. The subsidies
for hospitalized delivery by rural women
benefited 47.278 million people. Through
the programmes of comprehensive MCH
intervention in the rural areas of the
western regions, MCH service bases for
migrant population, reproductive health for
adolescents, medical intervention bases
on violence against women, maternal
healthcare services based on cultural
sensitivity in ethnic minority regions,
contingency services on reproductive
health, the reproductive health level
of different women’s groups has been
improved significantly.

Continuously improving MCH service
system. After years of efforts, China has
set up a MCH system with specialized MCH
institutions as the core and other medical
institutions as the supplement. The ranks of
MCH professional team at the community
level of China have been vigorously
strengthened, and a well-functioning three-
tiered MCH network covering the county,
township and village levels was set up,
with professional service teams being
distributed in both urban and rural areas.
By 2013, there were 654 specialized MCH
institutions and 558 maternity hospitals.
Over 113,500 professionals were working
at MCH institutions. There were altogether
175,500 beds available, and 215 million
clinical visits per year. There were also
full-time or part-time MCH personnel at
community health institutions, township
health centers and village clinics.

Working to ensure the accessibility and
equity of MCH services. Departments on
health and family planning make an active
use of the programmes to conduct tier-
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based training to promote applicable skills
and improve the capability of MCH staff
at community level. Starting from 2008,
the then Ministry of Health implemented
the programme of offering subsidies for
hospitalized delivery women from rural
areas, i.e. providing subsidies for rural
women from central and western regions
coming to hospital for delivery. In 2009,
the programme was further extended to
all rural areas in China. The programme
has greatly increased hospitalized delivery,
effectively guaranteed maternal and infant
safety, and formed a sound atmosphere for
hospitalized delivery.

Continuously improving MCH monitoring
and emergency response capability. In
2012, the then Ministry of Health started to
promote IT application for MCH services.
Currently, the monitoring network covers
140 million people in 334 districts and
counties, including birth defects monitoring
in 783 hospitals and maternal near miss
(MNM) monitoring in 418 hospitals, which
is the largest MCH monitoring network in
the world. A “green channel” system to
ensure timely referral and first-aid was
established in health care institutions,
aimed at preventing death of delivery
women and infants caused by delay in
referral and first-aid and ensuring their
safety. Some supplementary means such
as the programme of “Healthy Fast Vehicles
for Mothers” also played a good role. By
the end of 2014, 2191 such “fast vehicles”
had been sent to over 1000 counties and
districts from 30 provinces, regions and
municipalities, benefiting over 39 million
person-time.

3. Trends and challenges

The gaps in maternal mortality ratio
between urban and rural areas, different
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regions and different population groups
are still obvious. The maternal mortality
ratio is higher in rural areas than in urban
areas, higher in the western regions than in
the eastern part, higher among the migrant
population than among the permanent
residents. It remains the focus and main
challenge to improve the health of women
in western regions, rural areas and among
the migrant population.

The health demand of women in
different life cycles is not fully met.
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The focus of reproductive health service
is women of childbearing age, while the
healthcare demand of adolescent girls
undergoing puberty or older women
experiencing menopause has not been
fully met. Major diseases and health
challenge such as breast cancer, cervical
cancer and Leukemia, and high caesarean
delivery rate, infertility, nutritional diseases,
psychological diseases are becoming
increasingly prominent.
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Target 5B:
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Achieve universal access to reproductive health by 2015

1. Current situation

Basic free family planning services
achieved full coverage. China is working
hard to implement the Programme of Action
adopted at the International Conference
on Population and Development (ICPD),
and pays more attention to people-oriented
family planning services based on informed
choice. At the same time, Chinese laws
provide that all citizens at childbearing age
in China have free access to family planning
services. By 2013, the overall contraceptive
rate among married women of childbearing
age reached 89%.The free basic technical
service programmes of family planning
cover 100% of the registered residents; and
the coverage of the free basic technical
service programmes of family planning
reach 96% of the migrant population.

A system on maternal health care
service has been established. Sound
and systematic maternal health care
management is an important measure to
improve the quality of maternal health care,
and to ensure maternal and infant health.
China launched its maternal health care
model on a trial basis in 1978 and has
established a complete set of systematic
maternal health care system that includes
prenatal care, prenatal screening and
diagnosis, screening and management of
high-risk pregnant women, hospitalized

delivery, newborn care and postnatal
visit. The rate of systematic maternal
management rose from 77.2% in 2000 to
89.5% in 2013.

Women'’s reproductive health has been
better guaranteed. In 2013, the rate of
screening for gynecological diseases
reached 68.7%, 7.5 percentage points
higher than that in 2010. The rate of
gynaecological diseases found through
the screening was 27.4%, 1.4 percentage
points lower than that in 2010. A growing
number of regions are offering cervical
cancer and breast cancer screening and
check for gynaecological diseases for
women, and the scope of screening has
been extended from women in rural areas
to all women at childbearing age. By the
end of 2014, free cervical cancer check
had been offered to 38.82 million women in
rural areas, and free check of breast cancer
had been offered to 5.62 million women in
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Systemic maternal heath care in China
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rural areas, and over 30,000 poor women
troubled by diseases have been helped.

2. Government support

Actively promoting premarital and pre-
pregnancy health care. The Chinese
Government makes tremendous efforts
to promote premarital and pre-pregnancy
health care according to the Law on
Maternal and Infant Health Care. In 2013,
the national rate of pre-marital health check
reached 52.9%, and 11.72 million people
took premarital medical checks. Since 2009,
folic acid supplements for the prevention of
neural tube defects have been included in
the major public health service programme.
A total of RMB 270 million was invested in
this programme by the central government
from 2011 to 2012.

Intensifying scientific and technological
support for the halth care service of

women and children. In the twelfth five-
year plan of the medical science and
technology development, the “healthcare
of women and children” was listed as an
important aspect of “highlighting health
care and rehabilitation, serving for the
health of the whole nation” task. More
support will be given to the research on
women’s reproductive health test, the
promotion and study on prevention and
treatment technology concerning breast
cancer and cervical cancer, as well as
genital system infection that severely
impair women’s health. Besides the
study on the prevention and treatment
of common pediatric diseases and major
diseases suffered by the newborn, study
on children’s psychological health, and
the test and interference technology of
children’s alimentary deficiency will also
be given great support, so as to enhance
the capacity and technology of preventing

S A



and controlling the common and prevalent
diseases of women and children.

Paying more attention to the issue
of reproductive health concerning
adolescents. In response to the rising
unwanted pregnancies, China is organizing
and encouraging social sectors to conduct
education on adolescent sexual and
reproductive health. The National Health
and Family Planning Commission of China
and China’s Family Planning Association
have cooperated with UNFPA and relevant
international organizations separately to
build pilot projects to conduct promote
education on adolescent sexual and
reproductive health, advocating to include
the adolescent sexual and reproductive
health services into the free service system.
Meanwhile, China is actively working
towards introducing legal and policy
measures to increase attention to the issue
of adolescent sexual and reproductive
health.

Intensifying efforts on the work of family
planning and reproductive health for
migrant population. The State Council
issued the Regulations on Provision of
Family Planning Services to the Migrant
Population in May 2009. According to
the Regulations, the migrant populations
enjoy free access to contraceptives,
family planning services and relevant
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trainings at their residential place. In
recent years the Population and Family
Planning Commissions at various levels
have launched a programme for migrant
population called “Love and Care” in order
to promote equal access to basic health
services and free family planning services,
and accelerate the process to ensure that
all migrant population enjoy free family
planning services.

3. Trends and challenges

The disparity among different regions
and between different groups of people
in accessing reproductive health service
is still large. Due to the imbalance in the
development of MCH, there is an obvious
gap among different regions and between
different groups of people in accessing
reproductive health services. There are real
difficulties in providing reproductive health
service and family planning service for
migrant population and unwed groups.

Women’s reproductive health is still a
big concern. Breast cancer, cervical cancer
and HIV/AIDS, syphilis and other major
diseases pose serious threats to the health
of women, and unintended pregnancies
and infertility problems become increasingly
prominent.

Some enterprises and employees still
lack enough awareness and measures
on maternal health promotion. Measures
at workplace should be taken to prevent
women in pregnancy or breastfeeding
period from hazardous working
environment. It is necessary to provide
women with access to prenatal and
postnatal health check, flexible working
hours and breastfeeding facilities to protect
them from maternal discrimination.

. e, 5




Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
. Development Goals 2000-2015

|

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases

Summary

% In 2014, 104,000 new cases of HIV/AIDS were found. The prevalence of epidemics has
been kept at a low level. The primary mode of transmission has changed from blood
transmission ten years ago to sexual transmission.

% China has established a fully functional network for AIDS prevention and treatment
covering both urban and rural areas. It has practically realized self-sufficiency in
antiviral drugs. Over 80% of people that meet treatment standards have received
standardized antiviral treatment. The fatality rate has been reduced to 6.6%.

% In 2014, China saw 889,400 new cases of tuberculosis, a decline for six consecutive
years since 2008. In 2014, China saw 3,149 new cases of malaria, 97.7% of which
were imported cases. China is working hard to eradicate malaria nationwide.



Goal 6A:
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To contain and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS

by 2015

1. Current situation

The prevalence of HIV/AIDS epidemics
has been generally kept at a low level,
with the momentum of fast-rising
incidences reversed. By the end of 2014,
there were 501,000 people living with HIV,
of whom 205,000 were AIDS patients.
Since the year 2000, the incidence of AIDS
in China has been climbing every year,
from 0.01/100,000 in 2000 to 3.3/100,000
in 2014. Thanks to improved policies and
financial inputs from both the central and
local governments, the annual growth rate
of AIDS incidence has begun to slow down
since 2012. In 2014 there were 104,000
new cases of people living with HIV/AIDS,
an increase of 14.8% compared with that of
2013. The epidemic prevalence remains to
be kept at a low level.

Transmission through blood and
mother-to-child transmission have been
placed under control. With improved
blood screening and China’s intensified
crackdown on drug use, the primary mode
of AIDS transmission has changed from
blood transmission to sexual transmission.
In 2004, new cases of AIDS were mainly
through blood transmission, accounting
for 70.8%, while cases through sexual
transmission only accounted for 8.9%. By
2013, sexual transmission took up 90.8%
of cases, including 66.0% of heterosexual
transmission and 24.3% of homosexual

transmission. The prevention of mother-
to-child transmission(PMTCT) program
has been expanded nationwide. By
far the coverage of services related to
blocking mother-to-child transmission has
exceeded 80%. By 2014, the cases of
mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS
had been reduced from 1.5% in 2004 to
0.7%, declined by 55%. HIV/AIDS through
mother-to-child transmission on children
under the age of five has always been small
in number, kept between 300-500 people.

2. Government support

Formulating a special strategic plan
for prevention and treatment. At the
beginning of 2006, China announced
the Regulation on HIV/AIDS Prevention
and Treatment and the National Action
Plan (2006-2010) for AIDS Containment,
Prevention and Care, thus improving
the legal system and strengthening the
policy framework for AIDS prevention and
treatment. It also ensured implementation
on the ground from the point of institutional
design. Since 2010, the State Council has
implemented policy measures according to
the Circular on Further Strengthening HIV/
AIDS Prevention and Treatment and the
Twelfth Five-year National Action Plan for
AIDS Containment, Prevention and Care,
confirming relevant goals, indicators, and
specific measures during the 12th Five-year
Plan period.
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The AIDS incidence rate in China (1/100 thousand)
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number of AIDS patients released by the National Health and Family Planning Commission of the PRC and
the population figures released by the National Bureau of Statistics in 2014).
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Continuously enhanced capacity building
on AIDS prevention and treatment. China
has established a national information
system for comprehensive prevention
and treatment of AIDS and a databank
on antiviral treatment. It has also set
up a comprehensive monitoring system
covering key areas and population groups.
It has strengthened the management
and effective use of data and information
related to comprehensive prevention and
treatment, realized dynamic management of
the epidemic situation through computers.

Prevention intervention for high-risk
groups. China has carried out pilot work
in establishing demonstration areas for
AIDS prevention and treatment with
the focus on preventing mother-to-child
transmission. It has stepped up control on
sexual transmission through promotion of
condom use. AIDS prevention has also
been combined with the efforts to crack
down on drug use with intervention on drug
users. It has strengthened monitoring and
evaluation of the AIDS epidemic to make
prevention more effective.

Extensive publicity and education to
raise awareness on AIDS prevention. In
recent years, through government agencies,
mass media, and publicity staff at different
places, China has extensively carried
out publicity and education campaigns
on AIDS prevention, with more intensive
efforts in rural areas, ethnic minority areas,
grassroots communities, workplaces,
schools and public places, with the purpose
of raising the awareness of ordinary people
about AIDS and further expanding the
scope of prevention measures.

2000-2015 Report on China's Implementation of the Millennium
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3. Trends and challenges

The task for prevention is still arduous.
Although the national information system for
comprehensive prevention and treatment
of AIDS has been established, there are
still about 40% of people living with HIV/
AIDS that have not been discovered,
making effective prevention services
hard to provide, with the risks of further
transmission. Sexual transmission has
become the primary mode of transmission,
which is covert and hard to intervene. In
particular, the incidence of the epidemic
is rising fast among male homosexuals,
which, the use of new drugs among the
group, has made the situation of AIDS
transmission more serious.

Social discrimination against people
living with HIV/AIDS is still prevalent. In
China, many people still regard carrying
HIV as a stigma, thus hampering diagnosis
and treatment. People with HIV face great
challenges in accessing medical treatment
and gaining equal employment. People
living with HIV shy away from getting tested
for fear of discrimination, making treatment
options including life-saving antiretroviral
drugs very difficult. This situation
fundamentally increases the difficulties in
curbing the spread of the virus.
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Target 6B:

Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment for HIV/

AIDS for all those who need it

1. Current situation

China has established a relatively
full-fledged service system for AIDS
prevention and treatment, with free
testing covering most regions of the
country. So far, China has set up 25,000
preliminary screening labs for HIV/
AIDS, 446 confirmation labs, over 9,000
voluntary consultation and testing clinics,
over 1,800 AIDS monitoring posts, 766
methadone maintenance treatment clinics,
3,923 designated agencies for antiviral
treatment, 163 Chinese medicine treatment
clinics and 3,281 designated hospitals
for comprehensive AIDS treatment,
thus forming a full-functional HIV/AIDS
prevention and treatment network that has
rational layout and covers both urban and
rural areas. Since 2004 China has rolled
out free AIDS consultation and testing. Labs
and posts that are capable of screening
and testing have covered 96.8% of counties
and areas and even some high-incidence
townships. Confirmation labs have covered
over 70% of prefecture-level cities.

Over 80% of people living with HIV/
AIDS that are eligible for treatment have
received standardized antiviral therapy.
The number of people being tested for
AIDS antibody in China has been rising
every year, from 19.86 million in 2004 to

128 million in 2014, an increase of over five
times. In 2012, 87% of people living with
HIV/AIDS eligible for treatment received
antiviral therapy. By the end of 2014,
295,000 people living with HIV/AIDS were
receiving antiviral therapy, 15,000 patients
were receiving traditional Chinese medicine
treatment, and 184,000 drug users
were receiving methadone maintenance
treatment. Intervention rates on women sex
workers and male homosexuals stood at
81.0% and 72.3% respectively.

AIDS treatment capacity is rising
continuously with falling fatality rate.
By the end of 2011, China had realized
basic self-sufficiency in free antiviral drugs.
Fatality rate for AIDS patients eligible for
treatment had fallen from 33.1% in 2003 to
6.6% in 2013. The rate of mother-to-child
transmission had fallen from 34.8% before
the introduction of intervention measures
to 6.7% in 2013. New incidence among
people receiving methadone maintenance
treatment had fallen from 0.95% in 2006 to
0.12% in 2014. By the end of 2013, a total
of 4,449 children under the age of 15 had
received antiviral therapy. The fatality rate
of children under antiviral therapy has been
kept under 2.31%. Methadone maintenance
treatment was recognized as the best
practice to be spread widely by UNAIDS
and other international organizations.
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New Increase in People Receiving Antiviral Therapy of the Year and the Number of Institutions
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2. Government support

The central government has set up a
special fund for AIDS prevention and
treatment. In 2004 the central government
fund for AIDS prevention and treatment
began to cover nationwide, with a total
funding of RMB 2.64 billion. The special
central government fund for AIDS has
covered all areas of AIDS prevention and
treatment.

China has formulated and implemented
the policy of “four frees and one care”. At
the end of 2003 the Chinese government
pledged its policy of “four frees and one
care”, including provision of free antiviral
drugs for AIDS patients eligible for
treatment, free testing and consultation for
people volunteering for AIDS consultation
and testing, free medicine for pregnant
women living with HIV to block mother-

to-child transmission, free schooling for
orphans due to AIDS, and care for people
living with HIV/AIDS.

China has mobilized and guided
social forces in AIDS prevention and
treatment. National leaders have taken
the lead in publicizing AIDS prevention
and treatment, eliciting a deep impact on
the society and greatly encouraging social
participation. Different localities have
also taken active measures to ensure the
legitimate rights of AIDS patients to medical
treatment, education and employment.
The participation of social organizations in
AIDS prevention and treatment has been
encouraged and supported. So far there
have been over 1,000 social organizations
involved in this area, and their work has
expanded to intervention, visit, as well as
care and relief for high-risk groups.
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3. Trends and challenges

The services and management of
grassroots medical and health care
institutions need improvements. With
a continuous increase in new cases of
HIV/AIDS, the tasks of testing, treatment,
visit and management have become
more arduous. In high-incidence areas, in
particular, the problem of lack of staff and
capacity for prevention and treatment has
become acute.

Departmental coordination and social
participation needs to be further
strengthened. There is a lack of
communication between some localities
and departments on the spread, prevention
and treatment of the epidemic, hampering
effective prevention. Besides, the layout
of social organizations involved is not
even, with varying degrees of capacity and
success.
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To contain and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria
and other major diseases by 2015

1. Current situation

China has successfully reversed
the rising trend of tuberculosis (TB)
incidence, with the recovery rate
remarkably increased. China is one of
the 22 high-burden countries of TB. China
currently has a total of 5 million active
TB patients. TB is a major epidemic for
prevention and treatment in China. The
Chinese government has always attached
great importance to TB prevention and
treatment. Thanks to over a decade of
efforts, great progress has been made
in TB prevention and treatment. The
rising trend of TB incidence has been
effectively contained. In 2014, new cases
of TB patients stood at 889,400, with an
incidence rate of 65/100,000, a reduction
for six consecutive years since 2008. The
recovery rate for smear-positive TB patients
had risen from 76.3% in 1991 to 93.0% in
2013. In 2010, the incidence for smear-
positive TB patients was 66/100,000, and
the fatality rate of TB was 3.9/100,000,
which amounted to a decrease of 51% and

79.5% respectively compared with 1990,
thus realizing relevant target of the MDGs
ahead of schedule.

China has made tremendous progress
in malaria prevention and treatment. It
is now working hard to eradicate malaria
nationwide. Malaria had been posing
a major threat to the health of Chinese
people and impeding social and economic
development. Since the founding of the
PRC, China has continuously strengthened
its work on malaria prevention and
treatment, making tremendous achievement
in putting malaria-induced hazards and
incidence under control. The number of
newly infected malaria patients has been
reduced from around 100,000 every year
in the early 1990’s to 3,000 now, with the
incidence rate reduced to 0.2/100,000. Over
90% of new cases are imported cases.
Local infections only occur in certain areas
of Yunnan Province and Tibet Autonomous
Region. Judging from the current situation,
China has fully realized the relevant targets
on malaria in the MDGs.
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The new cases of TB patients in China (10 thousand)
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2. Government support

In TB prevention and treatment, China
has launched the WHO-recommended
modern TB control strategy (DOTS)
at all levels and established a perfect
prevention and treatment mechanism.
The Chinese government has implemented
3 national TB prevention and treatment
programmes in succession, preliminarily
creating a mechanism involving the
leadership of the government, multi-
departmental cooperation, and full
participation of the whole society. Since
2001, China has launched the WHO-
recommended modern TB control strategy
(DOTS) at all levels. Since 2005, the
coverage of DOTS has been kept at 100%.
Funding for nationwide TB prevention
and treatment increased from RMB 130
million in 2001 to RMB 1.4 billion in 2012.
A TB prevention and service system has
taken shape encompassing TB treatment
agencies and medical institutions at various
levels and primary health care networks
in townships and villages. The Chinese
government has also made vigorous efforts
to incorporate multi-drug resistant TB into
major disease insurance of the New Rural
Cooperative Medical Care System and the
medical aid program for major diseases
and kept improving the reimbursement
proportion. In 2013 China formulated and
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released the Methods on TB Prevention,
Treatment and Management, further
improving the policies and working
mechanism for TB prevention and
treatment.

In malaria prevention and treatment,
China has formulated special
programmes and continuously improved
the system for malaria prevention and
treatment. In 2010, China issued the Action
Plan for Eliminating Malaria (2010-2020),
putting forward the goals to eradicate local
malaria in the whole country except for part
of the border regions in Yunnan Province
by 2015 and to eradicate malaria from
the entire country by 2020. The Chinese
Center for Disease Control and Prevention
issued the Technical Proposal on Malaria
Eradication (2011 Edition) and the
Monitoring Scheme on Malaria Eradication
in 2011 and 2012 respectively. National
Health and Family Planning Commission
issued the Examination and Evaluation
Plan on Malaria Eradication in China (2014
Edition). China has been continuously
increasing funding for malaria prevention
and treatment, providing free anti-malaria
drugs for patients in high-prevalence
provinces. Since 2008, it has designated
April 26th as the “National Malaria Day”.
It has used radio, TV, newspapers, the
internet and other media to launch publicity
campaigns to disseminate knowledge of
malaria prevention and treatment, improve
self-protection capabilities, and to mobilize
the whole society to pay attention to the
work and support malaria eradication.

China has made considerable progress
in medicine and vaccine areas. Currently,
China is the largest emerging medicine
market and the bulk pharmaceutical
chemicals exporter in the world. China
is capable of manufacturing over 1,500
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pharmaceutical chemicals and about 4,000
chemical agents of 34 dosage forms.
Relevant Chinese enterprises can produce
over 60 types of vaccines, which can
effectively prevent 34 infectious diseases,
covering the vast majority of vaccines
on the global market. As for productivity,
China’s current overall productivity has
reached 1 billion doses per year, making
it one of the few countries that can fulfill
domestic vaccine needs entirely by virtue of
its own productivity.

3. Trends and challenges

Most of TB cases are discovered
passively. The escaping rate for confirmed
TB patients (especially multi-drug resistant
TB patients) under treatment is high.
Given the hidden nature of TB and limited
testing methods, most cases are passively
discovered in hospitals when patients
already showing symptoms. Methods that
are widely under use such as sputum
smears and microscope testing have a
low detection rate, while new technologies
and equipment that can detect multi-drug
resistant TB have not been brought to wide
use. Currently there are around 120,000
new cases of multi-drug resistant TB every
year in China. Since their main treatment
rely on second-tier anti-TB drugs and
the course of treatment is as long as 24
months, the problem of patients giving up in
the middle of treatment is quite serious due
to limited coverage of insurance.

Imported malaria cases have increased.
As the population mobility has increased
markedly with people going abroad for
business, tourism or work, imported malaria
cases have been on the rise year on
year, bringing new challenges to malaria
eradication in China. There were 3,149
reported malaria cases in China in 2014,

of which only 57 were local cases, with
3,076 being imported cases, accounting for
97.7%.

Incidence of chronic diseases is on the
rise. With accelerated industrialization,
urbanization, and population aging, the
number of patients with confirmed chronic
diseases has been on the rise, approaching
300 million for the time being. Chronic
disease-induced death has already taken
up 85% of the total, with their share of
disease burden accounting for 70% of total
disease burden.
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Goal 7: Ensure Environmental
Sustainability

Summary

% The ecosystem in China is generally turning for the better, with parts of the damaged
system recovering. The trend of deteriorating environment has been preliminarily
reversed, but daunting challenges still exist.

% China has established a network of full-functional natural reserves that cover various
categories and have a rational layout. The natural reserves are protecting 90% of land
ecosystems types, 85% of wildlife populations and 65% of higher plants communities..

% By 2012, over 92% of the population in China had had access to improved drinking
water. And those using improved toilets had reached 84%.
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Target 7A:

Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of

environmental resources

1. Current situation

China has upgraded sustainable
development as a national strategy
and fully incorporated it in national
economic and social development
programmes. China was one of the first
countries to put forward and implement the
strategy of sustainable development. On
the heels of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development, also
known as the Rio Summit, the Chinese
government promulgated China’s Agenda
21: White Paper on China’s Population,
Environment and Development in the 21st
Century in March 1994, and signed the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD). In 1996, China
listed sustainable development as a
national strategy and advanced the overall
implementation of it. Entering the new
century, China has further deepened its
understanding of sustainable development.
It put forward the Scientific Outlook on
Development in 2003 with “human-
centered, comprehensive, coordinated
and sustainable development” as its core.
In 2005, the advanced thinking of building
a resource-saving and environmentally
friendly society was put forward. In 2007,
the building of a resource-saving and
environmentally friendly society was
incorporated into the Constitution of the
Communist Party of China, while the
idea of promoting ecological progress
was unveiled. In 2012, the 18th National
Congress of the CPC listed ecological

progress as one of the “five combined
efforts” to build Socialism with Chinese
characteristics (together with economic
development, political development, cultural
development, and social development).
Since 2000, centering on sustainable
development, China has promulgated and
amended a series of laws and regulations,
some of which have been incorporated into
five-year plans for national economic and
social development. It has also formulated
a series of special programmes to
promote the implementation of sustainable
development and mobilized various social
forces in the endeavour.

Afforestation projects are developing
rapidly with a sustained increase in
forest resources. China has vigorously
implemented major projects for the recovery
of ecosystems such as the protection of
natural forests, returning farmland into
forests, building protection forests in the
northeastern, northwestern and northern
parts of China, sandstorm source treatment
in Beijing and Tianjin, pilot work in
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subsidies for the closure and protection of
sandy land, and the building of pilot areas
for comprehensive sand prevention and
treatment. Forest resources have entered
the period of fast growth. Since 2000,
China has afforested 84.70 million hectares
of land. Based on the results of the Eighth
National Survey on Forest Resources
(2009-2013), forest area in China stood at
208 million hectares, with forest coverage
rising from 16.55% at the beginning of this
century to 21.63% in 2013. Man-made
forests stood at 69.33 million hectares,
ranking the first in the world. The rapid
increase of forest resources in China has
made important contribution to mitigating
deep reduction of forest areas in the world
and tackling global climate change.
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The area of grassland has remained
stable, with improving quality. Driven
by major grassland ecological projects,
different localities have been working
hard to protect the grassland. From 2000
to 2013, the area of grassland stayed at
around 400 million hectares, accounting for
around 41.7% of total land area in China.
The 12 provinces (autonomous regions and
cities) in western China had a grassland
area of 331 million hectares, accounting for
84.2% of total grassland in China. Since
2005, except for sudden small reduction
of fresh grass due to decreasing rainfall,
the quality of natural grassland in China
has been generally improved, with the total
production of fresh grass on the rise.

Changes in Fresh Grass Production of Natural Grasslands
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Important retreating wetland has
received prioritized protection, with
the area of wetlands increasing. Since
acceding to the Convention on Wetlands in
1992, China has worked together with the
international community and taken a series
of important measures to cope with global
issues like wetland retreating and functional
degradation of wetland ecosystem. Great
efforts have been made to improve the
wetland protection, carry out wetland
protection projects, conduct wetland
resource investigation and inspection, and
international cooperation and exchanges.
Remarkable achievements have been
made. Thanks to years of efforts, China
has developed 46 important international
wetlands, set up a total of over 570 wetland
natural reserves, and over 900 wetland
parks,covering a total area of 23.24 million
hectares. Wetlands are under protection,
and the protection rate of wetlands
increased from 30.49% ten years ago to
43.51% now.

Great achievements have been made
in fighting desertification. China is
one of the countries worst affected by
desertification. Since 2000, remarkable
progress has been made in the prevention
and treatment of desertification.
According to the Fourth Desertification
and Sandification Monitoring, in the five

years from 2005 to 2009, the area of
sandy land in China had been reduced by
12,500 square kilometers, with an annual
reduction of 2,491 square kilometers,
thus realizing the goal of “zero increase”
in sandy land ahead of schedule. Land
erosion has been kept well under control,
with the conservation capacity of land and
water continuously rising. According to
the first nationwide survey on water and
land conservation in 2013, the area of land
erosion in China had been reduced from
3.56 million square kilometers in 2000 to
2.9491 million square kilometers in 2013.

The environmental quality of sea areas
has basically been sound, with the trend
of worsening fresh water environment
mitigated. The condition of sea areas
under Chinese jurisdiction has been
generally good. In 2013, sea areas with
water quality of Category | accounted for
95% of total sea areas; while the water
of offshore areas was slightly polluted.
The percentage of seawater point of
Category | and Il was 66.4%, while that for
Category Il and IV was 15.0%, and that
for seawater point of worse than Category
IV was 18.6%. In 2013, surface water
was slightly polluted in general in China.
The percentage of water quality section of
Category | to Ill was 71.7%. While back to
2000, organic pollution of surface water in
the seven major river basins of China was
so prevalent, that in the main branches only
57.7% of the sections met the requirements
of Category Ill. And the problem of
eutrophication in major lakes was acute.
In 2013,the total number of underground
water quality monitoring sites was 4,778,
with 10.4% of monitoring sites seeing
excellent quality water, those seeing sound
quality 26.9%, and those seeing rather poor
quality 43.9%. The indicators that exceeded



standards were general hardness, iron,
manganese, Total Dissolved Solids (TDS),
nitrite, nitrate, ammoniac nitrogen, sulfate,
fluoride, and chloride, etc. The quality of
underground water is considered worrying.

The quality of urban air provides
reasons for concern, while the pollution
of acid rain has been stable with a slight
decline. Based on monitoring of the PH
value of rain in urban areas, since 2000,
the number of cities affected by acid rain
has been stable with a slight decline, with
the pollution level stable but still serious.
In 2013, acid rain concentrated along the
Yangtze River and to the south of its middle
and lower reaches, with the area of acid
rain accounting for 10.6% of total land
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area. SO2, NO2, and PM10 remain major
pollutants plaguing urban air in Chinese
cities. According to evaluation on the annual
value of the three pollutants by the Air
Quality Standard (GB3095-1996) of 2013,
among 256 cities across the country, those
that meet air quality standards accounted
for 69.5%.

2. Government support

The system of laws and regulations
has been improved to create a sound
institutional and policy framework for
environmental protection. In 2001, China
promulgated the world’s first Law on the
Prevention and Treatment of Desertification.
From 2002 China began to implement
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Law on Promoting Circular Economy,
and Law on Prevention and Treatment of
Solid Waste Pollution. It has revised the
Law on the Prevention and Treatment of
Water Pollution, Regulations on Safety
Management of Hazardous Chemicals,
Law on Promoting Clean Production, and
Law on Environmental Protection. China
has set 309 environmental standards
of various kinds. Effective national
environmental standards that are currently
in use reach 1,526. With the purpose
of effectively solving the current air and
water pollution problems, the Chinese
government promulgated and enacted the
Action Plan for the Prevention and Control
of Air Pollution in September 2013, and the
Action Plan for the Prevention and Control
of Water Pollution in April 2015. In 2008,
the former State Environmental Protection
Administration was upgraded into the
Ministry of Environmental Protection.
In the 12th Five-Year Plan period,

environmental protection is incorporated
into the performance evaluation of local
people’s governments at various levels.
Poor performance on environmental
protection can serve as a veto against their
governance capacity. At the same time, a
series of pricing, fiscal and taxation policies
have been formulated that are beneficial
for environmental protection. Measures
such as green credit, pollution responsibility
insurance, and ecological compensation
have been implemented, with the market
mechanism playing a more obvious role in
environmental protection.

Capacity of environmental supervision
and monitoring has been enhanced
and special programmes for scientific
research and development started.
In 2009, China released its first Report
on Technological Development for
Environmental Protection. In 2011, China
launched the remote sensing survey and
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evaluation programme on changes in the
ecosystem and environment in ten years
(2000-2010), and lauched a comprehensive
survey on environmental pollution and
population health. In 2012, the Satellite HJ-
1-C was successfully launched to start an
integrated sky-to-ground monitoring of the
environment. Steady progress has been
made in the special scientific project on
water pollution control and management,
special public-interest sector-wise R&D
project, and the Bluesky scientific project.
The research project on clean air has been
launched. Pilot work has been conducted
on promoting ecological progress.

Fiscal input has been increased to
promote the implementation of key
projects. From 2001 to 2014, central
expenditure for ecological compensation
of forests reached RMB 80.1 billion. China
has stepped up the intensity of treatment
in key pollution areas including the “three
rivers”(Huai River, Liao River, and Hai
River), the “three lakes”(Taihu Lake,
Dianchi Lake, Chaohu Lake), key national
projects (the Three Gorges Project, South-
North Water Diversion Project), the “two
control areas”’(SO2 control area and acid
rain control area), the “three regions
and ten clusters”(the region of Beijing,
Tianjin, and Hebei Province, the Yangtze
River Delta, Pearl River Delta Region as
well as central part of Liaoning Province,
Shandong, Wuhan and its neighboring
area, Changsha-Zhuzhou-Xiangtan,
Chengdu and Chongqing, west bank of
the Straight, central and northern Shanxi
Province, Guanzhong of Shaanxi Province,
border region between Gansu and Ningxia,
and the city cluster of Urumaqi).
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3. Trends and challenges

There is still tremendous pressure
to promote ecological progress. The
natural ecological system in China is
very fragile and aggregate ecological
resources are in serious shortage. China
still faces the conundrum of the need for
ecological improvement on the one hand
and the problem of ecological degradation
on the other. In particular, in the process
of industrialization and urbanization,
the contradiction between the people’s
ecological needs and environmental
protection is still salient. There is still a long
way to go to contain ecological degradation.

The environmental situation is still
serious. At present and for a long time to
come, coal will remain the major component
of China’s energy mix and the discharge of
major pollutants in most areas will exceed
the carrying capacity of the environment.
Water and soil pollution is serious. Pollution
by solid waste, car exhaust, and persistent
organic pollutants is on the rise. The
environmental risks are becoming more
acute, with the task for environmental
protection still arduous.
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Target 7B:

Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant

reduction in the rate of loss

1. Current situation

China has a very rich biodiversity. As
one of the top 12 countries in terms of
biodiversity in the world and the country
with the richest biodiversity in the Northern
Hemisphere, China has such ecosystems
as forests, bushes, meadows, grasslands,
deserts, tundra, wetlands, and ocean.
There are over 30,000 species of higher
plants in China, ranking third in the world.
It has 6,000-plus species of vertebrates,
accounting for 13.7% of the world’s total.
There are over 28,000 species of maritime
wildlife, accounting for 11% of total species
of maritime wildlife. At the same time,
China also has rich genetic resources. It
is the origin of important crops such as
rice and soybean. It is also a major origin
for wild and planted fruit trees. According
to incomplete statistics, China has 1,339
kinds of planted crops and 1,930 crop wild
relatives, ranking the first in the world in

terms of fruit tree types. China is also one
of the countries with the most species of
domesticated animals, which stands at 576.

The percentage of threatened fauna
and flora is still relatively high. 